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JUDY WATSON TRACY

FROM THE EDITOR

OUR MAIL

When I tell people I’ve worked at
Rollins for 33 years, the typical response is “Wow, that’s incredible!”…
translated as, “You’ve got to be kidding
me! How could anyone work at the
same place for so long?”
Easy, I remind myself. I’m one of
the lucky ones in this world who loves
coming to work every day. I have a
job that fulfills my creative passion
and gives me a sense of purpose. I’m
surrounded with fascinating people in
a beautiful Spanish Mediterranean
environment. As a native Detroiter,
the tropical climate warms my soul.
And best of all, being on a campus
alive with student activity keeps me
feeling young and immersed in the
nostalgia of my own college days.
What can I say? I’m a poster girl
for the College’s new theme line,
“Find Your Purpose. Find Your Place.” I arrived at Rollins in 1972 to discover myself and never left.
Unusual? Yes. Crazy? Perhaps. One former boss is known to have said on more than one
occasion, “That Mary…she’ll die at her Rollins desk.”
Much as I love my job, let’s hope it doesn’t come to that. But there is something remarkable—
if not spiritual—about contributing to the well-being of an institution that continues to transform
young lives and propel its graduates into rewarding futures as it did for me.
Each of us on the staff of Rollins Magazine takes great pride in our efforts to communicate to
you, our fellow alumni, the accomplishments of your alma mater and classmates. Needless to say,
we were thrilled when the revamped Spring 2009 issue showcasing the College’s new brand and
“green” initiatives generated an overwhelmingly positive response from our readers. Then came the
icing on the cake: a first-place 2009 Charlie Award from the Florida Magazine Association for
general excellence in the Best Redesign category. I extend my sincere gratitude to assistant
editor Laura J. Cole ’04 ’08MLS, contributing editor Lorrie Kyle Ramey ’70, and graphic artist
Audrey Phillips of Design Studio Orlando for all they do to make Rollins Magazine look so good!
In this, our second “new” issue, we invite you to view Rollins through a kaleidoscope of
imagery: tales of the transformation of the Rollins Tar through the years—with a special unveiling
of the sailor’s sporty new “uniform”; views of Rollins as seen through the students’ eyes; profiles
of the College’s Cornell Scholars and their colorful contribution to
campus life; reflections of Reunion 2009; and, in celebration of
Rollins’ upcoming 125th anniversary in 2010, the first in a series of
portraits of the College’s rich history—a past in which each of you
holds a unique and permanent role.

I have been telling myself for a number of
years now that I should write to tell you how
much I enjoy the Rollins magazine. Well,
the new “green” publication was just the
impetus I needed to follow up on earlier
intentions. Thank you for your obvious
devotion to publishing a quality magazine
that I’m always proud to share with my
non-Rollins-affiliated friends and family.
—Karen Parachek Britton ’63

Your spring issue of Rollins Magazine was
not only stunning to the eye, but also the
contents were extremely interesting. The
photo on the cover is a gem, as is the entire
magazine. I am not a Rollins alum, but I have
always kept in touch with the College as my
mother was one of the two women graduates
in the class of 1905 and she maintained her
Rollins contacts all of her life.
—Eleanor Y. Fisher

The article on Dean A. Arnold Wettstein in
the Spring 2009 issue was so true and moving.
I agree that his wisdom, compassion, and
humor will remain a permanent influence on
the hearts of many for the rest of their lives.
—James A. Wood, Rollins Parent

The Rollins Magazine is absolutely fantastic!
What an outstanding job you and your team
did on this issue. It is easy to see that a lot of
time, attention, and great care went into this
publication. This magazine is one more reason
why I’m proud to be part of the Rollins
Community and the quality I see everywhere
I look, every day.
—Ginny Justice
Rollins Parent and Advancement Writer

I have just finished reading the latest Rollins
Magazine, and I wish I could talk with you
directly to say how absolutely perfect it is! I
have read a lot of campus magazines in my
day, and your latest is the best ever. The format is handsome, especially with its recycled

Mary Wetzel Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA
Editor, Rollins Magazine
Director of Brand & Publication Continuity

paper and soy-based ink, and the photos are
rich and strong. The content fits the theme
perfectly, and it not only communicates the
subject matter but also the new Rollins
“brand.” Thank you and congratulations. You
hit it right out of the ballpark!
—Thaddeus Seymour ’82HAL ’90H
President Emeritus and Professor of English

AROUND THE HORSESHOE

We invite you to
join us on a “walk
of pride” through
some of your alma

IN THE LIMELIGHT
We’re #1—For the fifth consecutive year, Rollins College earned
the number one spot among 117 Southern master’s-level
universities in the annual rankings of “America’s Best Colleges,”
released by U.S. News & World Report.

mater’s top honors
of the past year—

Great debaters—In only its second year, the Rollins
College Varsity Debate Team achieved top 10
finishes at four national competitions and is ranked
number one by the National Parliamentary Debate
Association (NPDA).

achievements that
continue to build
Rollins’ reputation
as one of the leading liberal arts col-

JASON JONES

leges in the country.

Business savvy—Financial Times ranked
the Rollins Executive MBA program at
the Crummer Graduate School of Business
59th in the world and first in Florida.
Forbes magazine ranked the full-time
MBA program 36th nationally for return
on investment, making it the top business
school in Florida. Entrepreneur magazine
ranked the MBA program 22nd in the
nation for entrepreneurial studies. Hispanic Business magazine ranked it number 13 in its “2009 Top Business Schools
for Hispanic Students” issue. Leadership
Excellence magazine ranked the Rollins
MBA program 22nd in the nation and
first in Florida for leadership development education.

Walking the red carpet—Five Rollins students had their class project screened at the worldfamous Cannes Film Festival in the South of France.
What a rush—Three Rollins fraternities and two Rollins sororities received national awards from
their parent organizations this past summer. Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity received the
Excellence in Scholarship Award for achieving an above-3.0 grade point average for all members;
Chi Psi Fraternity received an award for their outstanding efforts in community service; Chi
Omega Sorority received the Award of Excellence for their achievements in scholarship,
membership, initiation, administration, community service, campus activities, and high standards
of personnel and hospitality; Kappa Delta Sorority received the Recognition Award based upon
their achievements in academics, financial standing, programming requirements, and risk
management; and Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity received an award for being in the top 25
chapters for spring recruitment.
High service marks—Rollins earned a 2008 Community Engagement Classification from the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching for its ongoing community service
efforts, joining the less than 5 percent of colleges and universities nationwide to have achieved
this prestigious classification; the Corporation for National and Community Service named
Rollins to the President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll With Distinction for
exemplary service efforts and service to disadvantaged youth—the highest federal recognition
a school can achieve for its commitment to service learning and civic engagement; and
Orange County Public Schools (OCPS) named Rollins one of the 2008-09 Outstanding Partners
in Education for excellence in programming with local schools.
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SCHOLARLY PURSUITS
With four students receiving Fulbright Awards in 2009-10, Rollins was recognized by the
Fulbright Program as the top producer of Fulbright students among all master’s-level
institutions in the nation, ranking number one out of the 81 master’s institutions whose
students received Fulbrights.
Robert Hoffman ’09

Kate Osterloh ’09

Fulbright Scholar—Kate Osterloh ’09 was named a Fulbright Scholarship recipient. As part
of her Fulbright Scholarship, Osterloh will live in Egypt and pursue a dual master’s degree
in international human rights law and migration and refugee studies at the American
University in Cairo. For her graduate studies thesis she will conduct research on the NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs) that are working with refugee populations in and
around Cairo.
Fulbright Fellows—Chase VanSteenburg ’08, Trevor O’Bryan ’09, and Kelly Rolfes-Haase
’09 are each spending a year abroad as part of the Fulbright program. VanSteenburg is in
Spain teaching English to Spanish elementary school students, and O’Bryan and RolfesHaase are serving as English teaching assistants in German middle and high schools.
American Graduate Fellow—The Council of Independent Colleges (CIC) awarded Robert
Hoffman ’09 an American Graduate Fellowship. As a fellow, Hoffman will receive an
award of $50,000 for a year of graduate study. This fall, he entered a doctoral program in
philosophy at the University of Pennsylvania.

Fatema Kermalli ’11

Boren Scholar—The Institute of International Education (IIE) selected Fatema Kermalli ’11 as
one of 130 students from across the U.S. to receive a 2009 David L. Boren Scholarship
for international study. Boren Scholarships provide up to $20,000 to U.S. undergraduate
students to study in areas of the world that are critical to U.S. interests and are underrepresented in study abroad. Kermalli, an international relations major and Jewish studies
minor, is studying at the University of Jordan Language Center in the capital city of Amman
during the 2009-10 academic year.
Athletes make the grade—Sixty-three Rollins student-athletes made the Spring 2009
Sunshine State Conference Commissioner’s Honor Roll by posting at least a 3.20 grade
point average. Participants in men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and women’s golf, men’s
and women’s tennis, softball, baseball, and women’s rowing were eligible for the honor roll.

LAURA J. COLE ’04 ’08MLS

Chase VanSteenburg ’08, Trevor O’Bryan ’09, and Kelly Rolfes-Haase ’09

First-year students volunteered at the Genius Reserve
during orientation week’s SPARC Day of Service. Other
service locations included Second Harvest Food Bank
and Fern Creek Elemenatary School.
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GOOD SPORTS
SSC Female Athlete of the Year—Rollins pitching standout Nicole Anderson ’09 was selected
as the 2009 Sunshine State Conference Female Athlete of the Year. Anderson helped lead
Rollins to its first SSC softball title with her 27-6 record and 0.85 ERA. In 213.2 innings pitched,
she struck out 324 batters and held opponents to a .155 batting average.

Two teams place at Nationals—The
Rollins women’s golf team tied for third
at the 2009 NCAA Division II National
Championships—the 11th time Rollins
has placed third or better in the tournament’s 14-year history, including five
title wins. In water ski, the Rollins
women took the top three spots in
slalom and Geena Krueger ’12 was the
overall champion to lead the Rollins
water ski team to a fifth-place finish at
the NCWSA National Championships.

Post-season advancement—The Women’s soccer,
women’s basketball, men’s swimming, women’s
golf, men’s golf, men’s tennis, women’s tennis,
and softball teams all advanced to NCAA postseason play.
Women claim Mayor’s Cup—Rollins’ women
athletes were awarded The Sunshine State
Conference Mayors’ Cup all-sports trophy, which
recognizes competition in volleyball, soccer,
cross country, basketball, golf, tennis, softball,
and rowing.

Nicole Anderson ’09

SSC Champs x 4—The women’s golf, women’s
soccer, women’s basketball, and softball teams
all won Sunshine State Conference Champion–
ship titles.

PHOTOS BY NATE WEYANT

Geena Krueger ’12

SSC Championship women’s basketball team

SSC Championship women’s soccer team

WORTH
MENTIONING

PORTRAIT OF A PRESIDENT

Class of 2013 by the numbers—
• Entering first-year students: 467
• Number of first-year applicants:
3000
• Diversity: 23% are Black, Asian,
Hispanic, or international
• Average SAT score: 1221
• Come from: 345 high schools,
33 states, 17 foreign countries
It’s all Greek to me—For the academic year 2008-09, Rollins fraternities and sororities had an overall
PORTRAIT BY EVERETT RAYMOND KINSTLER ’83H

President Emeritus Thaddeus Seymour
’82HAL ’90H holds a significant place in
Rollins history, having served the College
for 12 years (1978-1990) as its 12th president. On May 7, 2009, nearly 20 years
after his tenure came to a close, he was
recognized for this service with the ceremonial unveiling of an official presidential
portrait, created by renowned portrait
artist and Seymour’s personal friend
Everett Raymond Kinstler ’83H.
At the event, Seymour told the story
of how the Rollins portrait “knitted together” his academic career. “When you’re
in my line of work, it is common to have
your portrait painted,” he said. “This one
makes three for me.” He went on to explain
that for his first portrait, painted in 1969 to
commemorate his tenure as a dean at
Dartmouth, he wore a Harris Tweed jacket
he had purchased when he began
teaching English in 1954. Twenty-four
years later, in 1978, Seymour wore the same
jacket when Kinstler was commissioned to
paint a portrait of him commemorating his tenure as president of Wabash College.
“When Ray was asked to paint my portrait for Rollins, he wondered if I still had that old tweed jacket,”
Seymour said. “I explained that tweed is not much worn in Florida, but ‘Yes, I do still wear it occasionally.’
He smiled and suggested I wear it for this portrait.”
As his portrait was revealed, Seymour, in true “Thad” fashion, removed the blue blazer he was
wearing and replaced it with the historic Harris Tweed jacket (now accented with leather patches on the
elbows). After the laughter and applause subsided, Seymour, donning the jacket that had journeyed
50-plus years through higher education with him, said of the portrait, “I love the setting, the campus with
the Chapel tower at its heart, and I am deeply touched by this occasion. It is a great honor to join the
gallery of distinguished Rollins presidents who have led and loved this college.”
Seymour continues to serve Rollins as professor of English and his presidential portrait has a
permanent home in the Galloway Room in Mills Memorial Hall.—Laura J. Cole ’04 ’08MLS

GPA average of 3.03. X-Club led
the fraternities with an average
GPA of 3.24 and Alpha Omicron Pi
led the sororities with an average
GPA of 3.29.
Take a bow—In addition to celebrating the graduation of more
than 300 Arts & Sciences students,
Spring ’09 marked retirement of
four Rollins professors: Archibald
Granville Bush Professor of Science
Donald Griffin ’64, Archibald
Granville Bush Professor of Mathematics Douglas Child, Professor
of Music Edmund Leroy, Richard
James Mertz Professor of Education Alden Moe, Cornell Professor
of Innovative Management
James Higgins, and Harwood
Professor of Operations Management Barry Render.
On board—The Rollins College
Board of Trustees has elected
Susan Whealler Johnston ’75,
executive vice president of the Association of Governing Boards of
Universities and Colleges in Washington, DC; Robert B. Ourisman,
Sr. ’78, president of Ourisman
Automotive in Rockville, MD and

ANNIE GETS HER STONE

— In January 1932, Rollins laid the cornerstone of the Annie Russell

Alumni Trustee; and Philip Tiedtke,

Theatre, named in honor of legendary stage actress Annie Russell ’32H, who was present for the ceremony

chairman and CEO of Eastgate

and went on to serve as the Theatre’s artistic director until her death in 1936. In January 2009, more

Corporation, to three-year terms.

than three quarters of a century later, Rollins placed another stone in tribute to the actress: this time, in

Rollins revival—Head of Archives

the College’s celebrated Walk of Fame. Russell’s relatives were

and Special Collections Wenxian

on hand to set the stone, which came from Russell’s home in

Zhang discovered a rare manu-

Winter Park. The stone—the 531st to be placed in the Walk of

script in Rollins’ archives. Written

Fame—is inscribed with an abridged version of the following

circa 1855, the manuscript is one of
the first novels written in Florida’s

quote from one of the many letters Russell wrote: “I am always

history. Together with Kenneth

a student; I shall never stop thinking, studying, learning as long as

Curry Professor of Literature Mau-

I live. There is so much to do, so much to express, such worlds of

rice “Socky” O’Sullivan, Zhang

artistic beauty to explore.” —Laura J. Cole ’04 ’08MLS

edited and published A Trip to
Florida for Health and Sport: The Lost
1855 Novel of Cyrus Parkhurst Condit.
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By Laura J. Cole ’04 ’08MLS

Repository

FOR

Research

Students launch Rollins Undergraduate Research Journal

RESEARCH PAPER: two words that have been known to
induce panic attacks in many an undergraduate student.
It’s an assignment that can create anxiety for even the
most disciplined of students. Some turn the project into a
lifestyle, spending weeks or even months gathering resources,
collecting index cards, mapping outlines, and revising sentences.
Others pack the process into a single night, spurred on by Red
Bull, coffee, junk food, or pure last-minute adrenalin. Regardless
of the path chosen, completion of a research paper is a cause
for celebration.
But what happens to the final result of all that knowledge
accumulated and time spent? After being marked with a grade,
most are relegated to a life of darkness in a storage box or file
cabinet—or worse, a waste basket at the end of the semester. It’s
an unfortunate destiny that led two Rollins students to ponder
the question, “What can we do to preserve our research papers?”
For Fay Pappas ’09, who majored in political science and
minored in creative writing, the concern surfaced during her first
year at Rollins when she attempted to track down a research
journal her brother, Goldwater Scholar Peter Pappas ’97, had

written more than a decade earlier as an undergraduate
student. Much to her consternation, she explained, “When I asked
people about it, they had no idea what I was talking about.”
Around the same time, biology and environmental studies
major Clayton Ferrara ’09 was completing an exhaustive studentfaculty collaborative research project on starfish hybridization
with Assistant Professor of Biology Fiona Harper. Proud of the
accomplishment, Ferrara wondered what would become of
their research findings.
Pappas and Ferrara met while working on Brushing literary
and arts journal, and it didn’t take long for them to realize their
mutual concern. The two hit on the idea of a venue that would
allow Rollins undergraduate students to publish and share their
work—something that would elevate the level of academic
discourse at Rollins. A year later, their idea materialized in the
form of the Rollins Undergraduate Research Journal (RURJ).
Bringing the journal to life, however, proved to be a more
daunting task than either had anticipated. “My initial thinking
was that this is something the school should be doing,” Pappas
said. “I figured that if we approached the faculty with the idea,

“I could never be more
grateful to have had the
opportunity to see a small
idea transform into a vision
and then into a reality. The
only thing that comes close
to this is going through it all
with individuals who are now
some of my closest friends
and advisers. In the end,
RURJ wasn’t only about
research, but about acting on

obstacles.”
—Fay Pappas ’09
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your passion, no matter the

JUDY WATSON TRACY

“I think it’s really important to do research when
you’re an undergrad. I
think that it’s maybe the
most vital thing besides
enrolling in college in the
first place. You’re seeing
if what you’ve been
educated to do is what
you enjoy.”
—Clayton Ferrara ’09

they would jump and say, ‘Of course, we should do this!’ and they’d take
it from there.” While the faculty and administration were very supportive,
it soon became clear that if Pappas and Ferrara wanted an undergraduate research journal to come to fruition, they would have to do the
legwork. So they took on the challenge and began laying the foundation
for the Rollins Undergraduate Research Journal.
They quickly encountered a major hurdle they hadn’t thoroughly
considered: how would this journal be funded? There was no student
funding available for such a project. With their usual determination,
Pappas and Ferrara wasted no time and went straight to the top,
making their case to President Lewis Duncan. As luck would have it,
their conversation with him revealed a pleasant coincidence: “Little did
we know that President Duncan had himself spearheaded Dartmouth’s
undergraduate research journal and was more than eager to support
the same endeavor at Rollins,” Pappas said. They left the meeting with
a $5,000 startup commitment and renewed optimism for accomplishing
their goal.
Pappas and Ferrara rolled up their sleeves and went to work—
finding editors and soliciting submissions. However, they soon began
to realize that publishing a journal with in-depth theses—some more
than 150 pages long—would be difficult if not impossible on a one-time
allotment of $5,000. Their original vision of a printed journal “was
quelled due to financial problems of our just not having enough money
to print some kind of 800-page beast to send out to the whole world,”
Ferrara said.
So the pair regrouped and realized the most practical way to go
was to create an online journal. Knowing this format would have unique
copyright implications for which they would need guidance, they
recruited as their adviser Jonathan Miller, director of the Olin Library
and an expert in copyright law.

Miller helped them set up RURJ as an “open access” journal—one
that is freely accessible, yet copyrighted. “Open access journals tend to
have higher readerships and are cited more often than similar journals
that are in print or are offered through subscription,” Miller said. “It
seems a good way to build readership for the journal, to introduce the
students to new ideas about how scholarly information is communicated, and to raise their awareness of the trends in the economics of
journal publishing and their negative impact upon library budgets in
higher education.” He also had RURJ added to WorldCat, a listing of
national journals.
In that first year, a group of RURJ editors composed entirely of
students reviewed around 35 journal submissions. While the journal is
completely peer reviewed, Ferrara and Pappas didn’t want their classmates to know that. “From the outset, our goal was to make this look
like students had nothing to do with it,” Pappas said. “We wanted
students to think faculty and administrators were reviewing their
papers so they’d know being accepted into the journal was something
prestigious.” In the end, 12 papers were selected for inclusion in the
inaugural issue of RURJ, which was launched in April 2007 at rurj.org.
Pappas and Ferrara graduated in May and passed the torch to this
year’s editor, Shannon Brown ’10, who is hard at work with her editorial
staff preparing for the launch of the sixth issue of RURJ later this fall.
“Fay and Clayton envisioned a journal fully connected to the broader
undergraduate research community and with the same reputation for
excellence as the long-established journals of any leading university,”
Brown said. “That vision guided their decisions and laid the foundations
on which the new leadership continues to build.” ■
Fay Pappas is currently attending law school at the University of Florida and
Clayton Ferrara is director of education at the Oakland Nature Preserve and
owns Terra Firma tutoring company.
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Professor and politician team up to show students how politics really works

THE

Inside View

The oftrepeated cliché
“It’s best to not
watch sausage
or legislation
being made”
reflects a basic
truth about
American politics:
what happens
in actual
governance is
not necessarily
what political
science theory
would predict.

8

Last fall, Hamilton Holt School students got the
inside scoop on local politics in an innovative course
taught jointly by Richard Crotty, the mayor of Orange
County, and Richard Foglesong, George D. and Harriet
W. Cornell Professor of Politics and chair of the political
science department. Politics and Political Science
brought theory and practice together in a unique format,
with college professor teaching political theory and local
politician providing firsthand information on actual cases,
side by side. “Mayor Crotty provided that ‘inside baseball’
knowledge—who said what to whom to get things done,”
explained Foglesong, “and I provided the historical and
theoretical perspective.”
“We were an odd couple in some respects,”
Foglesong said of the teaching team. “We’re the same
age, we have the same first name, and we’ve been at our
craft for the same number of years. I’ve been teaching
and he’s been in office for 30 years.” It turned out to be
an ideal match.
The course, which focused on actual Central Florida
projects—both successes and failures—involving issues
ranging from taxation and transportation to economic
development and growth management, brought a
valuable new twist to the traditional case-study format:
thanks to Crotty’s connections, students got an in-depth
look at the politics of these initiatives through the eyes
of many of the key players, who were invited to the class
as guest speakers. In fact, an invitation to speak to the
Rollins class became something of a hot ticket, according
to Crotty. “When word got out about it, friends approached me wanting to participate.” The one requirement, he told them, was that they be willing to speak
frankly about the politics of the subject at hand.
In one case study, former Orlando mayor Bill Frederick and Central Florida businessman Rick Walsh, both
participants in the Mobility 20/20 transportation initiative
of 2003 (Walsh volunteered as the campaign’s chairman),
joined Crotty and Foglesong to present their perspectives

ROLLINS MAGAZINE

By Warren Miller ’90MBA
and Renée Anduze ’04HH

on the project. Born of a 21-member commission formed
by Crotty and headed by Frederick, the $8.8-billion
proposal to solve Central Florida’s transportation problems
was thought to be a shoo-in. In the end, it was defeated,
leaving its proponents stunned. From the firsthand
accounts of the speakers, students gained insights not
only into the process of the initiative, but also into why it
failed. “I was surprised. I learned that timing, behind-thescenes planning, and networking are why things work,”
said environmental and growth management studies
major Garreth Bender, an Orange County deputy sheriff
who aspires to become Orange County mayor some day.
In another case, the class was addressed by most of
the central figures in the $1.1-billion effort to fund a wide
array of arts and sports venues in downtown Orlando,
including Steve Hogan from Florida Citrus Sports, Alex
Martins from the Orlando Magic basketball franchise, Jim
Pugh of the Arts Center Board, and Kathy Ramsberger
from the Orlando Performing Arts Center.
“Having access to such big-name officials was a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me and for my peers,”
said environmental and growth management studies
major Brendan O’Connor.
The significance of the guest speakers went far
deeper than the celebrity factor, Foglesong explained.
“The students learned about the real challenges of
exercising power successfully. The founders of our
country thought that a divided political system was the
antidote to too much power at the top. As a result,
politicians have to form coalitions to make anything
happen. Our students got to see how that’s done,” he
said. “They also got to see the role of serendipity—the
stars have to line up for anything to succeed, and
sometimes they don’t. For example, the medical village at
Lake Nona came about in part because [Lake Nona
developer] Joe Lewis ran into a Burnham Institute board
member at a golf tournament and had the opportunity
to pitch him about the benefits of being in Orlando.”

JUDY WATSON TRACY
Professor RIck Foglesong (l) and Mayor Richard Crotty

Both the downtown arts and sports venues and the medical complex are moving
forward. But the difficulties of funding transportation projects were as much a lesson as
the successes. Both the Mobility 20/20 plan, which failed to win in a special referendum,
and the commuter rail proposal, which was defeated in the State legislature shortly after
the class concluded, were stark reminders that nothing in politics is assured.
“We walked through the challenges—which jurisdictions would offer what funding
level and who was involved in the negotiation,” Crotty said. “The commuter rail plan
had the federal government in at 50 percent, State government at 25 percent, and local
government at 25 percent. Within local government, there were four counties, one big
city, and minor terminals in other small cities. It got pretty complex. Students left the
class thinking it was a done deal—which it should have been. Every local government
voted for the plan, so one would think that the State would almost automatically fall in
line. But it didn’t.”
Both Crotty and Foglesong were impressed with the level of participation of their
students, who followed the issues closely. “We had to answer a lot of well-studied,
detailed questions,” Crotty said. “On the last day of class, I had a sense that it was like
the end of boot camp or a political campaign, which is a feeling of bonding with the
people who’ve gone through it with you. I hope that maybe, because of my experience,
I was able to share some information that was useful.”
According to the students, who gave the course rave reviews, it was a unique and
valuable lesson in politics. “It was a great opportunity to be a student in such an
innovative class that combines books with real-life experience,” said political science
major Sabrina Ramirez. “Local leaders have the hard task of making great things
happen, yet they have very limited power. I have a newfound respect for them.” ■
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“THE FOUNDERS OF OUR COUNTRY
THOUGHT THAT A DIVIDED POLITICAL
SYSTEM WAS THE ANTIDOTE TO TOO
M U C H P OW E R AT T H E TO P. AS A
R E SULT, POLITICIANS HAVE TO FORM
COALITIONS TO MAKE ANYTHING HAPPEN. OUR STUDENTS GOT TO SEE HOW
THAT’S DONE. THEY ALSO GOT TO SEE
THE ROLE OF SERENDIPITY—THE STARS
HAVE TO LINE UP FOR ANYTHING TO
SUCCEED, AND SOMETIMES THEY DON’T.”
—RICHARD FOGLESONG
GEORGE D. AND HARRIET W. CORNELL
PROFESSOR OF POLITICS AND
CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE
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A SPECIAL

PLACE

Golfers, TKEs, and KDs were among hundreds of alumni
who returned to their alma mater to celebrate anniversaries,

IN TIME

milestones, and everything Rollins. There was laughter and
tears, shared memories and embraces, and overwhelming
spirit and pride for a college experience that holds a

REUNION 2009

special place in time for so many.
John Faber ’75, Kathleen Mueller Flanigan ’84, Danielle Lunger ’06, and John Hall ’75 ’75MBA

BY AMANDA D’ASSARO

▼

LINKED TOGETHER
Golfers from all eras gathered “On the
Green” with men’s golf coach Kyle
Frakes ’89HH and Athletic Director

TKE TURNS 50
In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
Zeta Phi chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon at
Rollins, more than 75 TKE alumni from the
classes 1960-2008 returned to the campus
for Reunion Weekend. Brothers enjoyed an
all-TKE weekend of events, including an open
house at Pugsley Hall, an alumni vs. actives
flag football game on Mills Lawn, a chapter
meeting, and evening events around town.

▼

▼

Pennie Parker. A special salute was
made to the sport and its alumni and
coaches during the annual Sports
Hall of Fame breakfast. Golfers Dan
O’Callaghan ’95 and Cherie Hansen
Robinson ’96 were among the five
alumni inducted into the College’s
Sports Hall of Fame this year.

Nate Selzer ’06, Keith McLaughlin ’04HH, John Lane ’04, and Eric Allen ’06

Jack ’49 and Pris Likely Northrup ’49 and
Joe Friedman ’49
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Kelsey Broadmeadow ’10, Alumni Relations
Administrative Assistant Sara Patrick ’08, Jessie
Donnelly Salzman ’05, and Ann Salter ’04

▼

1999-2008 KD Alumni

GREEN AND WHITE REUNITE
Sisters of Kappa Delta reunited in celebration of the 15th anniversary of the
Zeta Xi chapter at Rollins. “Bigs” and “Littles” from near and far reconnected
during their all-alumnae gathering and reminisced about their days of olive
green and pearl white. A highlight of the weekend was an open house
hosted by KD actives in their Fox Hall home.
▼

GOOD SPORTS
President Lewis Duncan (far l) and Director of
Athletics Pennie Parker (far r) were on hand as former
Tars (l-r) Elizabeth Bartels Thorne ’98 (softball),
Rhoni Barton Bischoff ’98 (water ski), Monica
Bonilla Magana ’99 (women’s tennis), Dan
O’Callaghan ’95 (men’s golf), and Cherie Hansen
Robinson ’96 (women’s golf) received Rollins’ highest athletic honor: induction into the Rollins College
Sports Hall of Fame. The five 2009 inductees joined
172 other sports standouts who have a permanent
place in Tars history as members of the Hall of
Fame. Hall of Famer and tennis great Nancy Corse
Reed ’55 (see memorial tribute, p. 70) was honored
with a display of her many accomplishments that
will permanently adorn the Alfond Sports Center’s
Tar Hall of Fame Room.

Elizabeth Schneider Peele ’76 and husband John

Assistant Director of Development
Leslie Carney ’03 ’09MBA, Tommy
Tar, and Alumni Relations Administrative Assistant Sara Patrick ’08
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▼

A SPECIAL

PLACE
IN TIME
▼

REUNION 2009

The Class of 1959

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
Members of the Class of 1959 revisited Rollins for a memorable
celebration of their 50th class anniversary. World-renowned
organist Janice Milburn Beck ’59 delighted her classmates with
an evening recital at Knowles
Memorial Chapel. Fond memories
were shared during an impromptu
conversation facilitated by
President Lewis Duncan at the
class’s formal Golden Celebration dinner. Rev. Dr. Anne
Wilkinson Benedict Bloch ’59
delivered the sermon at the
weekend’s closing Alumni Chapel
Service.
Janice Milburn Beck ’59

Elmer Lott ’59
Rev. Dr. Anne Wilkinson Benedict Bloch ’59 and Jack Rich ’38

▼

SPRUCING UP ROLLINS
In honor of his 10th Reunion, Andy Adler '99
chose to give back to his alma mater by
volunteering as a Reunion Class Agent and
by making a gift to enhance the campus
landscape. "From the day I stepped foot on
the Rollins campus as a high school senior,
I have been taken by the unique beauty of
the Rollins campus, and I want to help preserve that beauty for future generations."
Andy Adler '99 and wife Nancy Margaret
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GROVE PARTY
More than 250 alumni, joined by Rollins’ very own Tommy Tar, crowded
the shore of Lake Virginia near the Alfond Boathouse at the 14th annual
Grove Party. Event hosts Bill Bieberbach ’70 ’71MBA and Tom duPont
’70 sent everyone home with a souvenir koozie to commemorate the
popular event.

Back Row: Katie Zellmer ’07, Erin Kilmartin ’06, Megan LaBlanc ’06, Hillary Rose
’06, and Victoria Palace ’07 Front Row: Carly Jolley ’06 and Sally Johnston ’06

Sigma Nu: Trustee Ron Gelbman ’69 ’70MBA, Chuck Bauernschmidt ’69, Wiley
Buchanan ’69 ’71MBA, and Stu Harrison ’69

Philip ’79 and Joanne Lutz, Chris Sullivan ’79, Dolly McClellan Roberts ’79
and husband Steve

Shaun Porter ’04, Rawley Dunn ’03, Elizabeth Bundy ’04, Matthew Santini ’04, and
Jourdan Haynes ’04

Virginia Sands Casey ’64, Dennis Casey ’63, and Saundra Sands Hester ’59

Maureen Redfearn Murphy ’89, Susie West Spoor ’89, and Lisa Stevenson ’89
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T H E

C O R N E L L
FIVE YEARS SINCE IT BEGAN, THE PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION CONTINUES TO ELEVATE THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE —
AND PERSONALITY — OF THE ROLLINS STUDENT BODY.
P H OTOS BY

JUDY
WATSON
TRACY

FOR ANYONE WHO ENVISIONS A COLLECTION OF FULL-RIDE SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS AS A
NERD PARADE, the Cornell Scholars are shockingly…well…cool.
Rock stars, actors, world travelers, hard-core runners, alternative music DJs, political activists, fraternity
and sorority members—all rank among the elite few chosen to be Cornell Scholars. Of course, they all
happen to be serious academics, as well, conducting world-class research in everything from astrophysics to
anthropology.
Now in its fifth year, the Cornell Scholars program is supported by a gift from the late George D. Cornell
’35 ’85H. Each year, it provides up to 10 full scholarships, including tuition and room and board, renewable each
year, for a value of more than $180,000. Scholars must maintain a 3.6 GPA and live on campus all four years,
and are invited to enroll in the Honors Degree Program. They are also mentored in the application process for
external awards like Rhodes and Truman Scholarships.
It is, as Cornell Scholar Eric Bindler ’09 says, “a sweet deal.”
Potential Cornell Scholars do not apply for the award, but are selected from the general applicant pool.
Typically, qualifying students have high school GPAs higher than 3.6, with a challenging course load, and
combined SAT scores higher than 1420 or ACT composites higher than 32. Once these criteria narrow the field
to 75 possible candidates, it’s time for the Cornell Scholars Competition Weekend.
Held in the spring, the Competition brings all of the candidates (and their parents) together on campus
for a full-immersion college experience. Mock discussion-based classes are held. Intensive interviews take
place with faculty members, current Cornell Scholars, and admission staff. Essays are written, to be graded
by professors. “These high-achieving students love competition,” said Provost Roger Casey. “They grew up
watching Survivor on TV and they get really charged up by the notion of having to win their spot. It is a very
effective format.”
Candidates know they need to make themselves memorable, so they come prepared, mannerly, and
perhaps a little suspicious. “Everything was being judged—just pure scrutiny—so you knew you had to leave
your mark with everyone you interacted with,” said Scholar Christian Kebbel ’12. “I made the joke that I was
sure someone would pull the fire alarm in our hotel in the middle of the night, so anyone who made the
mistake of coming down on the elevator could be crossed off the list.”
In truth, the weekend is not designed to set students up to fail, but to see where they succeed.
Debra Wellman, who coordinated the last two competitions in her role as associate dean of the faculty,
said high marks are given to students who ask thoughtful questions, have read the assignment, and
behave respectfully to other students.
“What we’re looking for during the competition is young people who have a passion to make a difference,”
Casey said. “These are the 10 best academic change agents.” continued
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Adi Mahara ’12
Kathmandu, Nepal
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Crucial to the program’s success is not only the quality of
the applicants, but also the enthusiasm of the faculty. More than
50 professors volunteer for the Competition Weekend. “Seeing
the interaction with the professors, knowing they would be
accessible, that was the main thing that made me realize Rollins
was the right fit for me,” said Scholar Jessica Duran ’11.
Jay Shivamoggi, director of external and competitive
scholarships, said the faculty is also essential to providing
Cornell Scholars with support as they apply for academic
awards such as Fulbright and Truman Scholarships. She organizes faculty interview panels and keeps track of the required
faculty recommendations (and attendant deadlines) for Cornell
Scholars applying for prestigious awards.
“All of the Cornell Scholars have gotten this far because
they are very special people, but they are also very modest,”
she said. Often, even the highest-achieving students limit
themselves, believing certain awards or graduate programs
are too competitive to attempt. Shivamoggi’s job is to reassure
them that their academic future doesn’t end with their Rollins
degree. “In our very first meeting, I ask them not to tell me
about their goals, but to tell me about their dreams. Once I
know what they’re passionate about, that’s when I start to
push them relentlessly toward their dream, challenging them
to take every opportunity this campus provides, to apply for
prestigious scholarships, to think big about what programs
they should pursue. Many times, even Cornell Scholars don’t
know how good they are, how special they are. If they don’t
try, they’ll never know, but if they try and succeed, the rewards
are amazing.”
Obviously, providing full rides to 10 students every year
is an expensive endeavor. But the returns are manifold. The
Competition Weekend draws many more qualified students
than there are awards, but it is so engaging and well executed
that many of the also-ran candidates end up enrolling at
Rollins, scholarship or not. In fact, according to Casey, before
the Cornell Scholars program, Rollins enrolled less than 20
percent of the highest-achieving applicants. In the first
year of the Competition, the yeses from top-tier applicants
came in at 57 percent. “It’s legitimate to say we have doubled
our yield rate on high-achieving students,” he said.
Recent graduate Joseph Bromfield ’09 believes the program
is profitable in both directions. “As much as I benefited from
the Cornell Scholarship,” he said, “the College also benefits
immeasurably from having a dedicated core of scholars
excelling in their chosen fields.”
Casey agrees, saying that Scholars add something “infectious” to the learning environment and are likely to be patrons
of the College later in life. Attracting top-level students, he said,
is no different than offering scholarships to talented athletes.
“If you are on a mission to enhance the academic quality and
national visibility of an institution, you have to find and attract
those students who represent the best of the best.” ■
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THE DOUBLE-THINKER

CONSIDER DOUBLE MAJOR JESSICA DURAN before making
generalizations about “right-brained” versus “left-brained” thinking. Her
brain fires impressively on both sides, illustrated by her two disparate
fields of study: music and biochemistry.
“They’re complete opposites, but I just couldn’t pick between the
two,” Duran said. “Science is so intense I thought I would have to give up
music, but I’ve been playing piano since I was 3. All it took was one music
theory class for me to realize how much more I have to learn about
music. Luckily I can do both.”
Duran’s schedule fires on all cylinders, too. In addition to her lab work
and practice on the piano, she feeds the homeless with Help for the
Homeless, volunteers at Florida Hospital, and has started Dance Therapy,
similar to an organization she created in high school that provides tap,
hip-hop, and ballet lessons to kids with disabilities. Duran spent one
summer break at MIT studying genetics and another at Yale shadowing
physicians and researching gene therapies.
True to her double-thinking ways, Duran doesn’t have a simple
medical degree in mind: She intends to pursue both an M.D. and a Ph.D.
so she can conduct cutting-edge research and work as a practicing
physician at the same time.
“I feel very fortunate at Rollins, to be able to study in a liberal arts
environment,” she said. “If I had had to limit myself to only one subject,
I would feel like such a lopsided person.”

Majors: Biochemistry & Music
Hometown: Windermere , FL
Little-known fact: Completed summer research at both
MIT and Yale
Listens to: Debussy’s Clair de Lune
Favorite literary character: Elizabeth Bennett
Known for: The smile
Admits to… hating the word “impossible”
Favorite toy as a child: Doctor’s kit (still has it)
You did what? Went skydiving
Nickname: Jessie
Breakfast: Scrambled eggs, toast, fruit
Favorite quote: “The ultimate measure
of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at
times of challenge and controversy.” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)
In 10 years: Physician. Musician.
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THE GUITAR HERO

ERIC BINDLER KNOWS YOUR NEXT TWO QUESTIONS if your first question to him is,
“What’s your major?”
“They always say, ‘What in the world is ethnomusicology?’ and then, ‘What kind of job
can you get with it?’”
For the record, ethnomusicology is the study of music in its cultural context (ever wonder
why it’s the sitar and not the banjo in Indian folk songs?) and it’s the field in which Bindler
is now working towards his doctorate at Indiana University, where he earned a full scholarship.
“I’ve lived all over the place so I’ve always been interested in other cultures,” he said.
“What’s cool is that I get to learn the history and significance of potentially every instrument
in the world—and I also get to play them. That’s what I’m really excited about.”
Bindler is not new to performing world music. While at Rollins, he was lead guitarist for
his Winter Park rock band the Thought Doctors. He also undertook serious research at
Rollins, with a collaborative project with anthropology professor Robert Moore, traveling
to China to document Mandarin slang.
“There’s no way I would have been given that kind of opportunity as an
undergrad at any other college and it was great preparation for what I’ll
be doing in grad school,” Bindler said. “Rollins was the happiest time
of my life. I already miss it.”

Major: Music Minor: Anthropology
Hometown: Westin, FL (by way of Trinidad)
Little-known fact: Lead guitarist of the
Thought Doctors
(www.thoughtdoctorsmusic.com/music)
Admires: Musician Joe Strummer
Favorite literary character:
Sal Paradise
Known for: Big feet
Admits to… overusing the
word “dude”
Favorite toy as a child:
Z-Bots (still has them)
You did what? Acted in a Campus
MovieFest film
Breakfast: No. Sleep.
Favorite quote: “The future is unwritten.”
(Joe Strummer)
Dream job: Rock star
In 10 years: World traveler. Doctor.
(“the Ph.D. kind, not the medical kind”)
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IT’S ALL IN THE

3.6
3.8
3
1420
1433
70
9
100
MINIMUM HIGH SCHOOL
GPA REQUIRED FOR
CONSIDERATION

AVERAGE HIGH
SCHOOL GPA OF
CORNELL SCHOLARS

HIGH SCHOOL
VALEDICTORIANS

MINIMUM
SAT SCORE
REQUIRED
FOR CONSIDERATION

AVERAGE SAT
SCORE OF
CORNELL
SCHOLARS

PERCENTAGE OF CORNELL
SCHOLARS WHO ARE
MULTILINGUAL

LANGUAGES SPOKEN (ARABIC,
CHINESE, FRENCH, JAPANESE,
NEPALESE, ROMANIAN, SPANISH,
TAMIL, AND ENGLISH AS A
SECOND LANGUAGE

PERCENTAGE OF CORNELL
SCHOLAR GRADUATES
WHO WERE ACCEPTED TO
GRADUATE SCHOOL
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THE CHARACTER

THE LEADING MAN

CHELSEA DYGAN IS QUITE THE
character—in the complicated way only a
super-smart actor can be. She is at once
silly and clever, vulnerable and brave, goofy
and gorgeous. In recent Annie Russell Theatre seasons, she has played stern Sister
Aloysius in Doubt, hilarious Felicia in I Hate
Hamlet, and fairy queen Titania in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, true characters all.
But she’s discovered that she’s wild for
the kind of quirky roles that only come
unscripted.
“Improv is my passion. It has made me
more playful, bolder, a better communicator,
more trusting,” said Dygan, who performs
with Rollins Improv Players and serves on
its team of directors. She also recently
worked on a collaborative re search project
with David Charles, associate professor of theatre arts and
dance, as a dramaturgical researcher on a long-form improvisation inspired by classical tragedies. Titled It’s All Greek to Me, the production is
slated to take the stage in the 2010 season. Charles said he was fortunate
to have worked alongside a student with such talent.
“Chelsea is an undeniable audience favorite with Rollins Improv Players,”
Charles said. “It is her fearlessness on and off the stage, her attention to detail
and nuance, and her passion and drive for excellence that make her an ideal
Cornell Scholar and theatre major alike.”
In addition to her Honors courses and theater projects, Dygan works for
the trapeze group Aerial Angels as their booking and publicity agent (she’s
too afraid of heights to join the act, however) and she performs in local
fundraisers, all of which put her passion to good use.
“My life goal,” she said, “is to improvise all day, every day.”
Sounds like an excellent skillset for a busy Cornell Scholar.

ANYONE WHO EVER SAT SPELLBOUND in the Annie Russell Theatre
as Joseph Bromfield took to the stage fully understands the concept of
star quality: Bromfield has it in abundance, that ability to beguile an
audience. He has starred in Rumors, Equus, and The Importance of Being
Earnest, as well as numerable productions with Rollins Improv Players.
“Joseph is a very committed and disciplined actor and I think he
succeeds on stage because he is so present,” said Jennifer Cavenaugh,
Winifred M. Warden Professor of Theatre Arts and Dance. “Though many
people think actors have a certain quality that makes them seem special
on stage, I have found that most good acting is actually the result of very
hard work.”
Perhaps Bromfield’s appeal has something to do with his Southern
charm. Raised in Signal Mountain, Tennessee, he calls himself a former
“good ol’ boy” turned global citizen. As a Rollins student, he attended a
theater conference in Prague and studied in Buenos Aires, where he
became fluent in Spanish (and tango). After graduation, he lived in Venice
for a month as an English tutor.
Currently, he is attending the classical acting program at the London
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, which Cavenaugh says is one of the
most prestigious acting schools in the world. “It is a real accomplishment
to have been accepted there,” she said.
The stage may be Bromfield’s first love—he plans to launch his acting
career after the LAMDA program—but academic pursuits have been a
close second. While a Cornell Scholar, Bromfield collaborated on two major
projects with Cavenaugh: researching a

Major: Theatre
Hometown: Jacksonville, FL
Little-known fact: Had a pet chicken (“Courka”)
So relates to: Comedienne Tina Fey
Would rather be…picking raspberries at her family’s hunting camp
in Pennsylvania
Favorite literary character: Amelia Bedelia
Known for: Freckles
Admits to… being terrified of heights
Favorite toy as a child: Zippy the Monkey (still has it)
You did what? Jumped in Lake Virginia in the middle of the night
Breakfast: Coffee
Favorite quote: “A day without laughter is a day wasted.” (Charlie Chaplin)
Dream job: Acting role on The Office
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THE STRATEGERIST

MARSHALL MUNDEN TAKES HIS STUDIES SERIOUSLY, but himself?
Not so much.
When asked what single word describes him best, he deadpans,
“strategery”—Saturday Night Live’s mock George Bushism.
Munden’s sense of humor, combined with his intellect and ambition
might actually be an excellent strategery for success. It certainly helped him
land a spot on the roster of Cornell Scholars.
“All of the Cornell Scholars are pretty much the same kind of driven
overachiever,” he said. “Given the nature of the student that this program
attracts, I’m sure we would all put pressure on ourselves to succeed no
matter what. But we’re incredibly lucky to have been given a great gift. It
allows us to excel in this environment with other equally driven students.”
Like most Cornell Scholars, Munden has a pretty solid strategery for
how he’d like to apply his talents. First, this fall, he is studying in Spain, which
will contribute to his thesis (a comparative analysis about attitudes toward
work, Spain vs. America). After graduation will be business school (his GMAT
score of 720 puts him ahead of the average MBA candidate at Harvard,
Wharton, Dartmouth, and Yale).
After that, he jokes, his dream job is assistant to the World’s
Most Interesting Man.
“Really, I can see myself in business or maybe social
entrepreneurship,” he said. “Or I can see myself
in politics, too.”
Munden has had a taste of the
political as president of Chi Psi
fraternity, where he helped raise
money for Children’s Miracle
Network. He has learned about
teamwork as a former Texas high
school football player. And as a
Cornell Scholar, he has learned
about a global world view, with
his core studies in international
relations.
Now if he could just lighten
up a little…

scholarly paper on the letters exchanged between Annie Russell ’32H and
the novelist Faith Baldwin, and writing (and directing and producing) a
play based on the life of Russell. Working with him, Cavenaugh discovered
that Bromfield has all the qualities of an excellent director: vision, diligence, a thorough understanding of the stage, and a passion for creating
art in service to the community.
Bromfield said their collaboration was life changing. “I will carry
the lessons learned,” he said, “no matter where I end up or what I end
up doing.”
Major: Theatre
Hometown: Signal Mountain, TN
Little-known fact: Knows how to tango
Admires: Actor Kenneth Branagh
Favorite literary character: Peter Pan
Known for: Altitude (he’s 6’3”)
Admits to… saying “absolutely” way too frequently
Favorite toy as a child: GI Joe
You did what? Co-wrote and directed a play (Stage Fright)
Breakfast: Coffee and a banana
Nickname: Jofus, Jober, Jean Shorts
Motto: Laugh, especially at yourself.
Dream job: Artistic director of the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta
In 10 years: Daddy. Artist.

Major: International Relations
Minor: Spanish
Hometown: Austin, TX
Little-known fact: Played high school football
Admires: JFK
Would rather be: Fishing on Lake
Virginia from a rented canoe
Known for: Napping
Admits to… hating the word “no”
Favorite toy as a child:
Fireworks, army men, GI Joe
You did what? Scored a 720 on
the GMAT (good enough for
Harvard Business School)
Breakfast: Bacon
Favorite quote: “If you don’t work, you
don’t eat. You don’t grind, you don’t
shine.” (Mike Jones)
Nickname: Bop
In 10 years: Beach. Sleep.
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THE BAREFOOT PHILOSOPHER

THE TENACIOUS SCHOLAR

THE SYMBOLISM OF HIS NAKED FEET is not lost on philosophy grad
Rob Hoffman— the “bare sole” suggesting the “bared soul.” But, in true
philosopher form, he insists his daily barefootedness in class was not designed to reveal anything about himself, but to make others think more
deeply about their own beliefs.
“I usually turned it around and asked them why they were wearing
shoes,” he said. “I had a bunch of standard answers, like ‘I’m a minimalist’
and ‘I like the way it feels to be barefoot,’ but in part it was just to get
people to reevaluate why they do the things they do.”
Shod or not, Hoffman is the kind of accomplished, well-rounded
student the Cornell program excels in drawing to Rollins. He ran on the
cross-country team, assumed multiple leadership positions with campus
groups, and studied in both China and England. He worked with Tom
Cook, chair of the philosophy department, on research concerning free
will—an experience that clinched his decision to extend his education. “I
knew then that this was what I wanted to do for the rest of my life,” he
said. “It helped me understand that academia was my calling. It was such
a valuable experience.”
Hoffman earned a prestigious American Graduate Fellowship, which
he is using at the University of Pennsylvania’s graduate school. He plans
to pursue his doctorate in philosophy. In case you’re wondering, with
those brittle Philly winters on the horizon, Hoffman does expect to
wear shoes at Penn. Sometimes.
Majors: Philosophy & English
Hometown: Orange Park, FL
Little-known fact: Ran cross-country for the Tars
Listens to: Bob Dylan
Favorite literary character: Arjuna or Hamlet
Known for: Bare feet (every day, every class)
Admits to… wasting time on Wikipedia
Favorite toy as a child: Goofy, driving a car
You did what? Ran up to 100 miles each week
(wearing shoes, yes)
Breakfast: Peanut butter on a banana
Favorite quote: “The unexamined life is not worth living.”
(Socrates)
Dream job: Philosophy professor at a small
liberal arts college
In 10 years: Older Rob
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AMY IARROBINO DISCOVERED her pluck on ice.
A junior figure skater, she once was rushed to the emergency room
after a bad fall, only to return to the competition later in the day to land
the very jump that sent her to the hospital. She learned discipline and
sacrifice on ice, grace under pressure, too. The ice wiped the word “can’t”
from her vocabulary: if Iarrobino said it, her coach made her do push-ups—
on ice.
No longer skating competitively, Iarrobino is now putting her pluck to
good use in various leadership positions on campus. She is active in
Kappa Delta sorority, director of All Campus Events, and co-chair of the
Dance Marathon to benefit Children’s Miracle Network. She also volunteers
in the pediatrics unit of Florida Hospital. “I’ve wanted to be a doctor since
I could talk,” she said.
Professor of Biology Eileen Gregory says Iarrobino has the right
attitude for medical school. “She is tenacious,” she said. “In my class, she
had to research and isolate a specific bacterium and she enjoyed this work
even when it did not proceed as smoothly as she might have wished. After
a couple of months of hard work, she was successful. She maintained her
enthusiasm throughout the process and did it all with a wonderful warm
smile on her face.”
Iarrobino said without the Cornell Scholarship, she would not have
been able to enroll at Rollins and likely would have missed the opportunity
to study abroad (Rome—the “best six weeks of my life”)
and her summer internship studying melanoma at the
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa. “Getting into
research is really competitive. I’m happy I have my foot
in the door,” she said.
After shadowing several doctors, Iarrobino is leaning
toward pediatrics or immunology, which Gregory says will
be a perfect match. “Amy is gentle and warm and able to
explain complicated information in a way that is easy for anyone
to understand. I believe she will be well loved by her patients
and will become an excellent and well-respected physician.”
Major: Biology
Hometown: Tampa
Little-known fact: Ice-skated competitively
as a kid
Admires: Olympic ice skater Michelle Kwan
Favorite literary character: Scout Finch
Known for: Long legs
Admits to… procrastinating by making playlists
on iTunes
Favorite toy as a child: Pink-and-white trike
You did what? Jumped off a cliff in Capri into
the Mediterranean
Nickname: Amos
Breakfast: Bread, yogurt, fruit
Motto: “The past is history, the future a mystery, and
now is a gift—that’s why it’s called the present.”
Dream job: If not an ice-cream taste-tester, then a doctor
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THE PROTOTYPE

NICK HORTON IS THE KIND OF STUDENT who, on his summer
break, conducts experiments on space plasma, lasers, and landmines.
He’s the kind of student who applies for—and receives—the prestigious
Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship for graduate school.
But he’s also the kind of student who travels to Louisiana to help
Hurricane Katrina victims, the kind who loves stand-up comics and
the Red Hot Chili Peppers.
In short, he’s the prototypical Cornell Scholar.
“When I first met Nick at the Cornell Weekend—and this still
makes me laugh when I think about it—he handed me his business
card and said something like, ‘Don’t hesitate to contact me if you
need anything,’” Provost Roger Casey said. “He was that remarkable
and confident and mature at the age of 17. I was astounded by the
promise I saw in him.”
Horton has lived up to that promise. As a first-year student, he
was one of the youngest scientists invited to conduct research at
the Polar Aeronomy and Radio Science Summer School program,
for which he was given one-on-one tutoring by Rollins’ president,
Lewis Duncan. Horton also conducted original research on landmine detection with Archibald Granville
Bush Professor of Science Thomas Moore.
Thanks to the Goldwater Scholarship— presented to only 321 students—
Horton is enrolled in the Ph.D. program
in applied physics at Cornell University.
He credits his liberal arts education at
Rollins, and specifically the Cornell
Scholarship, for such an opportunity.
“The Cornell [Scholarship] is a really great
program,” Horton said. “It not only allowed me to come to
the college that’s perfect for me, but the scholarship
allowed me to have more time to focus on my studies,
not on finding a job to help pay for school. It just took so
much pressure off of me and opened so many doors.”
Major: Physics Minor: Chemistry
Hometown: Longwood, FL (by way of Minnesota)
Little-known fact: Volunteered in New Orleans after
Hurricane Katrina
So relates to: Napoleon Dynamite
Favorite literary character: Don Quixote
Known for: Large skull
Admits to… being afraid of spiders
Favorite toy as a child: K’NEX construction set
(still has it)
You did what? Lost to a chicken in tic-tac-toe
(“2nd grade, roadside attraction, don’t ask”)
Breakfast: Cocoa Krispies
Nickname: Pumpkin
Motto: “Every day is an opportunity
for adventure.”
Dream job: Researcher
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THE QUANTUM LEAPER

THAT FAMILIAR FIRST-YEAR FEELING of homesickness assumes new heights when home is in the
Himalayas, a two-day flight from your dorm room.
For Adi Mahara, who left his family halfway around the globe in Nepal, the quantum leap to
American college life was eased by keeping a Web diary for the Rollins community. The first month
(new foods, wrong-side-of-the-road driving, and Fahrenheit) went surprisingly smoothly.
“Just four weeks on I can already say that my choice to come to Rollins was certainly one of the best
I have made in my life so far,” he wrote. “Although I am 8,600 miles away from home, I still feel at home.”
Now in his second year of studies, Mahara has settled into the life of an international Cornell
Scholar, joining campus groups like the Model UN, Desi Club (which helped him celebrate all of his favorite
Hindu holidays), and the X-Club. He is studying the quarks and quantum equations of physics, with an
eye on grad school for electrical engineering.
Though he is enjoying life as an American undergrad (complete with trips to Disney and South
Beach), he remains firmly connected to home and wants to share that connection with his fellow Tars.
Having successfully organized a health camp in rural Nepal, which treated more than 700 patients,
Mahara plans to take a team of Cornell Scholars with him back to Kathmandu
next summer. “Not only would it broaden their horizons about
another culture,” he said, “but it would help the people of Nepal
at the same time.”

THE PRODIGY

NO ONE CAN ACCUSE CHRISTIAN KEBBEL of having a passing interest in a subject. But a passionate
interest? Most definitely.
Mention music and he’ll talk about his show on WPRK, Leafy Green Digest, and excitedly mention his
favorite Spanish metal band, then that he’s taught himself both piano and drums.
Mention theater and he’ll tell you that when he was 16, he directed (yes, directed) Cabaret at the
IceHouse Theatre, won two Cubie awards for best lead actor and, oh yes (modestly), he was once a child
star and still teaches acting at an Orlando talent agency.
Mention food and he’ll share his dream of opening restaurants around the world, speaking to customers
in their native tongues (he’s studying Spanish, French, Italian, and Arabic), then about his love for the green
market as well as his work packing sandwiches for Help for the Homeless.
And oh, by the way, did I mention he is also a gifted writer, filmmaker, and photographer, and is intensely
curious about world cultures?
“I tend not to do anything halfway,” he said. “I think that’s why Rollins is such a great fit for me. Only
at Rollins could you be taking a physics and philosophy course, a scuba-diving class—that allows you
to get certified and go to Grand Cayman—while you learn how to fence and take creative writing,
while still feeling like you’re taking the steps necessary to graduate on time.”
Kebbel’s passionate interests should in no way suggest flightiness. He is the kind of serious
scholar who catches the eye even of President Lewis Duncan. In August, after providing
him tutoring in physics, Duncan traveled with Kebbel to Alaska to guide him on graduatelevel research on the ionosphere.
“Where else would it be possible for me to do research with the president of my
college the summer after my freshman year?” Kebbel said. “I’m still puzzled how it
happened for me.”
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Major: Physics
Hometown: Kathmandu, Nepal
Little-known fact: 50 hours (duration of his journey
from Nepal)
Listens to: Dave Matthews Band
Favorite literary character: Gandalf
Known for: Uneven smile
Admits to… missing rice as a meal
Favorite toy as a child: Tricycle
You did what? Organized a health camp in
rural Nepal
Nickname: Babu
Breakfast: Fruit and bagel
Motto: “Aim for the stars and even if you fall short,
you’ll land on the moon.”
Dream job: Player for Liverpool FC
[Football Club]
In 10 years: Philanthropic. Old.

THE ACTIVIST

THERE WAS A TIPPING POINT for Fatema Kermalli, and she knows
precisely when it was and what it was—she just doesn’t know why it was.
“Israel’s war in Lebanon three years ago,” she said, “watching it on TV,
I almost felt like I was there. For some reason I can’t explain, I took it all
very personally. It made helping solve the Middle East conflict one of my
life’s goals.”
Such a tipping point would make perfect sense if she were Lebanese. Or
Israeli. But Kermalli has no connection to either country. A Muslim born in
Kuwait to Indian parents and raised in a suburb of Allentown, Pennsylvania,
Kermalli may not know why Lebanon had such an impact on her, but she is
determined to have an impact in return.
Enter the Cornell Scholarship. With it, Kermalli has combined two
majors—international relations and Jewish studies—to immerse herself in all
aspects of the Israeli/Palestinian issue. Kermalli was instrumental in bringing
Arabic language courses to Rollins, is on the staff of The Sandspur, and is
president of Society for a Just Peace in Palestine, which hosts panel
discussions about the conflict. This year, Kermalli is studying Arabic at the
University of Jordan, thanks to the David L. Boren Scholarship, a prestigious
award given to only 130 students nationally. Such an opportunity to expand
her firsthand knowledge of the Middle East would have been unlikely without
first receiving the Cornell, she said.
“The Cornell Scholarship is making independent study available to
me while I’m overseas, so I can make the most of
my experience,” she said. “At Rollins, it’s possible to
take what you’re interested in and just run with it.”

Major: Self-designed interdisciplinary studies
(modern languages, anthropology, creative writing)
Hometown: Winter Park, FL
Little-known fact: Starred in a Muppet movie as a
child (Kermit’s Swamp Years)
Listens to: The Bicycles
Admires: Actor Gary Oldman, Chef Anthony
Bourdain
Favorite literary character: Fievel
Known for: Prominent Adam’s apple
Admits to… doing nothing halfway
Favorite toy as a child: Life-size blow-up
Batman (still has it)
You did what? Taught myself quantum
physics
Breakfast: Slow-cooked whole grains,
crushed walnuts, raw almonds,
bananas, strawberries and blueberries
(all organic), unsweetened soy milk,
dash of cinnamon; two hard-boiled
eggs, glass of pure cranberry juice,
cup of hot green tea and one tablespoon fish oil
Dream job: World chef
In 10 years: Toddlers. Bliss.
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Majors: International Relations & Jewish Studies
Hometown: Whitehall, PA (by way of Kuwait)
Little-known fact: Currently learning Arabic
Admires: President Jimmy Carter
Favorite literary character: Elizabeth Bennett
Known for: The eyes
Admits to… wasting time on Facebook
Favorite toy as a child: Teddy Precious
(still has it)
You did what? Almost slept
through a midterm
Nickname: GG
Breakfast: Oatmeal and tea
Motto: “Live each day as
though it is your last.”
Dream job: Senior advisor in the
State Department
In 10 years: Activist. Mother.
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By Bobby Davis ’82

[

1]

It’s an age-old question uttered countless times by

no clear connection to a small town in Winter Park or

first-year Rollins students and their parents, not to

a college on the shore of a lake. Are there tar pits in

mention athletic opponents and their fans: what’s a Tar?

Winter Park, like the La Brea Tar Pits of Los Angeles,

The Rollins community has often grappled with

one might wonder? Is asphalt highly prized by the

this singular symbol of its identity, and last year, as

natives of Central Florida? Uncertainty abounds—at least

time it referred to all deep-

the College undertook an initiative to strengthen its

for those who don’t do crossword puzzles regularly.

water sailors. These sailors

image, the obscurity of its nearly century-old mascot

For the record, “Tar” is a traditional nickname for

used tarpaulin, a canvas

led College administrators to ponder another

the sailors of the British Empire, the “Jolly Jack Tars”

permeated with tar, to

question: should we trash the Tar?

who ruled the ocean waves, defeated the Spanish

Though “Jack Tar” originally
applied only to those men
who worked the highest
reaches of the rigging, over

cover and seal deck hatches
to protect cargo. Tarpaulin

There are other unusual collegiate athletic nick-

Armada, prevailed against Napoleon’s navy at Trafalgar,

names—the Salukis, Billikens, Banana Slugs, Anteaters,

and served as the proud forebears of our own

windproof clothes for these

Horned Frogs, Poets, Hatters (our neighbors at

national Navy. [1] For the purposes of athletics, “Tar”

men working in rigging in

Stetson), and even the Fighting Okra of Delta State—

conveys the requisite qualities of aggressiveness,

nasty weather. In addition,

names that however silly somehow make sense. The

indomitable spirit, and power, with a certain jaunti-

sailors slathered tar on the

“Tar” is most certainly unique—no other institution of

ness thrown in that seems to fit Rollins. No reptilian

higher learning has adopted it as its mascot. North

Moccasins or mythological Tritons for us; Rollins

Carolina comes closest with its Tar Heels, but “Tar

alumni sail our lives with the wind at our back and a

place. The large square col-

Heel” is a nickname of long standing for denizens of

boundless horizon before us, and we know how to

lar, or bib, you see on sailor

that state, reportedly springing from a description of

survive the occasional hidden reef or violent storm.

suits protected the sailors’

its soldiers’ refusal to run from battle, while “Tar” has

We’re Tars on the Seas of Fate.

uniforms from the tar in

was also used to make

rigging to protect it from
the elements, and even on
their long hair to keep it in

their hair.
.
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Where Did the Tar Come From?

A “Pictorial Presentation of the 1931 Football

The use of “Tar” as Rollins’ athletic nickname and

Season” features a cartoon of a ship named the

mascot begs the question, however: whence did it

“Rollins Jack Tar,” helmed by head football coach

come? Lake Virginia is lovely, and the Atlantic Ocean

“Skipper [Jack] McDowall,” sailing through seas

is an hour’s drive away, but how did the eponymous

populated by sea monsters from rival schools. The

English mariner become the symbol of the College?

cartoon’s caption—“Alumni!—Come Cheer the Rollins

The irony, as Special Assistant to the President

Mariners On!”—suggests that use of the mascot

Steve Neilson noted, is that “there never was a
concrete decision made by anyone to adopt the Tar as

name wasn’t very consistent at the time.
The name was loosely applied as the years
passed, even fading out almost entirely during the
1940s. In a revival effort, in 1956 President Hugh

The United States was sorely unprepared for World

[

2]

McKean ’30 ’72H saw fit to donate a new Rollins mas-

War I, and decrepit whaleboats were probably the
best the Navy could provide for training the sudden

cot, a Mexican burro named “Tar Baby.” (McKean

[

3]

influx of naval volunteers. These boats, the article

started Fox Day that same year—a more successful

went on, “after lying for several years, abandoned and

innovation to enhance school spirit.) Tar Baby, who

rotting on the shore near the old boat house, were

was named after the Uncle Remus story about Br’er

finally burned, much to the delight of Chase Hall and

Rabbit and the briar patch (though the name would

reveals the ludicrous rep-

be considered objectionable today), spent

utation into which he had

most of his time grazing on the grass

fallen. Tar Baby said he

our symbol and mascot; it just sort of evolved

of the Horseshoe in front of the old

could no longer be found

over time and took on a life of its own.”

library, but occasionally was sum-

An article in the Rollins Alumni

moned to the gymnasium, base-

A whimsical Letter to the
Editor of The Sandspur in

the disgust of the Winter Park Fire Department.”

1 9 5 8 f ro m “ Ta r B a by ”

grazing the Horseshoe
because not only did
students throw balled up

Record in March 1928 refers to

ball field, and crew course to

newspaper at him, and

“the [bygone] days when

stand and “cheer.” [3] The first

tease him at night, but

the Rollins Tars were actually

official image of the Rollins Tar

they also painted the poor

‘tars,’ and used to ply the

appeared in April 1948, when

creature with “smelly,

Wanita Mutispaugh ’35,

oars and trim the sails on the

sticky paint.” An outraged
President McKean moved

three heavy old whaleboats that

who had studied art

were donated by the Navy Depart-

with McKean when

Baby did say he missed

ment.” [2] “The days” referred to

he was an art profes-

being bathed by the Pi

were in 1917, when Lake Virginia

sor, submitted a sailor

Phis and taking part in

served as a small training center

emblem as a possible

the Alpha Phis’ Hell Week.

for sailors bound to protect

Rollins symbol. [4]

Tar Baby to his ranch. Tar

With surprisingly little

cargo ships and fight German

discussion, it was sanc-

destroyers in World War I. Before

tioned as the official “Tar”

1917, Rollins’ athletic teams were

image. Mrs. Mutispaugh’s

known as the “Blue and Gold.” Only 10
male students remained at the College in

illustration, however, was

1917-18, so the lonely females left behind

of an extremely rotund

turned their attention to the snappily dressed

sailor in profile who looked

sailors on board their ships in Lake Virginia.
According to her son Dan ’76HH, Wanita

One coed jokingly referred to them as

Mutispaugh went on to become an accomplished

“Tars,” and the name stuck for the College’s

artist who exhibited in the Winter Park Sidewalk

athletic teams after the war.

Art Festival and elsewhere.
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more suitable for a sumo wrestling

Trashing the Tar

team than any lean, mean fighting

Over the years, the unusual and mysterious

machine. Small wonder the

beginnings of the symbol and its desultory

6]

Ta r had little emotional

application and dubious connection to the College

r e s o nance for students.

have led some to demand a change. Cheerleaders, it

A c cordingly, in April 1965, the

seems, have often borne the burden of defining a Tar

College officially adopted a

to fans of rival teams, leading Carol Leff to set the

McClure noted that he

“more trim and zestful” Tar that

record straight in a 1941 issue of The Sandspur.

adapted his work from

would stick around for decades.

“Rollins ‘Tars’ cheerleaders have deplored the origin

that of David Herbster ’80
and Mark Xenakis ’80,

Rollins set the Tar upon a course

and nickname of the ‘Tars’ and hope to decrease the

of permanence and even affection

number of queries by sharing their find” about the

in the 1960s, reintroducing the mascot

mascot’s origins, she said.
In the early 1990s, enough students found the

through the ’70s and ’80s students

Tar too meaningless or too objectionable that some

seemed content to cheer on their

began demanding change. On September 9, 1992,

sailor surrogates. During that

The Sandspur published an official “Trash the Tar”

time, the College’s first
“human” mascot appeared

[

on the athletic scene—a

5]

entry form to be submitted
to the Student Government
Association. [7]

(Sorry, Tony, but in the interest of the historical record:)

head and eyes in the shape

“The Tar

was a symbol of our past,”
the writer argued, “of days

ROLLINS FIGHT SONG

of anchors. Tony Lembeck
’79 even wrote a College

when war ravaged the world.
“Oh, we’re the Tars of Rollins,

The Tar has become irreleWe’re the mighty Tars of Rollins College,

Fight Song called “We’re the

Singing loud and feeling proud of our academy.

vant within the context of

Ta r s ,” [ 5 ] w h i l e S p i ke

Our spirit is unending, our honor we’re defending,

our society. The teams with

McClure ’81 devised a chant

We want a victory.

which we compete don’t

similar to the song “YMCA,”
using his body to spell out
the letters for “TARS” at

know what a Tar is, neither
“We’re the Tars of Rollins College.

does half the Rollins student

Gathering together to support those competing,

body, nor the surrounding
We will fight and scream and back our team,

basketball and soccer games,

Until the job is done.

to the delight of the crowds.

Winter Park/Orlando community.” Nonetheless, the Tar

[6] The Tar was actually

“And when the battle is over, and the Tars have won,

kind of “cool” in the ’70s.

We will sing a song for Rollins,

But so were Fonzi and

The mighty Tars of Rollins College.

mood rings and polyester

weathered the storm.
In 1994, after the
shopworn image of the

We’re always number one!”

leisure suits.

Tar was replaced by a
—Tony Lembeck ’79

new, modernized logo

In 2005, the Tar received

that simply featured

new personification in the

a stylized treatment

form of “Tommy Tar,” a

of the word “Tars,”

costumed mascot who is a

the SGA formed a

sort of cross between Pop-

co m m i t te e to “ re -

eye and the Pillsbury Dough-

evaluate the status of

boy. Tommy Tar isn’t quite as

our mascot,” to find “a

popular as the San Diego Chicken, but he is a favorite

different, more spirited nickname.” According to a

with students at athletic and other College events.

Sandspur article by Kim Hanisak ’98, a significant
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who performed a similar
“R-O-L-L-I-N-S” cheer.
.

with the 1965 Annual Fund appeal, and

creature with a big plastic

[
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indigenous

number of students favored
changing the name and mas-

to

cot to “Fox”—a recognizable

like a Ham-

Florida,

icon with a longstanding

merhead. No

history at Rollins through its

one else has

connection to a favorite

Hammerheads!

student holiday. [8] Un-

We need some-

derstandably, the athletes’

thing the stu-

feathers were ruffled. Var-

dents can have

sity baseball player Frank

fun with and get

DiGiovanni ’96 got all the

excited about.”

[
Students

7]

in

1992

were

members of his team as

The Tar has

asked to bring their “Trash

well as the men’s and

also fallen afoul

the Tar ” entries to the

women’s

basketball

of modern gender

Sandspur office and the

teams to sign a petition

politics in some

top three entries would

against any change.

quarters.

Indeed, the petition-

Williams ’05 HH as-

ers were “disgraced

serted in a Sandspur

in a 2008 survey were so-

at the idea that non-

article on Halloween

licited on Zoomerang.com

athletes are so willing

2 0 03 , a d d re ss i n g

to respond electronically

to change the mas-

“Daughters and great-

a n d b e e n tered into a

cot that represents

grand-daughters of

the athletic teams,” Hanisak wrote.

the feminist move-

Susan

receive tickets to see the
rock band They Might be

Some have deplored the militaristic connota-

ment…all female voters,

tions of the Tar. In 1994, Greg Mullins ’96 was quoted

athletes, authors, actors,” etc., that “There is no such

as saying, “Rollins no longer has any ties to the

thing as a Lady Tar.” (In the past, it was common for

military” and “There is no reason to have a military

collegiate athletic teams to append “Lady” to the

mascot for a non-military school.” DeGiovanni coun-

traditional mascot; the University of South Carolina

tered: What’s so bad about honoring the military,

Gamecocks female athletes have been called the

which “exemplifies qualities essential for a winning

“Lady Gamecocks,” for example.) And Ms. Williams is

team: organization, common goals, and teamwork”?

right: there were no female sailors in the Royal Navy,

Giants. In contrast, students

drawing for a free iPhone.

and the official Rollins image

[

8]

The fox dates back to the era of the venerable President Hamilton Holt (1925-

is certainly male.

1949), when statues of a cat and a fox were located at the site of today’s

“It bothers me just a little

Alfond Pool. The statues represented exclusive societies of elite students

bit,” she said, “that upholding

elected by the student body each year—four women to the Cat Society and

tradition and history outweighs

four men to the Fox Society. Given the possibly sexist connotation of “Foxes”

taking pride and ethical re-

for female athletes, adopting the symbol of an exclusively male society

sponsibility to reflect a sense

might have added insult to injury.

of equality on this campus.”
Those who would change the
Coordinator of Recreational Programs John

mascot must do so in light of feminist sensibilities

Langfitt ’81 MS was characteristically strong and

about the portrayal of women. Can the male Tar

humorous in his opinion: “A Tar is a fat little doughboy!

be stretched to represent Rollins women students

We’re not a military school. We should use something

and athletics?
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“A BRITISH TAR”
Ralph, Boatswain & Carpenter.
A British tar is a soaring soul,
As free as a mountain bird,
His energetic fist should be ready
to resist
A dictatorial word.

His nose should pant and his lip
should curl,
His cheeks should flame and his
brow should furl,
His bosom should heave and his
heart should glow,
And his fist be ever ready for a
knock-down blow.

Ralph, Boatswain & Carpenter.

New Image, New Attitude

His eyes should flash with an

now take his place on the world stage in his new

inborn fire,

In light of the Tar’s ongoing identity crisis, in

millennial uniform as part of the College’s redef-

His brow with scorn be wrung;

2008, as part of the larger aim of an institutional

inition of its image for the 21st century. With the

He never should bow down to a

re-branding, President Lewis Duncan charged a

help of a collegiate athletic branding agency, the

committee led by Neilson with exploring a

“new,” more authentic Tar came on board this

comprehensive change in the College’s mascot.

fall, complete with companion logos that now

Students, faculty, staff, and alumni were asked to

adorn the Warden Arena floor. The rest of the

weigh in on the issue, and they didn’t hold back.

Rollins community appears to be on board as

While a number of interesting alternative mascot

well. Already, students sporting their new Tars

ideas were proposed—some amusing (Rhinos,

T-shirts have become a common sight on

Rastamen, Fire Ants, Gopher Tortoises) and a few

campus. As for Tommy Tar—fortunately, his life

domineering frown,
Or the tang of a tyrant tongue.

His foot should stamp, and his

that racked up enough votes to be worthy of

has been spared, although he will undergo a

consideration (Foxes, Suns, Mariners, Lakers, and

slight makeover.

throat should growl,
His hair should twirl, and his face
should scowl;
His eyes should flash, and his
breast protrude,
And this should be his
customary attitude.

Raiders)—in the end tradition won out and the

And so, after all the criticism and good-

Tar prevailed—albeit in significantly altered form.

natured mockery, the hardy 18th-century sailor

Welcome to the new Tar-nation.

remains anchored in our tradition, alive to sail the

Our humble sailor, haphazardly originated

Good Ship Rollins on the seas of a new century.

and for a long time cartoonishly delineated, will
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We are the Rollins Tars. ■
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— Gilbert & Sullivan,
HMS Pinafore (1878)

ROLLINS
PERSPECTIVE
A

PA R T I : T H E P I O N E E R S

By Lorrie Kyle Ramey ’70
he path from Rollins College’s
opening celebration to the 125th
Anniversary festivities planned
for 2010 has not been smooth.
Rollins’ founders were trailblazers—
literally and figuratively—as they struggled
to preserve Florida’s first college. At times,
the College’s growth was phenomenal; at
other times, it stood on the verge of total
defeat. But the founders and supporters of
Rollins never lost their faith, and the College survived.
Rollins’ first four decades were years

of building a foundation and establishing
direction. They were followed by periods of
expansion and experimentation, reevaluation
and rededication.
Beginning in this issue, Rollins Magazine
will present a three-part history of Rollins
through its first 125 years. We invite you to
collect all three issues for a complete College
history. In the following pages, we focus on
Rollins’ early years, 1885-1925, and the
people—administration, faculty, and students—
who believed in and were Rollins’ future.
They are our roots ... The Pioneers.

ROLLINS THROUGH THE YEARS
1885-1903

1887 |

Dinky line opened …

1890

| Gentlemen may call on ladies in
the reception room on Friday evenings ...
first graduates, Ida May Missildine and
Clara Louise Guild, receive BA degrees;
they present Rollins with U.S. flag at
graduation ceremonies (May 28) ...

1885

| Edward Payson
Hooker presents paper
to Congregational Association proposing
founding a college in
Florida (Jan. 15) ...
Rollins College incorporated (April 28) ... Hooker
named first president ...
Rollins, Florida’s first college,
opens (Nov. 4) ... the Library is composed of a
Bible and a dictionary, scientific instruments
total a ruler and a thermometer ... tuition,
room, & board: $164.00 ...

1891 | Students not allowed to “loiter at

1893 | Charles Grandison Fairchild becomes

billiard saloons or similar places of resort”
... tuition, room, & board: $181.50 ...

president ... Rollins boasts seven departments,
including music and art
... students may enter at
any time, though the
beginning of the term
is preferred ...

1892 | President Hooker retires; Frederick
W. Lyman takes over as acting president
for three days, followed by John Howard
Ford ... dedication of Cloverleaf Cottage ...

1886 | Knowles Hall dedicated; Pinehurst
Cottage occupied ... Collegiate Dept. offers
Classical Course or Scientific Course ... dining
hall (on site of Chase Hall) dedicated ...

1887 | “Each student boarding in the institution is required to bring two pairs of sheets,
two pillow cases, two blankets, a comforter,
towels and table napkins” ... faculty increases
to 10 members … Lakeside Cottage completed …
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1894 | The year’s improvements include
dock with spring board, no studying in
chapel, and “improved good looks of the
girls”; suggested improvements: electric
lights, telephone communications between
cottages, moveable sidewalks ... first canoe
regatta ... first issue of The Sand-Spur ...

1897

| BA only degree offered ... new
departments: moral & political science,
natural sciences, modern languages ...

1898 | Rollins College Alumni Association
founded (May 25) ...

1899

| Students play golf at Winter Park
Country Club—free ... student body includes
members from Cuba, Spain, the Philippines ...

1895

| Freeze wipes out entire endowment ... President Fairchild resigns; John
H. Ford resumes as acting president ...
free one-way railway transportation available to students on Florida’s railroads ...

1896 | George Morgan Ward becomes
Rollins’ third president ...

1902 | President Ward

1900 | Two Rollins men ring in the 20th
century with 1900 peals of the Knowles Hall
Bell …

resigns; William Fremont
Blackman assumes
the presidency … the
School of Expression
offers study in “the
interpretation of
literature; the theme
of every lesson, sanity,
freedom from affectation” ... baseball returns! ...

1901 | First wedding on campus: two former students, President Ward officiates ...
Winter Park Golf Club championship won
by Rollins student ... tuition, room, & board:
$190.00, plus $1.50-2.00/month for laundry
expenses ... Latin and Greek no longer
required ...

1903

| Panama hat craze hits campus ...
Alumni Association presents flagpole to
College ... hope to start football team—next
year ... 10 feet added to each end of the
Dining Hall... first honorary degree awarded
to ex-Pres. Ward ...

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROLLINS ARCHIVES AND
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
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ROLLINS THROUGH THE YEARS
1904–1925

1904 | Measles “epidemic” ... first Boat
House—estimated cost: $750.00 ...
Sparrell Cottage given to College; will
act as girls’ dorm, President’s home
(later classrooms and language lab) ...
Cooking Class prepares dinner for
trustees ...

1908 | Board of Trustees approves new
College seal ... Business School drops Telegraphy Course … Carrie Nation speaks
… Cloverleaf Cottage and dining hall
moved ...

1911 | Dedication of Knowles Hall II ...

1912 | Dedication of “dinky” dock ... registration in School of Music doubles—to 69 ...
“The College cannot undertake to furnish
medical attendance or professional nursing
to students gratuitously, in case of illness” ...

1913

| First women elected to Board of
Trustees ...

1915
1905

| Extra charges include
$3.00/semester for electric lights ...
after abolishment of state military institutes at Gainesville & Bartow, Rollins has
more men than women—“a very unusual
situation,” comments Pres. Blackman ...

1909 | First tennis team ... Carnegie and
Chase Halls dedicated ... Knowles Hall
burns ...

1910 | Florida’s first interscholastic athletic
1906 | New art studio built ...

meet held at Rollins: 4 high schools attend
... Hamilton Holt addresses students ...

1907 | Florida’s first Rhodes Scholar:
Berkeley Blackman, [19]’07 ... Music Hall
(current site of Hooker Hall) struck by
lightning; pianos and School of Domestic Arts destroyed ... Rollins College
Athletic Association adopts constitution
and bylaws ...
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| Reorganization of Intercollegiate
Prohibition Association ... President Blackman
resigns; Arthur Delano Enyart, Dean, and
William Russell O’Neal, Secretary/Treasurer,
administer college … I-hoo-es-chay Canoe
Club ...

1916 | Ward returns as acting president
... Rollins Tennis Club formed to maintain
courts, assist in arranging matches ...
students and faculty hold straw vote:
Wilson, women’s suffrage, and national
prohibition win ...

1917 | Business Dept. opens “The CoOp,” co-operative store patterned after
Harvard’s, selling everything “from
chewing gum to tennis rackets”; all
profits go to the College ... Calvin Henry
French becomes Rollins’ fourth President ... baseball season cancelled:
Rollins men begin
drill sessions to
prepare for military
service in World
War I ... Alumni Association votes to
publish magazine:
The Rollins Alumni
Record ...

1919

| President French resigns; Ward returns as acting
president ... enthusiastic students meet Pres. Ward at train
with carriage and pull him
home ... Young Women’s Glee
Club changes its name to “First
Liberty Chorus of the State of
Florida” ... The Commons replaces
original dining hall—called “the Beanery” even then ...

1920 | Wireless station headquartered in
gym ... Rollins girls take up riflery ... Rollins
inaugurates annual statewide aquatic meet
for high schools ...

1923 | Winter Park and Rollins
celebrate Founders’ Day Pageant on Lake Osceola—Rollins
men appear as Indian braves ...
Acting President Sprague
named President ... tuition,
room, & board: $450.00 ...

1924 | William Clarence Weir becomes
Rollins’ seventh president ... “Station WDBO,
Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida, broadcasting on a wave length of 240 meters will
now begin their first program” ... The
Tomokan announces plan to start beauty
contest ... Girls’ Athletic Association founded ...

1921 | Acting President Ward resigns ...

1922 | Robert James Sprague takes
Ward’s place ... “Fleet” Peeples
comes to Rollins to
coach swimming ...
Rollins “undisputed” state
swimming
champion ...
1918 | School of Business opens night
school ... thesis no longer required for
graduation ... all students members of
“Boarding Club”; dining room seats 150 ...
Dinky derails behind Cloverleaf ... Class of
’18 largest to date: 8 students ... dining hall
burns; meals are moved to the gym ...

1925 | Dept. of Business Administration offers course on Federal Income Tax, since
“federal income taxes are with us to stay” ...
season ticket on the Dinky—Orlando to
Oviedo—$10.00 ... Jr.
prom revived after
three-year absence—
classes had been
too small … annual
high school aquatic
meet draws 150 entrants ... Pres. Weir
stricken by illness;
Robert
Sprague
steps in as acting
president …
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“Joy to the Park,

the school’s begun!”
—South Florida Sentinel, November 11, 1885

Lucy Cross

THE VISION IN THE GARDEN

businessman Alonzo Rollins. Rollins College was

Daytona, Lucy Cross had a vision. She

incorporated on April 28, 1885. Frederick Lyman

imagined a college in Central Florida, and it took

was named president of the corporation, and

her five years to see her dream become a reality.

Edward Hooker became president of the fac-

With Edward P. Hooker, Frederick W.

ulty. Classes were scheduled to begin in the fall.

Lyman, and C. M. Bingham, all members of the

But there were many questions to be answered

A teacher sat midst the
garden flowers
And dreamed a dream in the
quiet hours;

ne afternoon in 1880, in a garden in

General

Congregational

Association
She dreamed of youth with an
ample chance,
And she planned for youth in
her visioned trance.

of

first:

Where

would

the

Florida,

classes be held? Who would

Lucy Cross worked first to

teach them? What would

win support for the idea of

they teach?

a college in Florida and

And who would be the

then for its realization. By

students? Although Rollins

The flowers vied from their
beauteous bloom

January 1885, the Associa-

College was founded to

tion had agreed upon the

meet a real educational need

To shed for her each its best
perfume;

need for an institution of

in Florida, its potential stu-

higher learning sponsored

dent body was limited. With

“She dreams a college,” the
poppy said,

by

its traditional classical cur-

The blushing rose bowed its
gracious head.

accept bids for a site.

the

Congregational

Church and had decided to

riculum, few local students
Alonzo W. Rollins

The meeting to hear
bids, or “inducements” as

From heart to heart the vision
flew,
And noble souls made the
dream come true.
ROBERT SHAILOR HOLMES
Dedication from the 1925 Tomokan
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were qualified for admission.
The solution: Rollins also
opened

preparatory

and

they were called, was held in Mount Dora. Of-

sub-preparatory schools, designed to fill the

fers from Jacksonville, Mount Dora, Orange City,

educational gap in Central Florida and to

Daytona, and Winter Park were heard, and the

provide the College with qualified students.

pledges ranged from $10,000 to $114,000.

The Academy continued to graduate students

The undisputed winner was three-year-old

until 1923, when the public school system

Winter Park. The first college in Florida was

had developed sufficiently to assume the

named for its largest benefactor, Chicago

responsibility of preparatory education.

ROLLINS MAGAZINE

The College identified its objectives as
twofold: to serve Florida’s educational needs

March 1886, classes were being held in Knowles
Hall on campus.

and “to provide an opportunity for youth of the

Students had been housed in two buildings

North, whose health demands that they should

near campus, and the women were ultimately

spend a considerable portion of the year in a

moved into Pinehurst. Rather than housing stu-

more genial climate to pursue their studies, and

dents in large dormitories, Rollins adopted the

at the same time confirm their health” (Annual

“cottage plan.” As the catalogue of 1885 de-

Catalogue, 1888-89). For many years, Rollins

scribed it, “Each cottage will be under the care

catalogues and advertising efforts focused on

of a matron, who will be watchful of the health,

the healthful environment of Central Florida. In

happiness and general welfare of the students,

addition, Winter Park was commended as a

and throw about them the atmosphere of a cul-

“community ... of unusual culture”: “Being with-

tivated, cheerful Christian home.”

out saloons and places of doubtful amusement,

By 1887, the College had “four tasteful

students are safeguarded from temptation and

buildings.” A dining hall and a men’s residence

their attention is not distracted from their work”

hall, Lakeside Cottage, had been added. Lyman

(Annual Catalogue, 1905-06).

Gymnasium, “the best equipped gymnasium in
PINEHURST BOYS, 1905

The infant College had sufficient funds to

the South,” was dedicated in 1891, followed a

construct two buildings: Knowles Hall, funded

year later by a wom en’s dormitory. Although

by Francis B. Knowles, and Pinehurst Cottage.

the men’s residences had names, this new

Unfortunately, neither building was ready for oc-

building was known only as the “Girls’ Cottage.”

cupancy as planned, and President Hooker and

The student body objected to this inequity,

his faculty of six had to find alternative space,

claim ing, “If the boys and girls are to be admit-

and find it quickly. The night before Rollins

ted to this college upon equal terms, let them

An unsatisfactory arrangement,
does someone say?
Yes.
An uncomfortable housing?
Yes.
An inadequate equipment?
Yes.
An unworthy beginning?
No.

opened its doors to its first class of 66 students

be equal, and do not relegate the girls to a

—Frederick Lyman

on November 4, carpenters worked frantically to

nameless home” (The Sand-Spur, 1895). The

convert the Congregational Church into a class-

residence was christened “Cloverleaf Cottage.”

room. Shortly afterward, classes were moved to

Pinehurst was transformed into a classroom

White’s Hall, a loft above a grocery store; by

building and library.
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The Rollins “Family,” including students of the Rollins Academy, 1898-99

Rollins’ early years were not easy; it must

to help parents pay tuition. Cost of a year at

I SHALL NEVER FORGET

have seemed to the founders that each time they

Rollins then totaled $182.00, and President Ward

the enthusiasm with which we

thought they had financial stability in their grasp,

accepted payment in potatoes, molasses, lumber,

marshalled all our cohorts to

it was snatched from them. The state suffered the

and turkeys. When the payments were delivered,

first of several severe freezes in 1886, followed by

stu dents, faculty, and administration joined

an outbreak of yellow fever in 1887 and 1888.

together to help unload the goods.

the station to welcome the first
(I had almost said only) board-

Jacksonville was under quarantine and Winter

The College catalogue of 1895-96 announced

ing students; and I remember,

Park citizens would not permit anyone to disem-

a shift towards “practical” education. Normal

too, the pride which I felt when

bark at the local train station. Both enrollment and

classes trained women to become teachers and a

our dining hall could boast of

income were sharply reduced and there was con-

business school was formed in 1897. It offered a

cern the College might not reopen in 1888. But,

choice of commercial, shorthand, or telegraphy

thanks to the efforts of President Hooker, Rollins

courses. By 1897-98, Rollins claimed students from

each, the total twenty-four

was able to rebound in 1889. Rollins graduated its

16 states and one foreign country. In Cuba, the

including

first class a year later.

Spanish-American War was disrupting daily life

three tables of eight boarders

several

teachers,

myself, wife and housekeeper.

—George Morgan Ward
Rollins College Bulletin, 1907

President Hooker’s failing health led him to

and many families were sending their children to

resign in 1892, to be followed by Charles Fairchild,

the U.S. Rollins, with more Cuban students than

who remained a year and a half. In between pres-

any other American institution, initiated special

idencies, Professor John Ford stepped in as acting

courses to teach them English.

president. Just in time to help Rollins recover

The curriculum was modernized along the

from two more freezes, George Morgan Ward was

lines of what was being done at Yale, Princeton,

inaugurated as Rollins’ third president.

and Vanderbilt. Rather than emphasizing Greek

President Ward established a barter system

and Latin, the new program called for studies in

The burning of Knowles Hall I, 1909
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THE COURSE IN ARTS
AND SCIENCE, which leads

Home Economics Class, 1919-20

to the degree of Bachelor of
Arts, has for its main purpose ...

general and elective areas, with “great stress ... put

saw Rollins athletic teams win intercollegiate

on special work.” This early equivalent of the

championships in football, basketball, and baseball.

major was embraced in the belief that “it is better

Under President Blackman, Rollins’ objective

cultured man or woman, who

to know one subject well than to acquire a smat-

became “to secure a symmetrical development of

can think clearly and express

tering of many” (Annual Catalogue, 1896-97).

body, mind and spirit.” The original plans to or-

his thoughts in a manner that

“Special” studies available included modern

ganize a Department of Industrial Training were

will secure the sympathy and

languages, natural sciences, moral and political

expanded to incorporate a School of Domestic

science with history and English, and combina-

and Industrial Arts. The first classes were in

tions of all these with Latin. Each graduating

cooking and basketry and were directed by the

aims to provide the resources

senior was required to write a thesis relating to his

wives of the resident trustees. Over the next few

which will not only make a

or her special area. Titles of theses presented in

years, classes were added with “special attention

man his own best companion,

1917 included “The Rural Schools of Florida,” “West

being given to the conditions of housekeeping in

but will also enable him to

Virginia Coal,” and “Russia as a World Power.” A

Florida.” Industrial Arts courses were transformed

grade-point system of 10 was in effect; an average

into the School of Applied Arts and were ultimately

of seven was required to pass.

moved into the School of Fine Arts. Rollins also

emergencies in an adequate

President Ward resigned the presidency in

maintained a School of Expression (originally

manner.

1902. He remained a year as professor of eco-

known as the School of Elocution) and a School

—Annual Catalogue, 1919-20

nomics and law and then left to become president

of Music.

the education of a broadly

comprehension of his fellows. It

meet unexpected problems and

of Wells College in New York. It was not Ward’s
farewell to Rollins, however; he was to return twice
in future years to steer the College through financial crises as acting president.

What a simple thing it seemed that night to build a college. The

None of Rollins’ early presidents seemed able
to avoid disaster. President Ward’s successor,

enthusiastic company ... could almost see the completed buildings

William Fremont Blackman, faced a national

in a stately grouping in the beautiful campus thronged with eager

depression followed by in flation, diminishing

students. [What they] could not see was the strain and stress, the

enrollment as new state and denominational

burden of anxiety and debt, the days and nights of struggle for

schools were opened, and the loss of two of the
school’s buildings. Yet, during his presidency, he

existence, the sorrow and travail of the years ahead.

raised $400,000 (half of which was permanent
endowment), won the support of the Carnegie

—Frederick W. Lyman, “The Early Days of Rollins College: A Reminiscence”

Foundation, convinced the Florida legislature to
authorize teaching certification of graduates of
private schools, added seven new buildings, and
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At the present time
the library contains
five thousand six

Andrew Carnegie and the Knowles family

hundred and

stepped forward and donated funds to build a

eleven volumes.

new Knowles Hall. The building was dedicated 25

Most of these are

years to the day after the original.

useful books.

One item that could not be replaced in the
new Knowles Hall was the original bell; it had

—Annual Catalogue,

been used to call students to classes and meals,

1917-18

and, each New Year’s Eve, to ring out the old
year and ring in the new. On December 31, 1899,
two Rollins men rang in the new century with
1900 peals of the Knowles Hall bell.
In 1912, students extinguished a fire in Pinehurst, and in 1916, the women students grabbed
brooms and buckets and held back a fire that
threatened Cloverleaf. The men joined in with the
fire hose to finish the job. The annual catalogue
began to carry reassurances of the sophistication
of the fire security system as well as the earlier
announcements of the absence of malaria.
With America’s entry into World War I,
Rollins men began drill sessions and Rollins
women formed a Red Cross Auxiliary unit and
adopted war orphans. The Alumni Association
committed its treasury to purchasing a war
bond. Rollins soon had its share of men in the
armed forces and each fraternity and dormitory
displayed its service flag. All told, 106 Rollins men
Rollins boys at “The Point,” Lake Virginia, 1893
(Rollins campus in background)

and women were in service. Enrollment was
drastically reduced and it was not until 1921

I T I S , I B E L I E V E , a sober

From its first days, the campus

guess that ten millions of people

had grown up around the horseshoe-

will ultimately have their homes in
Florida ... And it is for these mil-

football team.

shaped drive, and in 1907, the plan of

Under the direction of Acting President Ward and

the campus was formalized. A main

Presidents Calvin H. French, Robert J. Sprague, and

horseshoe drive was to divide the

William C. Weir, Rollins’ curriculum continued its evolu-

lions, not for today, that we are

campus, with a men’s quadrangle and

tion. In 1916-17, Rollins offered Master’s, AB, BS, and

building this college.

horseshoe drive to the east and a

BL [Bachelor of Literature] degrees, as well as Artist’s

women’s quadrangle and horseshoe

Diplomas and Teacher’s Certificates from the Conserva-

drive to the west. To accomplish this,

tory of Music.

—President William F. Blackman
Inaugural Address, 1903

Cloverleaf and the Dining Hall were
moved in 1908.

By 1920, Rollins was offering pre-professional
courses in law and medicine. Nineteen twenty-four saw

February 18, 1909 saw the dedication

Rollins working toward membership in the Southern

of two new buildings: Carnegie Hall, the new library and

Association of Colleges and Universities. The College

administration building named for its donor, Andrew M.

was also working towards what was known as the

Carnegie, and Chase Hall, a men’s dormitory named for

“Rollins Union”—endorsement by three church associations

Loring A. Chase, a founder of Winter Park.

(one Congregational and two Presbyterian), which

On December 2, 1909, between 2 and 3 a.m.,
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that sufficient men were in attendance to again field a

would provide critical financial support.

tragedy struck when Knowles Hall was destroyed by fire.

Rollins became truly international in the Twenties:

Only two typewriters were saved. Students rushed to

Rollins teams faced the University of Havana in football

help; without their aid, Pinehurst, too, would have

and basketball, and Rollins’ own radio station, WDBO

burned to the ground. As it was, the side of Pinehurst

(“Wander Down by Orlando”), was heard as far away as

that faced Knowles fell away from the building in flames.

Canada. Lucy Cross probably had no idea how far her

Insurance on Knowles Hall covered about half the loss.

dream would grow, and the journey was just beginning.
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May Day, 1916

No well-regulated classical college of the present day sets any ultrafashionable standards for

POVERTIE SOSHAL.

its social life. Quite to the contrary, it curtails any such tendency and encourages a quiet

Nex Fridy in the Jim.

simplicity and charming wholesomeness in its activities tending toward relaxation ... Such are

This aint no stuck
up affare so jus dress

the social standards of Florida’s oldest college at Winter Park.

—The Sandspur, 1916

nateral and ack nateral.
No doods alloud.
—The Sand-Spur, 1895

I

f one can believe Rollins’ early students had

page 48) and striking a blow for women’s rights

any time for relaxation! The Rising Bugle

by securing a name for the previously nameless

sounded at 6:40 a.m. (7:20 a.m. on Sundays)

women’s dormitory (Cloverleaf Cottage).

T H E M O R N I N G T H AT

and lights out was ordered at 10:15 p.m., after an

The Commencement issue of The Sandspur

evening of Study Hall. Classes took up 5-1/2 hours

served as a yearbook, but the decision to make

during the day, and daily chapel attendance was

the publication a weekly (mostly) tabloid in 1915

mandatory for many years.

spurred the creation of The Tomokan two years

without a single hairpin in

Still, they did manage to find time for fun.

later. Even before yearbooks, collecting autographs

t h e crowd, will long be

Much of the early social life centered around

was a regular feature of picnics. A favorite picnic

remembered by those who

the lakes—canoeing and picnics, and the social

spot was on Lake Maitland, on what was believed

had the privilege of witness-

life of Winter Park and Orlando. A regular feature

to be Osceola’s camping ground.

of early Sandspurs was a society column for

Each year a Halloween party was held in

the entire population of
Cloverleaf came to breakfast

ing the sight. The affair was

Lyman Gymnasium, with entertainments ranging

well calculated, as the effect

The first college newspaper was not The

from bobbing for apples to fortunetelling. In 1901,

was great and all that could

Sandspur Rollins students know today, but The

the Rollins men staged a fancy dress parade in

be desired.

College Critic—four handwritten pages tacked to

Winter Park in celebration of All Hallows’ Eve.

the bulletin board. It is thought to have first

(Later classes sometimes drew attention to

the town.

—The Sand-spur, 1897

appeared in 1887, and received a real boost in 1888
with the arrival of a student who was a printer. The

Bucket Fire Brigade, 1896

College Critic was followed in 1894 by The Demosthenic Demonstrator, a self-proclaimed “exponent
of College life” published by the men’s and
women’s debating and literary groups, the
Demosthenic Literary Society and the Friends in
Council, both formed in the fall of 1892.
The Sand-Spur, with its motto “Stick to It,”
was born in December 1894. (Other names were
considered for the publication: The Pinecone, The
Pineneedle, The Sweet Potato, and The Buzzard—
all supposedly indicative of a Florida college.)
The first issues were magazines, divided between
literary essays and College news.
Among The Sand-Spur’s finest early editorial
campaigns were changing the school colors (see
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Rollins orchestra, 1911

themselves with their not-so-fancy dress parades,

cess. A Chapel Choir was formed in 1924.

marching across campus in their pajamas!)

Throughout the early years, guitar and mandolin

Entertainments in the gym were a regular

clubs organized and disbanded—probably ac-

feature of College life, with women presenting

cording to the available talent. The first orchestra

drill exhibitions, often in costume. Occasionally

was formed in 1902 and provided music for many

the men would follow up with a burlesque of the

Rollins dances.

women’s program—complete with costumes!

entertainment was the “Fake” concert, in which

included tacky parties; a Spiderweb Party, where

familiar songs were given new words. Two Rollins

guests worked to untangle seemingly endless

coeds amused their fellow students as Nordica II

string; a Shadow Party, where guests guessed

and Patricola II, offering their renditions of such

identities of silhouettes projected on a screen; a

standards as “In the good old Rollins time” and

Millinery Party, where all participants—male and

“My Barney stays off the campus.”

female—made hats; and a Cake Walk, held at a

As well as musical groups and active debating

Winter Park home and featuring—what else?—

and literary societies (sometimes too many,

walking cakes.

argued the Delphic Debating Society in 1903),

Music was also an important part of Rollins’

Rollins spawned a Drama tic Club which per-

extracurricular activi-

formed The Merchant of Venice in the gymnasium

ties; recitals were

(with costumes rented from VanHorn & Son in

scheduled frequently

Philadelphia), and the drama class later used the

and students and fac-

terrace of Chase Hall for its presentation of A

ulty often gathered on

Midsummer Night’s Dream. College plays were so

Sunday evening to sing

popular with the community that they were often

favorite hymns. The

repeated for charity. By 1923, Rollins could boast

Ladies’ Quartette trav-

chapters of both Alpha Phi Epsilon, honorary

eled in Florida presenting

debating fraternity, and Phi Beta, honorary music

programs to Northern

and drama fraternity.

visitors at the winter re-

The Young People’s Society of Christian

sorts, and glee clubs for

Endeavor was active from about 1890, and a

men and women later

Y.M.C.A. chapter was founded in 1895. After its

toured with great suc-

reorganization in 1912, the Y.M.C.A. was involved

Kappa Epsilon Sorority, 1906-07
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An especially popular turn-of-the-century

Other highlights of early social life at Rollins
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in management of campus athletics and social

also some consternation when their class motto,

functions. A Y.W.C.A. chapter was formed in 1904.

“Carpe Diem,” was translated as “Grab the Dimes”

Local sororities and fraternities began to ap-

and “Fish Today.”

pear in 1903. Kappa Epsilon (ultimately Kappa

Rollins students also maintained regional

Kappa Gamma) was followed in 1904 by

clubs: the 1917 Tomokan featured a Kracker Klub,

C.O.R.K.S. and The J.U.G., sister organizations,

Eastern Club, New England Club, Western Club,

which do not seem to have lasted into 1905. Two

Ohio Club, and Spanish-American Club. (A

more local sororities sprang up in 1906: Piro Delta,

special Rollins car was even arranged by the

which survived only one year, and Delta Phi Beta,

Southern Railway for students from Ohio.)

which went into hibernation in 1911-12 and

A 1916 introduction to Rollins summarized
the social year: receptions hosted by each

THE ROLLINS LAUGHING

The first fraternity, Phi Alpha (later Kappa

dormitory, the annual Halloween social, Thanks-

QUARTETTE ... has recently

Alpha Order), was imported from Florida State

giving dinner, Fortnightly Club literary evenings,

been organized. All of these

College at Tallahassee. When that college was

torchlight processions and bonfire jubilees for

gentlemen are soloists, and their

dissolved, several of the members came to Rollins

athletic teams, and the events of Commence-

voices may be heard on almost

and reorganized the group in 1906. A second

ment Week. January was referred to as the “town

any part of the campus. Even the

local fraternity, Alpha Alpha, was active from 1913

season,” replete with dinner parties, afternoon

cats are envious.

to 1923, but failed several later attempts at resus-

teas, and tea dansant.

disappeared completely after 1914.

citation. The fraternities enjoyed rooms above the

A festivity that became popular about this

gymnasium; the first fraternity house was not

time was the annual May Day pageant. This

occupied until 1920, and then to help deal with a

outdoor extravaganza took place between

shortage of on-campus housing.

Cloverleaf and Carnegie and saw the crowning of

—The Sand-Spur, 1900

Fraternities and sororities were an integral

the May Queen (and occasionally a May King),

part of Rollins life: faculty were members, alumni

the May Pole dance, and other musical and

THANKSGIVING MENU:

were active, the groups often gave each other

dancing entertainments, often performed by the

Oyster Cocktail, Saltines,

parties and sponsored dramatic and musical

physical training classes.

Celery, Olives, Roast
Turkey, Nut Stuffing,
Gravy, Sweet Potatoes,
Onions, Cranberry
Sauce, Banana Salad,
Mince Pie, Cheese,
Nuts, Raisins, Cafe Noir.
—1916

Picnic at Lake Maitland, 1891

events for the entire College. But much of the

In 1918, the Annual Alumni Day was moved

social life also involved class activities. In 1916, the

from Commencement Week to Founders’ Week,

first class tree and stone were dedicated. Classes

in February. Part of the celebration was the din-

also selected class flowers, colors, rings, songs,

ner given by the Alumni Association honoring

and emblems. The Senior Class Pink and Green

the Senior Class. Other highlights of Founders’

vs. the Junior Class Gold and White tennis match

Week were the Junior Prom and a regatta, con-

of 1917 brought joy to the victorious Seniors, but

cluded by the Water Carnival, complete with

Dramatics, 1891-92
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THE NIGHT HAWK CLUB

Mottoe: Late to bed and later to
rise makes one for breakfast tell
mighty big lies.
Note: The club has ... seriously
considered the advisability of
boycotting the dining establishment in the morning. This has
been undertaken by individual
members but without marked
success.
—The Sand-Spur, 1899

Ladies removing sandspurs from their dresses, 1897-98

A BOBBED HAIR FRATERNITY

floats that really did float and a floating bonfire.

and Alpha Alpha. The fraternities and sororities

has just been organ-

World War I brought dramatic changes to

began to host Rollins social events as a distinct

ized on the campus.

the Rollins campus. The weekly Sandspur was

division of responsibilities evolved on campus:

The organization is

filled with reports of the war from alumni and

the Athletic Association was to manage athletic

planning to defeat

students. While Rollins men played intramural

work, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. were to manage

the Moustache Club,

baseball, Rollins women watched and knit caps

religious work, and the fraternities were to man-

which was founded

for war-stricken Belgians. Four Rollins students

age social activities. In an attempt to distribute

had work selected for a war poster contest. Phi

leadership across the campus as well as improve

Alpha withdrew its active chapter for nearly a

the quality of classwork and extracurri cular

year and a half. One issue of The Sandspur was

activities, a complex point system for club offices

published in the 1918-19 school year.

and team captainships was developed.

about a month ago.
—The Sandspur, 1920

Nineteen twenty-one saw the addition of Tau
Lambda Delta to membership in the newly formed
Inter-Fraternity Council. Tau Lambda Delta beI have read descriptions of Hell, I have seen it in my
imagination, but all the Hells of Dante, Milton, the Bible,

came Theta Kappa Nu, the first national fraternity
on campus, in 1924. Pan-Hell continued to govern
the sororities, including the new local group, Phi

and all the artists who ever lived do not tell one-tenth
the story of this.

Omega (subsequently Gamma Phi Beta).
The Class of ’25 added its own touches to

—Dean Arthur Delano Enyart
Writing from France, The Sandspur, 1917

Rollins traditions: a Senior History, Last Will and
Testament, Recognition Day for Seniors, and the
practice of marching into chapel every Friday
morning in cap and gown. They had been the first
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By 1920, The Sandspur was back to a weekly

freshman class to be hazed by sophomores and

schedule and a Student Association Council had

the first to burn their “Freshie” hats on Thanks-

been formed. A Pan-Hellenic Association was

giving. Eighty freshmen had arrived in 1921, and

also formed and a new fraternity, Sigma Phi,

17 were graduated. It was the second largest class

joined the remaining Kappa Epsilon, Phi Alpha,

since Rollins’ founding 40 years before.
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[Through athletics] the old time student, a narrow chested, stoop shouldered wretch
of humanity, has been changed into the modern well developed college man.
—The Sand-Spur, 1894

Those who go swimming should
stay in not longer than twenty
minutes and should go in not
oftener than once a day.
—The Sand-Spur, 1917

On the battleships, in the cantonments, on the transports, and
Men’s Baseball Team, 1898-99

even out on the battle fronts,
men played. As they fought hard,
they played hard and came back

T

he history of Rollins athletics in its

The lakes were central to the social and

early years is a story of disorganization,

sports life of Rollins. Boating and swim ming

fair play vs. foul, and “mad determi-

provided exercise and opportunity for competition.

nation.” From the beginning, physical exercise was

By 1914, passing a swimming test was mandatory.

a key part of the Rollins program. Early catalogues

(Those who could not swim were instructed to

called attention to the excellence of the climate

bring water wings.)

for outdoor sports.

to duty refreshed.
The day of the ‘Grind’ has passed.

—Rollins College Bulletin, 1919

As far as intercollegiate sports were concerned,

With the completion of Lyman Gymnasium in

Rollins faced two major problems: there were no

1890, classes in gymnastics were offered. Light

teams and there were no eligibility rules. More

gymnastics was composed of dumb-bell drill, wand

than once, Rollins could claim itself state

drill, fencing, running, ring exercises, and fancy steps.

champion because no other school had accepted

By 1900, the “Physical Culture” available to Rollins

its challenge. City, Y.M.C.A., and high school teams

students had expanded to include baseball, football,

often provided the only competition for early

tennis, basketball, bicycling, boating, and golfing.

Rollins squads.
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Football, Circa 1906
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The Alumni Record,
November 1923

In 1914, the College launched a campaign to

that Rollins abstain from fielding teams unless

place more emphasis on sports. Raymond W.

the membership was truly representative of

Greene, who became director of athletics in 1913,

the College.

organized gymnastic exhibitions, a track-and-

The 1917 Tomokan probably summarized

field meet, and a water-sports meet. Greene’s

Rollins’ plight best: “[W]hereas in the old days

goal was to have every Rollins student involved in

our semi-pro teams have held their own well, the

some athletic activity.

baseball teams winning the state championship

At the same time, the Faculty Committee on

for seven successive years, now that we are holding

Athletics recommended Rollins’ withdrawal from

rigidly to a clean standard, we cannot compete

intercollegiate competition. The cause was the

successfully with other institutions which are still

lack of regulation in Florida’s collegiate sports.

using the imported and paid athlete ... ”

Professional athletes who were not bona fide

As early as 1894, Rollins boasted an Athletic

students were being brought in to play on college

Association, but sports seem to have experienced

teams. It was felt that use of the “‘tramp athlete’”

their real organization in 1919, with the creation

prohibited other students from participating in

of the Athletic Council. With its motto, “Fit for

athletics and gave the stu dent body an un-

Life” or “Fit to Fight,” it was a direct response

wholesome perception of the importance of

to World War I and was echoed in Rollins’

winning. The faculty advised dropping football in

announcement that it was adopting a “Study-

favor of water sports.

Hard, Play-Hard Program.” Men were encouraged

The Florida Collegiate Athletic Association

to participate in team sports, but women were

was formed at Rollins on May 5, 1917. Composed

restricted to “the aesthetic type of sports.” They

of the University of Florida, Stetson University,

were required to exercise three times a week and

Columbia College, Southern College, and Rollins,

were urged to participate in swimming, gymnas-

the Association agreed on a definition of “ama-

tics, and hiking. By 1923, activities available to

teur” and established eligibility requirements. In

women included basketball, baseball, war canoe

1918, at their annual meeting, the alumni requested

races, and “aesthetic dancing.”

Gymnastics, 1913-14
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In 1924, as part of the effort towards the
Rollins Union, the alumni stepped in to assist
Rollins athletics by assuming supervision of
intercollegiate sports. Rollins was governed by
the University and College Athletic Association
of Florida, organized in 1924, and then by the
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association.
S.I.A.A. membership was an alumni goal, and was
achieved in time for the 1925 football season.
The campaign for truly amateur athletics
was successful, even if the teams were not
overwhelmingly victorious. “Because of their
fighting spirit, their clean playing, their thorough
knowledge of the game, and their uncanny
ability to overcome great handicaps, the Rollins
Tars are the pride of Florida football fans” (The
Alumni Record of Rollins College, 1924).
Three of Rollins’ most popular sports during its
first 40 years were aquatics, baseball, and football.
Men’s Basketball Team, 1904-05

WATER SPORTS. From the beginning, Rollins
social life took place as much on water as it did
on land, and the first crew races were social

BASEBALL. The first non-intramural baseball

events. Two groups, A.R.S.H.A.R.S. and the Viking

game was played in 1895. Rollins’ archrival was

Crew, were formed in 1903 for the sole purpose

Stetson University, but unfortunately the Rollins-

of racing each other, and the following year saw

Stetson game could not be completed. Much to

the Alabamas facing the Missourians.

Stetson’s chagrin (they were losing by one run),

The South Florida Fair invited Rollins to

team captain Rex Beach [19]’07 had to order his

present an exhibition race on November 23, 1903.

team off the field so they wouldn’t miss the train

The Tampa Morning Tribune and Tampa Daily

back to Winter Park.

Rollins does not believe much in
the heavy type of athletics for
women, such as basketball,
jumping, etc., but she encour-

Times provided uniforms, advertising, and man-

Baseball appeared and disappeared as an

ages aesthetic and musical

agement, and the Atlantic Coast Line railroad

organized sport over the next few years, but

exercises which promote grace,

assumed the cost of shipping the shells from

Rollins was state baseball champion in 1903, and

Winter Park to Tampa. Although the two crews

again in 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1913, and 1914.

had only five weeks to practice, the “Herald

Intramural teams were also popular and the

Regatta” was a great success and the Rollins

Rollins diamond hosted games between teams

students’ efforts were applauded by Central

like the Red Peppers and the Ginger Snaps, and,

Florida. The tradition was revived in 1921, when

during World War I, the Allies and the Germans—

Col. T. J. L. Brown, president of the Fair Associa-

played in costume.

tion, donated the Brown Racing Cup for an annual
race by Rollins crew.

carriage,

cheerfulness

and

womanly health, rather than
muscular strength and stunts.
—Annual Catalogue, 1921-22

By 1920, baseball was the predominant
sport at Rollins and it again won the state

Rollins’ first aquatic contest was held in

championship in 1921. A vote of the faculty

1894, and included a boat race, tub race, and

discontinued the team in 1924: “The season

swimming race. By 1920, Rollins had 10 canoes,

carried out through [six games] was not highly

four rowboats, and two war canoes. Two sailing

successful [176 points won, 191 points lost]. This

canoes, nicknamed Tortoise and Jack-Rabbit,

fact, coupled with poor averages of some of

and two sailing launches, Kangaroo and Tiger,

the players, inspired the faculty to direct the

met in weekly races. An annual regatta was a

energies of the Tars to intramural activities”

much-anticipated feature of Alumni Day, and

(The Alumni Record, 1924).

Gymnastics, 1889-90

continued

there was great disappointment when the
regatta had to be cancelled one Founders’ Week
because of cold weather.
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First Tennis Club, 1889-90

Girls’ Basketball Team, 1899-1900

FOOTBALL. Rollins introduced football to Florida

season with a total of 121 points won to 39 points

in 1904. The first season was without victory,

lost, with only one defeat.

but by 1909, Rollins had garnered the state

Football fever raged. A brass band and

championship and beaten the University of Havana—

scores of fans accompanied the team on a special

in Havana.

train to Gainesville for the game with the University

Canoeing, 1919-20

In 1912, football was abandoned. There had

On January 1, 1923, Rollins played the Uni-

faculty was questioning the wisdom of playing

versity of Havana in Miami. The Tars won the game

football in the Central Florida heat, not to mention

80-0. A rematch was scheduled in Havana on

the fact there was no coach! Later teams played

Christmas Day, 1923, and Rollins again defeated

with less than spectacular results, but Rollins be-

the Cuban team, but this time by a score of 46-0.

came known for its good sportsmanship.

(The University of Havana basketball team fared

Football was again abandoned during

better, beating Rollins 45-16 and 45-10.) While in

World War I, and in 1919, Rollins men played on

Havana, the Rollins football team also triumphed

a Winter Park team known as the “All-Star

over the Havana Policia and the Cuban Athletic

Miscellany.” An attempt to field a team in 1920

Club. Rollins became the only American college

was given up, but the 1921 team finished the

to play international football.

The Sand-Spur, 1908

46

of Florida in 1923. (Unfortunately, Rollins lost.)

been objections to the sport’s roughness and the

ROLLINS MAGAZINE

ROLLINS TRIVIA

could be given to the College after the
end of World War I.

COLLEGE RING
On recommendation of the Class of

For many years, the activities of

‘23, a College ring was introduced in 1924.

ONE OF THE
ROLLINS SONGS
Don’t send my boy to Southern,

the alumni were reported in The Sand-

A dear old mother said,

spur and The Tomokan. It was decided

Don’t send my boy to Florida,

to publish a separate magazine in 1918,

I’d rather see him dead.

to be “the official publication of the
Alumni Association, and [to] serve as

But send him down to Rollins,

a medium for the expression of alumni

It’s better than Cornell;

sentiment about our alma mater and

And rather than to Stetson,

its welfare.” No other issues of The

I’d see my boy in —

Rollins Alumni Record appeared after
Vol. I, No. I, until 1923, when The

CHORUS

Alumni Record of Rollins College was

By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,

revived as a monthly magazine.

“LIVE ROLLINS ALUMNI
READ THE RECORD”
Headline in The Alumni Record of
Rollins College, July, 1925

The Rollins College Alumni Association was founded in 1898 by one
of Rollins’ first graduates, Clara Louise
Guild. Until 1918, the Association held
its annual meeting during Commencement Week. With the growing
popularity of Founders’ Week, however, the meeting was moved to February. Membership dues were $.50 a
year, although by 1923 they had increased to $2.00, and a life membership was $100.00.
Until the annual meeting of May
1917, the Alumni Association had no
real objective. It decided then to work
towards a gift of chimes, to be presented in honor of one of Rollins’ most
beloved faculty members, Thomas R.
Baker, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of
Natural Science. A fund for this purpose had been established in 1909
and it was hoped the Baker Chimes

By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,

In 1923, the Alumni Association in

The ring’s crest portrayed the sun

essence voted to become more in-

rising from the water, with Neptune

volved with the life of the College. As

and the figure of a swimmer in the

well as resurrecting The Alumni

foreground. The sun suggested Rollins’

Southern’s run by millionaires,

Record, membership in the Associa-

motto, “Fiat Lux,” while both Neptune

Stetson’s run by swains,

tion was expanded to include any for-

and the swimmer represented Rollins’

Florida’s run by farmer boys,

mer student. In 1924, the Association

preeminence in water sports.

And Rollins is run by brains.

By-lo, my baby, baby, bye,
R-o-l-l-i-n-s, R-o-l-l-i-n-s!

adopted a special 16-point program,

The onyx and gold ring was avail-

including fundraising, developing a

able only through the Alumni Associa-

strong student body, and assisting in

tion “to eliminate the possibility of

intercollegiate athletics through su-

ineligibles wearing this handsome ring”

pervisory efforts and in acquiring

(The Alumni Record of Rollins College,

publicity for the College. Rollins was

1924). The ring was used by the classes

seal of Rollins

then experiencing a financial crisis

of ’17 to ’29.

College bore

pending its endorsement by the
Church Union, and the alumni were
charged with raising $400,000 of the
emergency funds.

CHORUS, 1924

“SIT LUX”
The original

the Latin in-

WORDS BY ROSE MILLS
POWERS. MUSIC BY HOMER
STANLEY POPE.

scription “Sit
Lux”—“Here is
light.” Because

Alumni formed Rollins Circles; ac-

The Alma Mater was written in

tive groups included clubs in New

1912 by American poet Rose Mills Pow-

considered “too con-

York, Boston, Chicago, Ohio, Jack-

ers, wife of Rollins Professor of Modern

ventional,” a new design was author-

sonville,

Miami,

Languages Hiram Powers. The words

ized in 1905. The Board of Trustees

Tampa, and St. Petersburg. The alums

were set to music by Homer Stanley

adopted the current seal in 1908.

also kept in touch through alumni

Pope, Director of the School of Music.

Designed by Miss Grace Lainhart,

chain letters, a clever idea for keeping

The Alma Mater was first per-

Director of the School of Fine Arts,

each other posted on the latest news:

formed by the Rollins Men’s Glee Club

it bears Rollins’ more well-known

send one letter and get 10 back.

during the 1912-13 academic year.

motto, “Fiat Lux”—“Let there be light.”

Daytona

Beach,
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route by later adding 10 miles of track

FRESHMAN
RULES

VIII. All College songs must be

October 1924 attributes Rollins’ des-

I. As soon as Green

IX. Freshmen must compose a song to

The O. & W.P. ran an observation

ignation as “Tars” to the College’s

Caps arrive at Leedy’s, all

be sung on the beanery steps before

car which regularly carried Rollins

lunch every day after October 1.

students from Orlando to Winter Park.

SO WHY ARE WE TARS?
The

Alumni

Record

of

long association with water sports.
A more romantic explanation
stems from 1917, when a naval training

Freshmen will procure one
and wear it on all occasions.

memorized by October 2.

between Winter Park and Oviedo.

X. These rules must be memorized and

The railway, with its two engines, “Tea

be repeated immediate ly when

Pot” and “Coffee Pot,” ran trains every

called upon to do so.

two hours. The Rollins station was

vessel was stationed in Lake Virginia.

II. You must tip your

The war had left only 10 men at Rollins,

cap upon meeting

XI. At all times Freshmen must conduct

nothing more than a platform down

so the coeds were attracted to the

an upper-classman

themselves in a manner befitting

the hill behind Lakeside Cottage and

naval trainees, called “Tars.”

and step off the walk.

their measly station.

Lyman Gymnasium.

Before 1917, the Rollins teams
were known as the Blue and Gold.

III. Freshmen will open all doors for

The Sandspur, 1924

passengers disembarked to pick flow-

IV. Freshmen girls will see that the
walks around Cloverleaf are swept

“IT IS A VERY PRETTY
COLOR FOR GIRLS’
EVENING DRESSES … ”
The Sand-Spur, 1895

clean at all times.

was rose-pink, or oleander. Many
students felt this “inadequate to
express dignity, strength and stability.”
The Sand-Spur actively lobbied for

THE DINKY
From 1889 until 1967, Rollins stu-

V. Rooms belonging to freshmen girls

dents lived with the creaking and

must be ready for inspection before

grinding of the “Dinky.” The Orlando

the breakfast bugle.

and Winter Park Railway was originally

VI. Freshmen girls must be present at
Until 1895, Rollins’ school color

Not renowned for its speed (the
engineer would hold the train while

upper-classmen.

breakfast every morning. No ex-

six miles long, although it almost
tripled its

ers and oranges), the Dinky was known
for its tendency to slip off the tracks—
sometimes with the help of students
who poured soap or oil on the rails.
After a series of acquisitions and mergers, the Dinky ultimately disappeared.
The tracks were removed in 1969.
And how did the Orlando and

cuses allowed.
VII. Positively no freshmen allowed to

Winter Park Railway get the name

use alarm clocks. There is a dire

“Dinky”? According to the dictionary,

penalty for disobeying this rule.

a “dinkey” is a small locomotive used
for hauling freight, logging, or shunt-

royal blue, representing “kingship,
ing. But some historians credit Rollins
power, the highest and deepest
students, who simply called the
in character and aims,” and
diminutive railroad as they
gold—“unchanging value and
saw it: “dinky.”
real, substantial worth.”
The combination of blue
and gold was suggested by a
pitcher in the Art Department,
which bore the same colors.

“The Pioneers” was originally published as Part I of “A Centennial Perspective” in the September 1985 issue of the Rollins Alumni Record.
In addition to the acknowledgments appearing there (Jane F. Fletcher, former Archivist; Mannee Rawa, Assistant in Archives; Donna
Janeczko, freelance cinematographer and film producer; Marilyn Anderson, Reference Librarian; and Jack C. Lane, Weddell Professor
of History), we wish to thank Professor Wenxian Zhang and Gertrude Laframboise of Rollins’ Olin Library Archives and Special Collections.
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S TO N E ’ 8 5
A HECTIC
INTERIOR
LIFE

RENEE STONE IS A VERY BUSY WOMAN. Snagging
an interview with her is like trying to catch a rare
animal—a Florida panther, say, or an ocelot. She has 30
minutes to talk while driving from Washington, DC to
her home in Chevy Chase. Not that she doesn’t want to
chat more—she’s just, well, overloaded.
“It’s still a little chaotic, but I’m having a really
good time,” she said of life in the US Department of the
Interior, where she was appointed deputy chief of staff
in January. The department is deep in the midst of
transition, with a recently appointed interior secretary,
Ken Salazar, and staffing shakeups that go along with
a change in the administration.
“My appointment was a wild surprise and honor to
me,” said Stone, typically modest in spite of her goldstandard credentials. A lawyer who spent eight years
working for the Interior Department during the Clinton
presidency, she served in such roles as associate solicitor
for parks and wildlife and chief of staff of the National
Park Service.
Now her days are spent in a blur of meetings
(eight standing meetings a day, for starters), calls from
the Cabinet Affairs Office at the White House, interviews with potential political staff, and management of
five offices. “My job is hard to define,” she said. “It’s
rather a joke between the chief of staff and me that I
do whatever he doesn’t want to do.”
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Since the Interior Department manages roughly
one-fifth of all the land in the United States, there’s
never a shortage of things to accomplish. One of
Stone’s chief responsibilities is handling what she calls
the “issue of the day,” which can be anything from
getting testimony for a hearing on the Hill to deciding
how to operate a dam.
Stone works 10 hours or more a day, but is diligent
about coming home in time to have dinner with her husband and two sons. Sometimes, however, duty calls on
off days. Stone recalls one Saturday morning spent at a
White House meeting for chiefs of staff. Visibly unhappy
to be working on a Saturday, the chiefs brightened when
President Obama made a surprise appearance to discuss
their pet causes. “That turned out to be a pretty cool
way to spend a Saturday,” Stone said.
Stone’s environmental bent leads in a straight line
back to Rollins, where she earned academic credit writing
for the Florida Audubon Society magazine. That work
fueled her interest in wildlife management and land-use
issues; saving sea turtles was one of the many hands-on
projects she tackled. She then earned the high honor
of a Rhodes Scholarship, resulting in a master’s in history
at the University of Oxford.
Returning from England, she was torn about her
future. “Should I get a Ph.D. in history and live on the
intellectual side of my life, or should I get a law degree
and work for environmental issues?” she wondered.
The latter won out: “I made the decision because of
the work I’d done at Audubon when I was at Rollins.”
Stone’s office in the Interior Department building faces the National Mall; from her window she
can see the Washington Monument and the Lincoln
Memorial. Both sit on Park Service land, which is
stewarded by the Interior Department. A seasoned
administrator, Stone knows the winds of change are
always blowing. “The nature of a political job,” she
said, “is that one day there are different people in
power, and you’re gone.”
Gone, yes, but undoubtedly in the case of Renee
Stone, on to greater challenges. ■ rrstone@att.net
—Mary Seymour ’80
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WHEN PHIL STANTON ARRIVED IN BARCELONA, SPAIN in
1988, a fresh MFA from New York’s School of Visual Arts in hand,
he found a city teeming with life. After almost 40 years of severe
repression and censorship under the authoritarian rule of Francisco Franco, Spain was rediscovering its creative roots, and
Barcelona—home of such noted artists as Gaudi, Picasso, Miró,
and Tàpies—was experiencing a huge burst of creative energy
that Stanton found appealing. “There were lots of things
happening, a lot of good people, and I just felt like there might be
a place for me there,” he said.
Establishing himself as an artist in Spain was no easy task,
however. In addition to dealing with the challenges of a language
barrier (he didn’t speak Spanish), Stanton was operating on a
shoestring budget. “Those early days were difficult,” he said. “I
would visit galleries and agencies with my portfolio and would
get by through lots of gesticulating and by speaking pidgin
Spanish.” But his talent didn’t need translation. “Fortunately, I had
a solid portfolio that was quite different from anything most
people in Barcelona had seen before, so that helped me to get
my foot in many doors.”
The radical change in environment moved Stanton’s artistic
style in a new direction. “Barcelona during those first couple of
years was a very colorful, luminous place,” he said. “This had a
major impact on my art. When I was working in New York, my
art was darker, both visually and conceptually. Barcelona
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changed the focus of my work. I didn’t want to create art that
was so depressing anymore.”
One of Stanton’s first pieces in Barcelona was a painting of
a table with a croissant and an Italian coffee press which
captured the mood of the Mediterranean lifestyle—an image that
might have seemed rather ordinary to the locals, but to Stanton
was striking. “Things like the beauty of a table with sunlight
spilling across it—people there took that stuff for granted,”
he said. “I was so stunned by the light of Barcelona that the
ordinary looked extraordinary to me.”
Now, two decades later, Stanton speaks fluent Spanish and
has made a name for himself in this urban arts mecca as a fine
artist, illustrator, and graphic designer. “I’d get bored if I always
had to do one thing, so I find it really rewarding to switch between these three areas,” he said. Self-described as “artistically
schizophrenic,” Stanton likes to draw from many different schools
of art. His paintings are very Mediterranean in chromatic scheme
and currently he is exploring “pop cubism.” “Mixing pop art and
cubism is quite intentional because I like to play with various
styles to find out what’s in there for me,” he said. “Quite often,
delving into different schools of art will lead to the creation of
something that is entirely new.”
The multi-faceted artist also has published a series of
children’s books which he both wrote and illustrated. With titles
such as I’m Not Sleepy, I’m Not Going to School Today, and I
Don’t Want a Little Brother, the Misha the Cat series deals with
typical problems facing children.
The magna cum laude studio art major credits Rollins with
giving him the push he needed in order to successfully pursue
his career. “I was lucky enough to get into a nurturing environment,” said Stanton, “with top professors like Bob Lemon, Tom
Peterson, and Ron Larned. It was a very important point in my life
because it made me start taking art seriously instead of
struggling along, trying to figure out what to do with my life.”
Stanton’s success in Barcelona has reached new heights
through his latest creations: large-scale urban installations of
his colorful paintings, primarily on buildings that are completely
wrapped in canvas. Stanton is leaving his mark—quite literally—
on the city that has had such an impact on his artistic career. ■
mail@stantonstudio.com
—Jay Werba ’86
To learn more about Phil Stanton and his work, go to stantonstudio.com and phillipstanton.com/mishaweb.
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ROHRER ’78
OUT OF AFRICA

AS A CHILD, SUE ROHRER DREAMED OF VISITING AFRICA. She didn’t know why the continent
drew her; she just knew the longing had always
been inside. In 2000, as her 20-year marriage
unraveled and she wondered what to do with
her life, a friend invited Rohrer and her two eldest
children on a trip to Africa. “When the plane landed
and the door opened and I smelled the air, I just knew this was
where I was supposed to be,” she recalled.
Rohrer has been to Africa 15 times since then, and in the
process she discovered what to do with her life. In 2002 she
founded the nonprofit organization Children of Tanzania (COT),
which focuses on improving education for Tanzanian children.
The idea for COT arose when Rohrer stopped in a village to pass
out toys and was startled to see dozens of children who weren’t
in school. After learning that their families couldn’t afford the
$14 cost of the required uniform, she raised money back in the
States, then arranged for village seamstresses to sew the
uniforms. “We had no idea if could be done, but we did it,” said
Rohrer of the plunge she took with her friend Rosarii Falvey.
“Once we started with the uniforms, we saw other reasons why
kids weren’t in school: girls are out getting water all day long,
kids have malaria, there are no classrooms—the list goes on
and on.”
Current projects include installing a kitchen and two
classrooms in a primary school in a remote Masaai village,
providing lunches for schoolchildren who previously suffered
from malnutrition, and installing a well at a school in Kireree.
COT’s most ambitious ongoing project is modernizing
the decrepit Endorofa Secondary School in Karatu. Home to
500 boys and girls, the school suffers from rotted buildings,
broken beds, pit latrines, and a tar-blackened, unventilated
kitchen. Rohrer and Lisa Oram, COT’s vice chair, have raised
enough money to install tanks for the school’s immediate
water needs. Next on the list are the kitchen and bathrooms.
“I know if people were to see the school, they couldn’t turn
their backs on it. But because people don’t see it, the challenge
is portraying to them what we saw and what the schoolchildren need.”
Rohrer believes in helping people learn to change their
situation so they can become self-sustaining. “I believe that

education—especially for girls—is what will change Africa.
They’ve learned how to grow better crops, how diseases are
spread, how to form microenterprise groups. They’re learning
that they don’t have to get married when they’re 14—that they
can have a say in their future.”
Given so much need and limited resources, one would expect Rohrer to become discouraged. “It used to be very difficult
to walk away from things. But now I realize that we’ll be back,
and when we come back we’ll be able to help make changes.”
The dichotomy between her comfortable life in Old Greenwich, Connecticut and Africa’s glaring poverty is another
potential sticking point; however, Rohrer has made peace with
it. “I believe I have a really blessed life, and it’s my obligation to
try and help,” she said. It wasn’t so easy at first—like the time
she listened to horrific stories from former child soldiers at a
Ugandan placement camp, then returned home to find her
children waving their Christmas lists at her.
The well-buffered populace of Old Greenwich has provided
generous and reliable support. COT publishes an annual
newsletter that drums up donations, and the organization sells
gift merchandise, including beaded ornaments and jewelry
made by a microenterprise group of Masaai women. This year,
donors have stepped up to fund the most expensive projects:
$20,000 for the lunch program and $25,000 for the well in Kireree.
“You don’t need a lot of money to do things in Africa,”
Rohrer explained. “For $20,000, you can completely change
400 children’s lives. That’s what inspires me and keeps me
going. Somehow, this money keeps coming in and making a
huge difference. There’s so much need in Africa, but it’s all
about thinking about one person at a time. If you change one
person’s life for the better, it has an amazing effect.” ■
Quintand1@aol.com —Mary Seymour ’80
For more information on COT, go to childrenoftanzania.com.
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BRADLEY ’77
ENERGY SURGE

THE END OF ENRON WAS AN UNLIKELY NEW BEGINNING FOR ROBERT BRADLEY ’77.
After 16 years at the energy giant, the last seven as a
public policy analyst and speechwriter for CEO Ken Lay,
Bradley found himself stranded when the company
imploded in a firestorm of shady dealings. Like most
people at Enron, he never saw it coming. “As with most
Enron employees, my equity was in company stocks,” he
said. “So I not only lost my job, I lost my financial cushion.
It was a crisis for me.”
Bradley transformed that crisis into a new career as
one of the nation’s leading advocates of free-market
energy policy. He founded the Institute for Energy
Research, a think tank for market-based sustainability,
and its lobbying affiliate, American Energy Alliance, which
leads the drive against cap-and-trade (what Bradley calls
“cap-and-tax”) energy legislation, as well as a national
renewable-energy mandate.
Bradley espouses the view that concerns over global
warming are exaggerated and that, in fact, government
can significantly increase energy costs and reduce energy
reliability without appreciably influencing the climate.
Politically popular or not, he is no lightweight. An academic
and historian with a Ph.D. in political economy, Bradley is
an adjunct scholar for the Cato Institute in Washington,
DC, the University of Texas at Austin, and the Institute of
Economic Affairs in London. He has written for The New
York Times and The Wall Street Journal and blogs on climate
issues for masterresource.org and on libertarian politics for
politicalcapitalism.org.
He is also the author of six books on energy, including
Oil, Gas and Government: The U.S. Experience. He is
currently writing the second book in a trilogy titled
Political Capitalism, which uses Enron as the canary in the
coalmine. “Greedy capitalism got the blame for Enron, but
Enron was anything but a free-market corporation,” he
said. “They were gaming the system, using politics for their
own interests. That’s not free-market capitalism. That’s
political capitalism.”
It was government dependence and arrogance that
precipitated the Enron bust, Bradley writes in the trilogy’s
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Rob Bradley emerges from the Enron scandal as a leading
expert on responsible and sustainable energy markets.

first book, Capitalism at Work. “Only by manipulating the
levers of government was Enron transformed from a
$3-billion natural gas company to a $100-billion chimera,
one that went from seventh place on the Fortune 500 list
to bankruptcy.”
Bradley’s vision for a sustainable energy market
focuses on greater reliance on free markets (less government control) and the end of corporate welfare (leaving
business to compete without subsidies). For example, he
explained, Enron was sounding the climate alarm for
years, all while benefiting from wind and solar subsidies
and banking on potential emissions trading markets.
If it seems a leap to use the model of failure represented by Enron in the debate over climate change,
Bradley begs to differ. He believes the proposed energy
legislation currently under debate is just the kind of
regulation that Enron bigwigs would have loved to
game. “Enron pushed for cap-and-trade because they
were going to be the number one provider,” he said.
“What have we learned from Enron? Don’t politicize
the energy market or the worst will get on top.”

(l-r) Al Gore, Carter Eskew (strategist
from Gore’s 2000 campaign), Frank
Hunger (Gore’s brother-in-law), Senator
Obama, and Kalee Kreider in Detroit
when Gore endorsed Senator Obama
for the Presidency.

In a radio speech in June, President Barack Obama insisted that the energy bill would create jobs, make renewable
energy profitable, and decrease America’s dependence on
foreign oil: “Don’t believe the misinformation out there that
suggests there is somehow a contradiction between investing
in clean energy and economic growth.”
Bradley, however, is dubious that there is an energy crisis
at all (“I’d call it an energy problem, not a crisis,”) and certainly
believes the doomsayers have it wrong on global warming. He
calls the view alarmist, falsely creating a sense of urgency
about the environment to spur rapid legislation. He draws
parallels between the Obama energy plan and that of former
President Jimmy Carter, which he characterizes as government
intervention making things in the ’70s worse, not better.
Bradley understands his views are unpopular with some,
but he believes there is great risk in ignoring legitimate criticism. He actually founded IER when he was still employed at
Enron, as a reaction to the company’s “greenwashing.” He
was criticized at his day job for not being a team player—but
Bradley has always done things a little differently, even as a
young kid fresh from Texas. “I never claimed to be one of the
‘smartest guys in the room,’” he said, referring to the famous
book and movie about Enron. “I have been a blue-collar
scholar. I know I was a pain to some of my professors at
Rollins, but I think they appreciated the debate even if they
didn’t agree with my views.”
“I can hardly think of a student I taught over three
decades at Rollins with whom I disagreed philosophically
more completely, but with whom I more thoroughly enjoyed
jousting intellectually,” said Gary Williams, professor emeritus
of history. Williams said he was intent on changing Bradley’s
ideas about free market economics and Bradley was equally
determined, at 19 years old, to “correct” Williams’ view of
American history and economics. In the end, it was an amiable stalemate, with no loss of respect on either side. “Though
I mistook Rob for a conservative instead of a libertarian,
which surely he would describe himself as,” Williams said, “I
will give him credit for making me think more about, and
more highly of, his philosophy.”
The two might never have met, however, if Bradley, a
nationally ranked junior tennis star, had succeeded in earning
a spot on the court for the University of Texas at Austin.
When he failed to get a tennis scholarship there, he visited
his sister, Liz Bradley ’75, who was a student at Rollins. As fate
would have it, it was a sunny day in January. “The tennis

courts and the whole
campus was the most
beautiful scene imaginable,” he said. “I accepted
Norm Copeland’s offer of
a tennis scholarship right
“Greedy capitalism got the blame for
on the spot.”
Enron, but Enron was anything but a
A four-year tennis
letterman, MVP, and team
free-market corporation. They were
captain, Bradley also regaming the system, using politics for
ceived the S. Truman Olin
their own interests. That’s not freeAward for economics and
graduated with honors.
market capitalism. That’s political
He received his master’s
capitalism.” —Rob Bradley
degree in economics
from the University of
Houston and doctorate from International College, under
libertarian theorist Murray Rothbard. Bradley lives in Houston,
traveling to Washington as necessary.
Although it appears his career has skyrocketed despite
the Enron debacle, Bradley says his success came in part
because of the scandal. Enron’s collapse propelled him to the
front lines of the energy and environmental debate, something he never anticipated when he was part of the mass
Enron layoff that netted him only $4,500 in severance pay.
“You need setbacks for humility,” he said. “Not getting a
scholarship to the University of Texas got me to Rollins
where I had small classes and a liberal arts education, which
has benefited me in ways I couldn’t have realized at the time.
And Enron was sort of a godsend. I never would have had
the experiences I’ve had if I hadn’t had a few setbacks along
the way.” ■ RBradley@iertx.org
—Leigh Brown Perkins
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ROLLINS THROUGH THEIR EYES

54

ROLLINS MAGAZINE

IN THE 125 YEARS THAT BRIDGE ROLLINS’ PAST
with its present, thousands of students have sat
beneath the campus’s other-worldly oak trees, watched
the light flicker across the rippling surface of Lake
Virginia, made a home inside the stunning Spanishstyle architecture. They’ve shared their first laugh
with someone who became a lifelong friend, worked
closely with classmates on an unforgettable class
project, engaged in a conversation with a
professor who expanded their worldview. In a
recent photo contest sponsored by Rollins
Magazine, students were invited to submit
images of the people, places, and moments that
define their Rollins experience. Here, we invite you
to re-experience Rollins as seen through their eyes
—Laura J. Cole ’04 ’08MLS

To view all entries, go to rollins.edu/throughyoureyes.

▼

WINNING ENTRY: Violin Bliss by Marie Patrick ’10

“This picture is of a student in the music department at
Rollins College. I personally developed each picture in the
art department’s darkroom; they were not digitally altered.
My goal was to bring out the artist behind the music in
his element as well as the instrument’s beauty.”

MARIE PATRICK ’10
Marie Patrick was born in Haiti,
speaks Creole and French, and
has been living in the US for the
past 15 years. A studio art major
and art history minor, the Rollins
senior will have her work featured in the senior art show at
the Cornell Fine Arts Center.
Before coming to study liberal
arts at Rollins, Marie studied
art for two years at Savannah
College of Art and Design. Of her art she writes, “I do
believe that the simplicity and silence of black and white
photography is what gives it power and appeal. My overall
goal is not only to captivate the viewer through balanced
composition and detailed imagery, but also to seduce the
viewer into subconsciously becoming part of the composition.”
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Behind the Sound (above);
Holding On (right) by
Marie Patrick ’10

Paul’s Echo by Marie Patrick ’10

Billy Collins
by Christian Kebbel ’12
This picture of former U.S.
Poet Laureate Billy Collins
was taken in Tiedtke
Concert Hall, when Collins
spoke as part of Winter
With the Writers 2009.
Out of Place
by Marie Patrick ’10
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Time Out by Catherine Kelly ’10
“Jennifer Merrihue and I sat on the dock on Lake Virginia,
unwinding after classes and blowing some bubbles.”

Close-Up Rollins Sisters by Ben Rupp ’10 HH
“This photograph is a close-up taken when Rollins sisters
Hannah Walsh ’08 ’09MBA and Shannon Walsh ’11 met up
accidently on a park bench on Park Avenue. Hannah was
practicing her guitar and Shannon was studying. The
moment was too serendipitous not to capture.”
Count to Three
by Praise Santos ’11 HH
“I represented Rollins
College at the LeaderShape Institute in
Champaign, Illinois,
where the splendor of
dandelions abounds.
The wish I made?
A great beginning,
middle, and end.”
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Dusk Shadows Outside Ward by Christian Kebbel ’12

The Basement at WPRK by Christian Kebbel ’12

Fox Day Fog by J.D. Casto ’10
The Fox, in solitude on Mills Lawn, calmly awaits
the return of students for the Fox Day BBQ.

Curiosity by Catherine Kelly ’10

Student Putting Feet in the Fountain at the
Campus Center by Laurie MacKillip ’09HH

Rollins Swim Practice by Christian Kebbel ’12

Canoes by Laurie MacKillip ’09HH

CONNECTED FOR LIFE

MUSICAL SERENDIPITY
ALUMNI SEPARATED BY 30 CLASS YEARS UNITED BY MUSIC

TALK ABOUT FATE.
When aspiring music arranger Jamey Ray ’06 visited Rollins last fall to meet Sally Albrecht ’76, he never imagined the
impact it would have on his career. He not only received valuable insight from Albrecht—an acclaimed choral conductor,
composer, and clinician; he also gained an opportunity to showcase his talents on the world stage.
Albrecht had come to campus to sing with other former members of the Chapel Choir at a memorial service for Dean A.
Arnold Wettstein ’06H. While there, she also conducted a choir rehearsal and lunched with students interested in music
composition. Rollins Music Director and John M. Tiedtke Professor of Music John Sinclair invited Ray to join the group,
knowing he could benefit from Albrecht’s experience. An award-winning
composer, Albrecht is director of School Choral and Classroom
Publications for Alfred Music Publishing. Her composition “I Hear
America Singing!,” written with her husband and composer/
arranger Jay Althouse, was performed during the 2009
Presidential Inauguration Ceremony.
Ray was thrilled at the chance to spend time
with a choral icon. “It was great to listen to someone
who has been successful in doing exactly what I want
to do,” he said. “Sally Albrecht and Jay Althouse
are huge, huge names in the choral world. I sang
their music while growing up.”
Albrecht counseled Ray on advancing his career
and agreed to critique his a cappella arrangement of

Sally Albrecht ’76

the national anthem—although she admittedly was less
than enthused over his song selection. “Honestly, the last thing
in the world I wanted was another rendition of the “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” she said.
Despite her misgivings, she was captivated by Ray’s arrangement, which eventually was published by Alfred.
“The piece was so different because of the contemporary harmonies,” Albrecht said. “I thought it was fantastic!”
Apparently, others do, too. Orders for the music have been rolling in from both the U.S. and abroad.
Ray, who is also a skilled pianist, said he strives to put a unique twist on his musical arrangements. “I try to write
music that is going to be interesting for the audience and interesting for the choir. I like it to be unpredictable. I like
the audience to not know where the song is going to go.” In another serendipitous Rollins “duet,” Ray recently
arranged the spiritual “Were You There?” for Sinclair, who will conduct the new arrangement with the All-State
Men’s Chorus at the Florida Music Educators’ Convention in January. Alfred Publishing has also picked up this rendition.
Sinclair is gratified to have brought these two “choral music junkies” together. “I’m so proud of both of them.
Sally has an A-plus career and Jamey has the potential to be a star in this field.”
Albrecht agrees that Ray has the talent and drive to be a great success. “I’m truly touched that I can open a door for
a young talent like Jamey. He is so focused and so imaginative and so vibrant—you can see it. He’s got such a positive
energy about him.”
Ray earned a master’s degree in music technology from NYU and is now living in New York City where he has
landed work arranging and transcribing for Broadway productions. While it’s been a “fun, cool experience,” he has
Jamey Ray ’06

loftier ambitions. “If I could be teaching music theory at the college level and arranging choral music on the side, it
couldn’t get any better than that.” ■ skalbrecht@earthlink.net | james.ray@nyu.edu
—Kristin Hurst

60

ROLLINS MAGAZINE

CLASS NEWS

1950s
’50 | In the spring 2009 issue of Rollins Magazine, we reported the deaths of college
sweethearts Thomas and Joyce Yeomans
Dreier–Hagood. The two had rekindled their
romance at their 48th class reunion at Rollins
in 1998 and were married February 14, 2000.
After eight blissful years
of marriage, Thomas
passed away August 9,
2008, and his beloved
wife a short eight weeks
later of a broken heart.
Thomas left behind two daughters, two sons,
three stepchildren, and 19 grandchildren.
Joyce is survived by a son, two daughters,
and two grandchildren.
’51 | Lucy Bright Thatcher, who recently
turned 80, would like to hear from her classmates. She writes, “We visited a niece in Winter Park last year and had lunch at
Dubsdread—brought back happy memories
of golfing there.” The Peter T. Fay Jurist-InResidence Program at the University of
Florida Levin College of Law was named after
Peter Fay, a senior judge of the U.S. 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals who graduated from the
College in 1956. The Program will bring judges
to the law school to provide insight to students and faculty on issues such as judicial
process, substantive law, trial and appellate
advocacy, and routine law practices.
’52 | Mary Skook Bailey, pictured with Robin
Merrill Ogilvie and Ellie Smith Friedman, received The President’s Volunteer
Service Award for
her 17 years of
dedicated service
to Florida’s Broward
and Palm Beach
counties.
’55 | The Guild of Professional Tour Guides of
Washington, DC presented Jo Ann Lucas
Porter with the 2008 Jill Blakeman Guide of
the Year Award for her service as Chair of International Tourist Guide Day and volunteer
work during the holiday season.
’56 | Adele Fort Kirkpatrick lost her husband,
Jeff, March 28, 2009.
’57 | Joan Bennett Clayton lost her husband,
Charles, January 9, 2009.
’58 | Shelby Hiatt Benson’s non-fiction novel
PANAMA was published September 28,
2009. She writes, “I love hearing about my
class of ’58. Keep the news coming.”

’59 | Vero Beach artist Guerrie Brown Miller
was featured in the November/December
2008 issue of Vero Beach Magazine for her
former career as a 1960s flight attendant for
Pan American World Airways (Pan Am).

1960s
’60 | On October 22, 2008, Bob Stewart
threw the first pitch in
game one of the World
Series, Philadelphia Phillies
at Tampa Bay. Bob retired
in November 2008 after
24 years as a city councilman and county commissioner for St. Petersburg
and Pinellas counties.
’64 | The Life and Work of Father Johann Ludwig Schneller: Founding Father of the Syrian
Orphanage, “Schneller Institute,” in 19th-century Jerusalem was translated into English
with additional material by Ramsay Bisharah.
The November 2008 issue of Scientific
America referenced an article written by
Russell Friedman that refutes the “alleged
stages of grief.”
’66| Throughout December 2008, landscape
paintings by Greeley Wells were on display
during “First Friday Art Walk” at Headwaters
Gallery in Ashland, OR.
’67 | Avid road cyclist Ashton Harcourt participated in the Bike and Build’s charitable
Capital Ride in July 2009 to benefit Multiple
Sclerosis and Habitat for Humanity. His ride
lasted for two weeks, starting in Richmond,
VA, continuing through DC, and ending in
Philadelphia. The event included two days of
helping build homes in the greater DC area
and Philadelphia. Ashton reports that thanks
to his supporters, he exceeded his fundraising
goal of $1,400.

1970s
’70 | Gaby Forster-Kohn writes, “Consulting
and corporate boards, aside from leisure
traveling, have me in different cities, active
and involved. I recently opened a Chapter of
Women Corporate Directors in Miami. In
‘real-life’ I enjoy the great privilege of being a
grandmother.”
’72 | Holly Rogers was appointed director of
programs at Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center in Oviedo, FL. Lenni Yesner and
husband Steven Wilson ’70 relocated to
Phoenix, AZ to be closer to their children and
grandchildren. Lenni hopes to create some
artwork and personalize poems online while
Steve continues to sell custom-tailored cloth-
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ing and work as a national sales representative for a Hong Kong clothing company.
’75 | Terrie Egert Wood was elected state representative for the 141st District (CT). She has
been active in various political and community organizations, including serving as cofounder of the Darien Environmental Group
and secretary of the Republican Town Committee. Karen Thrun Heyden is a licensed
massage therapist who started a new business named Massage and Healing. She also
earned her first-degree black belt in karate in
December 2008. Karen’s son, Brendan Hildreth ’09, graduated from Rollins with a BA in
mathematics.
’76 | GrayRobinson, P.A. announced that John
Brennan is among 49 of its attorneys who
were selected as 2009 Florida Super Lawyers,
an exclusive list of outstanding lawyers in
more than 70 practice areas.
’77 | Bobby Reich
and Don Warrington met up with
swimmer Carson
Nicely
’09
in
Knoxville, TN to
celebrate Carson’s
graduation from Rollins and do a little cave
exploring.

>> ROLLINS
MILESTONE
JUST AROUND
THE CORNER
In 2010, Rollins
College will celebrate the 125th
anniversary of its
founding. In honor
of this occasion,
Rollins Magazine
presents a threepart history of the
institution hailed
as Florida’s first
college.
DON’T MISS
Part I: The Pioneers,
located in the special
center section of
this magazine. We
invite you to collect
all three issues for a
complete historical
profile of Rollins.

’78 | In 2003, Susan
Rohrer founded Children of Tanzania,
which provides educational support to
children living in impoverished areas of
the African country.
With each project, the organization strives to
integrate the educational system into the lives
of children, providing them with the opportunities for a successful future. (See story p. 51)
’79 | In 1997, Danny
Cook retired from
the Memphis Police
Department and
re located to Cape
Canaveral, FL, where
he was stationed in the U.S. Air Force and
attended Rollins at Patrick Air Force Base.
Tennis titans Bev Buckley ’75 (Rollins
women’s tennis coach), Felicia Hutnick,
former Rollins women’s tennis coach Ginny
Mack, and the late Nancy Corse Reed ’55 (see
memorial tribute, p. 70) recently enjoyed one
another’s company at a dinner party. Brad
Syckes, who began his career at Central
Florida’s WESH-TV (“At that time, I knew how
to change the channel and turn a TV on!”),
recently celebrated 34 years in the film and
broadcast industries.

REUNION 2010
March 26-28
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KURT WELLS ’95 |

1980s
PRESIDENT, ROLLINS ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

During his six-year tenure on the Rollins Alumni Association Board of Directors, Kurt Wells ’95 has played
a key role in steering new alumni programming. “I wanted to give service back to Rollins because the
College has given me so much opportunity,” said Wells of his decision to join the Board in 2003. “Our mission
is to keep alumni connected with Rollins for life, and it’s been fulfilling and a lot of fun to be involved in
developing programs to achieve that—from providing grants to student groups to hosting National Fox Day
gatherings across the country, to building the Rollins Alumni Network (RAN) that helps to recruit Rollins
students. I am particularly excited about our upcoming strategic planning during which we will explore other
initiatives to enhance alumni relations.”

THEN
Extracurricular: Chi Psi, IFC, soccer (was the goalie)
Major: Political science with minors in communication and business
Favorite classes: A politics class with former U.S. Representative Jim Bacchus ’02H (having class with a
congressman was very cool—he used to fly in every week) and Textbook Orlando with Professor Rick
Foglesong (I enjoyed being part of the research team for his book Married to the Mouse: Walt Disney World
and Orlando)
Favorite Fox Day: The year we went over to the coast and didn’t have a clue the space shuttle was going
off that day—insane, ridiculous fun
Best place on campus: The gazebo behind the Cornell or on Lake Virginia in a canoe or under the big tree
within old B lot and, of course, the tennis courts watching Carol play
Favorite late-night eatery: 7-Eleven, while strolling home from nightspots on Fairbanks like the Mill and Harper’s
Career ambition: Politics, business from an entrepreneur standpoint, or teacher

NOW
Hometown: Cincinnati, Ohio
Family: Wife, Carol Picton Wells ’94; three children: Caroline, 10; Whitney, 8; Canon, 4
Work: Owner, WELLSOLV=D Services, a business solutions firm
Volunteer work:
6 years on Alumni Board, plus 2 years as a Young Alumni Delegate
Hobbies: Coaching my daughters’ soccer teams and playing tennis with my wife
Favorite R&R: Attending Notre Dame football games (with a Chi Psi fraternity brother); and now, enjoying
the seasons and Midwest living after 17 years in Florida
Something people may not know
about me: Was an Eagle Scout
Guilty pleasure: Graeter’s
ice cream—any flavor with
chips in it

’81 | Cindy Nill relocated from Long Island to
Charlotte, NC in 1992. She has worked for
Bank of America for the past 10 years and
currently is a CPA and vice president/compliance manager for the bank’s legal entity
transactions sector. Cindy writes, “I would be
happy to hear from old friends.” Tracey
Robinson entertains children and families as
Lady Dibble the Storyteller. All of her stories
are original works, many based on characters
she has created and international locations
she once called home. Tracey can be reached
at traydib@yahoo.com.
’82 | Stacy Portner Ritter
sends news that she was
re-elected without opposition to the Broward
County (FL) Board of
County Commissioners
on November 4, 2008
and was sworn in as
mayor of Broward County on November 18,
2008. She writes, “During this past year, I
was proud to serve as the Broward chair
and state co-chair of the Obama for America
campaign and also was a member of the
National Finance Committee.”
’83 | Stephen Altier ’85MBA writes, “Our oldest child Casey, 19, just completed her first
year at FSU and is studying zoology—she
takes after Judy [McEvoy ’80]! Casey is
recovering very well from her recent battle
with a rare form of bone cancer called Ewing’s
sarcoma. She spent her entire senior year of
high school in the hospital and endured nine
months of intense chemotherapy at All
Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg. Today
she is cancer-free and doing great! I want to
thank all of my Rollins friends who offered us
support during that difficult time, especially
Richard Watkins. Jake, 16, is catching for
Riverview High School. Sommer, 10, is playing
the violin like her big sister. I am now working
with Seaside National Bank in Sarasota.”
’84 | Zachary Dunbar introduced his recent
productions, The Year of the Pig and Quaternary, to London audiences in February.
Quaternary was featured at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival in Scotland.

Miss most about college life: The freedom
and flexibility—you
have a schedule, but
you don’t; miss playing
soccer, being at the
Lodge, and playing
Spades after lunch ■

’85 | Michael Tyson was certified as a circuit
mediator by the Supreme Court of Florida. A
litigation attorney for the
Orlando-based practice,
he is active in pro bono
work and donates his
time and services to
Legal Aid and its Homeless Advocacy Project.
Craig Polejes has taken
on the role of chief exec-

kurtmwells@gmail.com

—Kristin Hurst
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’80 | With more than a decade of experience
in the film industry, Jody Kielbasa, former executive director of the Sarasota Film Festival,
accepted the position of director of the 22nd
annual Virginia Film Festival. The Festival,
which will feature a “Funny Business” theme,
will take place November 5 - 8, 2009 at the
University of Virginia and surrounding venues.
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utive officer of Florida Bank of Commerce,
which he founded in 2005.
’86 | Kevin Smith, Ph.D. was promoted to professor of physics at the Naval Postgraduate
School (NPS) in July 2008 and recently completed a two-year tour as a visiting professor
at the Naval Undersea Warfare Center in
Newport, RI. He was designated as the director of outreach (East Coast) at NPS in September 2008 and now works in the
Washington, DC area.
’87 | Thad Altman won his state seat for District 24 (FL). Thad has a history of public service, serving as a member of the Brevard
County Board of Commissioners, the Regional Planning Council, and the Florida Legislature. During his tenure in the House of
Representatives, he was chair of the Committee on Education Innovation and Career
Preparation and vice chair of the Committee
on Space and Technology. He also serves on
the boards of Space Florida and Workforce
Florida. Adriana Delgado writes, “I am very
happy and successful. I love my house and my
new puppy. I hope to be able to receive my
law degree soon. I obtained a master’s in public relations and marketing at Florida International University in Miami in 1993. I miss my old
friends and the college atmosphere itself.”
’88 | Sharon Ostern recently joined AAA as a
field services agent, bringing with her more
than 20 years of experience in risk management and broker services. She is enjoying her
career in the membership and sales office in
Palm Springs, CA. Claudia Park ’06MHR is
temporarily working in Singapore as a project
manager for a new theme park. She can be
reached at claud@att.net.
’89 | Richard Eustis left his position as partner of
Greenwald Powers & Eustis LLP to start his own
criminal defense and civil litigation practice in
Southborough, MA. He recently appeared as a
guest on CNN and The O’Reilly Factor.

1990s
’91 | Laura Hope-Gill is
executive director of
the Asheville Wordfest Poetry Festival
(ashevillewordfest.org),
which presents poetry
as citizens’ journalism.
She is now accepting
advance orders for her
first collection of poetry, titled The Soul
Tree: Poems and Photographs of the Southern Appalachains and published by Grateful
Steps Publishing (gratefulsteps.com). Derrick
Henry was elected to the Daytona Beach City
Commission, capturing 63 percent of the vote
during the primary election December 16,
2008. Henry writes, “I had a blast on the campaign trail.” Following his career as tennis pro
at a Connecticut country club, Robert Ober
became an art dealer and opened Ober
Gallery in Kent, CT, where he also teaches history at the Kent School. His gallery is recognized for its unique display of Soviet
Nonconformist art.

’92 | Timothy Hawkins received a master’s
degree in curriculum and instruction at
Florida Gulf Coast University in December
2008. He continues to teach and coach golf
and baseball at Riverdale High School in Fort
Myers, FL.
’93 | Mary Pelham works as a neuropsychologist at Moss Rehab in Philadelphia. Her son,
Noah, is two years old. Carin Ohnell teaches
eighth-grade math at Dolan Middle School in
Stamford, CT. Carter Gray Rakovski is a sociology professor and vice chair of the sociology department at California State University,
Fullerton.
’94 | Yecenia Dawson Riley, who recently celebrated 12 years of marriage to husband
Greg, is pursuing a master’s degree in psychology at the University of Phoenix and
practicing social work. She is an infant family
specialist who works with visually impaired
children (and those with other diagnoses)
and their families. She writes, “Our children,
Bishop, 8, and Braxton, 4, are growing beautifully. I reconnected with two Rollins friends,
Kyle Turner ’92 and Maria Bryant ’93. My
family and I are excited and proud to have
Barrack Obama as our
president…this has been
the life-changing event of
our lifetime.” Civil litigation attorney Auden
Grumet, Esq. was recognized as a Rising Star in
the March 2009 editions
of Super Lawyers and Atlanta magazines. The Law Office of Auden
Grumet, LLC in Atlanta specializes in consumer, construction, and tort law. Shannon
Huber Harrison and her Kappa Kappa
Gamma (KKG) sisters Kate Gillette, Heather
Sward Duncan, Suzanne Jarrett Melan,
Nicole Berg Carter, Nancy “Holly”
Hollingsworth Phillips, Christine Holden
Semcer, and Noelle Bither Heckscher
enjoyed their 1992-95 KKG pledge class reunion in February 2009.
Huber, who
helped plan
the alumnidriven weekend, writes,
“We all loved
seeing Winter
Park again,
and the girls at the Kappa House were so hospitable. We all agreed that the campus looks
wonderful and were all a little sad we are no
longer in school in such a beautiful setting.”
Hiram Norman, vice president of digital media
for Warner Bros. Television, lives in Sherman
Oaks, CA with his wife, Megan, and daughter,
Sarah. Derek Ohlms earned a doctorate in
education policy from Vanderbilt University in
2004 and now works as a consultant in St.
Petersburg, FL.
’96 | Orlando International Fringe Festival veteran Scottie Campbell directed this year’s
Welcome to Hell, written by local stand-up comedian Jeff Jones. The production, which ran
in May, hinges on the idea that “we all know
that orientations are hell, so we can only imag-
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ine what an orientation for hell would be like.”
Ashley Hoven served as music coordinator for
the 2008 Global Peace Film Festival that
screened 47 films from 15 countries at Rollins,
the Winter Park Public Library, the Orlando
Science Center, and the Gallery at Avalon Island. Music was also included at the Gallery at
Avalon Island event, marking the first time to
incorporate music into the Festival program.
Ashley writes, “Would love to work with other
alumni and faculty to expand the music program to Rollins as was requested by Rollins
students this year.” She can be reached at ashleyhoven@mac.com. Kate Ogden McCauley
(see Family Additions) and her family live in
Suffolk, England, where her husband, Mathew,
is a clinical psychologist with the U.S. Army
and she is the head of a college performing
arts department. Jennifer Thompson Bain
(see Family Additions), a life insurance agent
with Family Guardian Insurance, and her husband, Brian, are parents to six children, ages 110. In 2008, Doug Satzman moved his family
to Seattle from San Francisco and was promoted to vice president of business development and license stores for Starbucks Coffee.
’97 | Due to the current state of the economy,
Peter Castiglione resigned from his position
as senior operations manager of the Seminole
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino and now enjoys
great success as a casino dealer. He writes,
“The reduced stress is really helping me to
recharge after nearly eight years in management, and being able to play a game as my
living is wonderful.” Felipe Pinzon is the president of the Alumni Association for Alpha Mu
Delta chapter of Chi Psi at Rollins. He lives in
Tampa and is currently working to establish a
medical software startup company as well as
operate a wireless solutions company. In
2006, Fred Wingate (see Family Additions)
and his wife, Ellen, founded a pest control
business in Charlotte, NC.
’98 | Krista Easom Goodin works for C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates, a civil engineering
consulting firm. Amalee McCoy (see Weddings) writes, “We’re both living and working
in Bangkok, with David working with Oxford
University and myself with the United Nations
Children’s Fund. Christine Kelly Oliver, who
has served as an educator for 11 years in North
Port, FL, currently is a data coach at Heron
Creek Middle School. She and her husband,
Ryan, have two sons, Joey, 4, and Jack, 1.
Stacey Schwenck Locascio lives in a Virginia
suburb five miles outside of Washington, DC
with her husband, Anthony, who works for
MC Dean, Inc. as an electrical engineer. The
couple is looking forward to starting a family
in the near future. Stacey is an independently
contracted paralegal currently working for a
firm that specializes in patent law and litigation of the Food and Drug Administration.
She writes, “It seems like just yesterday I was
on campus as a student stressing about
grades. Now I stress about politics, law, and
the socialization of medicine. I constantly
have to remind myself that I am not 18
anymore, but I still like to have fun! There’s so
much to do where I live. Dropping by
Washington, DC? Give me a shout at sschwenk@yahoo.com!”
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GREG ’99 AND HEATHER MOORE JOHNSTON ’97
SUSTAINABLE PUB FARE

Little Harbour is about as close to paradise as it gets: a small circle of crystal-blue water surrounded by
palm trees and white sand on the southeastern shore of Abaco Island in the Bahamas. When Canadian
sculptor Randolph Johnston first sailed into the narrow mouth of the sheltered cove, with his wife and three
sons on board, he knew Little Harbour was the refuge from the modern world he had been seeking.
The year was 1947, and Johnston wanted to leave what he called “the megamachine” of the post-war
industrial world. He settled in Little Harbour and there built a bronze foundry, where he used the lost wax
process to sculpt commissioned works and his own visions. His youngest son, Pete, became a sculptor as
well and expanded the family colony to include an art gallery, beach guesthouses, and Pete’s Pub—a bar
and restaurant that became an icon to the global sailing community as the “last stop” in the islands before
the open sea. The tradition continued with Pete’s sons, Greg and Tyler, who also were raised in the family
pursuits, from bronze casting to bartending.
And then—as it might be told in a seafarer’s tale—Greg Johnston ’99 landed at Rollins College, and a
lasting link between the enchanted cove and the College was formed.
At Rollins, Greg met Heather Moore ’97, a Key West native who had set her sights on Washington and a
career in international relations until visiting Greg’s home in Little Harbour. “The first time I saw the place, I knew
that was where I wanted to live,” she said. The two married and moved to Little Harbour to run Pete’s Pub.
The rustic island lifestyle appeals to the couple, as does supporting local charities and community
programs. When by chance they connected with Ted Boylan, a Rollins parent and member of the President’s

2000s
’00 | Miguel de Arcos is the owner and director of Sperry Van Ness, a national commercial real estate firm. Rosemarie Brownell
Goldman is a stage manager for Blue Man
Group in New York City. Rebeca Evantash
was promoted to marketing and promotions
director at Cartoon Network and Adult Swim.
Greg Goldman sends news that he is
engaged. Eva Kotylak relocated to Pasadena,
CA from Atlanta. She writes, “Looking
forward to meeting up with any West Coast
Rollins alums.” Whitney Luckett ’02MBA sold
her boutique, The First Resort, A Lilly Pulitzer
Signature Store, in Nashville, TN and moved
to Los Angeles to pursue a job opportunity.
Eleanor “Nellie” Martine Lackman works as
an associate for the intellectual property,
media, and technology practice group of
Lovells LLP at the New York office. David
O’Brien owns BrightLine Construction, a
commercial concrete construction firm in
Philadelphia. Brian Stuart-Young moved back
home to Antigua, where he built and now
operates a datacenter that administers credit
card transaction processing for companies
such as Visa. He reports that he is engaged
and plans to get married this year. Adam
Zions was promoted to manager of environmental sciences at Avid Group.

Leadership Council who owns a vacation home near Little Harbour, the three hit on the idea of sponsoring
Rollins students for service-learning projects on the Island.
The seed was planted and the Rollins network kicked into high gear. Before long, Rollins Associate
Professor of Political Science Mike Gunter and Director of Community Engagement Micki Meyer made a
site visit to the island, and last winter, Gunter partnered with the Johnstons and Boylan to host the first
group of Rollins students in Little Harbour. The group spent seven days working with Friends of the
Environment (friendsoftheenvironment.org) on a project to remove invasive species from the island’s
waterfront and create a community park with all-native plants. They also participated in a town hall meeting
with residents of Abaco to discuss challenges of eco-tourism, development, and civic engagement.
According to Gunter, “This experience allowed our students to gain a more thorough understanding of the
politics surrounding environmental issues, from
invasive species to tourism, to new urbanism
development, to gathering support for a national
park protected area—not only in the Bahamas, but
also the United States.”
Thanks to the Johnston connection, Abaco will
welcome the next wave of Rollins students in
December 2009. Students enrolled in the Rollins
College Conference (RCC) course Conquering the
Digital Divide will participate in service-learning

’01 | Stacey Coffman ’04MLS reports that she
was engaged on October 31, 2008 and is
currently pursuing a doctorate in human
development at Fielding Graduate University.
Jeff Cyr is attending Delta Connection
Academy in Sanford, FL and studying to become a commercial airline pilot. After being
honorably discharged from the Marine Corps,
Richard Farrer is pursuing an MBA/MHA dual
degree. Erik Hougland sends news that he
and his wife are adopting a baby boy. Erik is
a flight project manager responsible for
implementing experiments occurring on the
International Space Station. Nicole Maggio
works with children, adolescents, adults, and
families as a clinical psychologist at a private
practice in Altamonte Springs, FL. Jennifer
Mount (see Weddings) works for Harris Corporation in Rochester, NY in the international
finance department. Ryan Philips (see Weddings) is the sales manager (South Florida)
for Vulcan Materials. Julie Smith (see Family
Additions) works as a wine distributor for
GOS Wines in Orlando. Judith Toothe resides
in London and works for Franklin Templeton
Investments. On May 9, 2009, Jessica Torres
graduated from Wheaton College in Illinois
with a master’s degree in clinical psychology.

projects with public and private schools on the
’02 | Brad Carlson lives in Los Angeles, where
he works in the entertainment industry managing celebrity clients. He writes, “Go Tars!”
Ashley Hay Dehner (see Family Additions)
accepted a job as staff attorney for the Kentucky Court of Appeals. Scott Filter currently
works with the U.S. Department of Education
as a management program analyst in the office of post-secondary education in the office
of federal TRIO programs. Robin Gargano
Weaver (see Weddings), who lives in Boca
Raton, FL, has owned and operated the mar-

islands, helping to bridge the gaps in technology,
access, and education.
“Students come back from experiences like
this with a greater hunger for understanding what
they are studying here on campus,” Gunter said.
“They are more informed, of course, but also more
curious and more driven.” ■ pete@petespub.com
—Warren Miller ’90MBA and Alice Smetheram Bass ’88
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keting and public relations company R.A.Associates since 2003. She recently formed Social Graces~Parties with Panache, an
extension of R.A.A that concentrates on special events. In November 2008, Devon Gursky
bought a home with her fiancé in Winter Garden, FL. The couple plans to marry November
6, 2009. Erin Heximer accepted a job on the
VIP floor of Cedars Sinai Medical Center in
California after graduating from Johns Hopkins School of Nursing in July 2008. Heather
Houck Hunter (see Weddings and Family Additions) and her family moved back to Orlando and are currently leasing their Mount
Dora home. Managing partner Kevin Kroll
’04MBA co-founded Orange Crown Holdings,
a private-equity real estate investment and
development community, with Ryan von
Weller ’04MBA. Christiana Laventure Thorton was named vice president of government
relations for the New Hampshire Bankers
Association, the statewide trade association
that represents and serves all banking institutions in the State of
New Hampshire. Chandra
Leigh worked on casting
and producing hit reality
shows Dancing with the
Stars and So You Think
You Can Dance. Jessica
Crumlish Marron lives in
New York City with her
husband, Jonathan, and teaches eighth-grade
English at a public school in the Bronx. Lara
May obtained a doctorate in pharmacy in May
2009 and plans to pursue a residency. Bessie
Newman ’09MBA (see Weddings) was promoted to investment consultant for The Newport Group in Lake Mary, FL. Jaime Oelke
relocated to Ponte Vedra Beach, FL in August
2008 to continue her career as senior account
executive for 1st Place Volleyball. Todd Raible
is an investigator for the Volusia County Sheriff’s Office. He lives by the ocean, where he enjoys surfing, fishing, and other water-related
activities. Noah and Chrissy Coloma-Rosenblatt (see Family Additions) met in 1998 at
Rex Beach Hall and have been together ever
since. They reside in New Jersey and look forward to visiting Winter Park soon. Anne
Shaner Hainey (see Weddings and Family Additions) was a second-grade teacher for four
years following graduation and worked for a
mutual fund in Washington, DC in 2006. She
now enjoys being a stay-at-home mom. Attorney James Singler was elected to the
board of trustees of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society. He has
experience in areas such
as probate and trust administration, corporate
law, and business planning, and volunteers his
time and services to a
number of organizations,
including the Down Syndrome Association of
Greater Cincinnati and The Heartland Homecare Hospice. In 2005, James graduated as
valedictorian from the University of Dayton
Law School.

’03 | Kelly Abraham Bosscher (see Weddings) earned a doctorate in physical therapy
and currently practices at an outpatient clinic
in Jupiter, FL. In 2007, she was certified in
manual therapy. Racquel Deveaux-Piper established The Crisis Intervention and Prevention Centre, LLC with her business partners in
Largo, FL. Lauren Greenbaum received a
master’s degree in development studies from
the University of Sydney, Australia. Cara
Lavendol Walls founded With Love ‘N Care, a
company specializing in handmade clothing
and accessories for babies and children.
Heather Newberg graduated from the University of Central Florida with a master’s degree in exceptional student education. During
her graduate studies, Newberg participated in
the Project Autism Spectrum Disorders grant
program, which prepares teachers to educate
students with Autism spectrum disorders.
She is also a member of Pi Lamda Theta, a national honor society of educators, and serves
as chair of the Geneva Elementary School
alumni committee, which was established as a
result of a community-education project dedicated to preserving the school’s heritage and
value to its community. Bhavini Prakash
Chawhan ’04MBA (see Weddings) moved to
Oviedo, FL and started idataGuru LLC, which
outsources the IT needs and backup of critical data for small- to mid-sized businesses.
Reminiscing about his Rollins days, Aaron Robison writes, “The dry humor of Dr. Leroy,
Chuck’s great jazz, Beans food…powder
puff…Fox Day…Doc’s fantastic education and
fun classes…biology, Thaddeus Seymour…my,
the wonderful memories.” Minerva Romo
Jaquier and her husband, Nicolas (see Weddings), live in Geneva, Switzerland, where Minerva is a financial markets executive for
Thomson Reuters. Jeffery Mills is an account
executive for an information technology recruiting firm. Celeste Wolter sends news that
she and Christian Sempere are engaged. Celeste worked for the 2009 Presidential Inaugural Committee.
’04 | Kacey Barrett graduated from Johns
Hopkins University last May with a master’s
degree in environmental science and policy.
She and her husband Douglas recently purchased their first home. Paula Corano-Severin
(see Weddings) lives in Los Angeles and is
pursuing a master’s degree in clinical psychology at Pepperdine University. In 2008, Valentine
Ecker joined Howard Ecker
+ Company after working
for Centrum Properties for
more than three years in
sales and development. Lisa
Goldman earned a JD at
Washington & Lee University School of Law and was admitted to the
Florida Bar. She is a law clerk for the Honorable James Moody in the U.S. District Court
for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa
Division. For the second
consecutive year, Kara
Winslow was stage manager for A Christmas Carol
at the Hippodrome Theatre.
She is also one of three official models appearing on
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the Home Shopping Network for YBF Cosmetics and was featured in the October issue
of Gainesville’s Satellite Magazine.
’05 | Mika Ahuvia received a master’s degree
in Judaic studies from the University of Michigan last year and currently is pursuing a Ph.D.
at Princeton University with a concentration
in the religions of Late Antiquity. Karri Baumgardner moved to Winter Park this year and
works as a daytime manager at Eileen Fisher
on Park Avenue while her son, Connor, attends school at Princeton House. She writes,
“Please stop by sometime to say hello!!!” Monica Clayton opened Covenant Counseling
Center, a private counseling practice, in Maitland, FL. Tara DeVries works at the Princeton
Child Development Institute in Princeton, NJ
as a behavior analyst for children diagnosed
with Autism. William Fenton lives in New York
City and is pursuing a master’s degree in English at Fordham University. Gerard Fontaine is
vice president of Fraser Insurance Brokers,
founder and CEO of Mahoe International Financing and director of Belize Insurance Center. Eric Karlin graduated from University of
Miami School of Medicine and began his residency in internal medicine at Washington
University in St. Louis, MO. Jasmine Liddington teaches English in a small town on the
north island of Japan. Selena Moshell sends
news that she joined the
national Broadway tour
of Lion King in January
2009. She credits her
time spent in the dance
minor program with Dr.
Sherry and her years with
the Rollins Dancers with
preparing her for her current roles. Yadhira
Galdon attended Selena’s premier in Tempe,
AZ. Kathryn Ricketts received a master’s degree in occupational therapy. She writes, “I am
working with adolescent boys who are
involved in gangs and are on probation in the
Los Angeles area. I work to help them
discover their talents and interests and
collaboratively develop safer and healthier
means by which to follow their interests and
succeed in society.” Sandra Vargas is a
kindergarten teacher for Arlington Public
Schools in Virginia.
’06 | Mimi Allen was named production manager for the advertising and marketing firm
Anson-Stoner, Inc., where she oversees the
daily productions of the creative department
and is responsible for all print and broadcast
production. Following graduation, Jessica
Camplese joined the Nova Group and taught
English for a year in the Fukushima region of
Japan. After returning home to Tampa, she
worked as a bookkeeper and office coordinator for a local grocery store. Her latest venture
has taken her to South Korea, where she is an
ESL teacher in the public-school system of
Busan with the EPIK program. Chrissy Cardinell
Garton recently accepted
a position as director of
marketing and development for The Christian
Service Center for Central
Florida, Inc. She will man-
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CLASS NEWS (continued from p. 53 )

DANIEL PAULLING ’08
BATTING A THOUSAND
Daniel Paulling is living the dream of anyone who’s ever obsessed over pitching rotations or on-base
percentages. Interning as an associate reporter for MLB.com, the official Web site of Major League Baseball,
Paulling chronicles America’s pastime from the enviable position of the stadium press box. He covers the
Texas Rangers, one of the top teams in the American League West Division.
Not bad for a guy who hasn’t played baseball since Little League. “I wasn’t too terribly good,” said
Paulling of his grade-school stint, “ but I guess you can say that about every current sports writer: if you can’t
make it as a baseball player, you can make it as a baseball sports writer.”
Paulling secured the three-month internship before heading into his final year of graduate school at the
University of Missouri, where he’s pursuing a master’s degree in journalism. He expects to report on a total
of 45 Rangers home games, posting about six articles per game. That’s a lot of baseball, even for an
enthusiast. “I’ve lost all track of time with this internship,” he said.
As part of the inner circle at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington, Texas, Paulling has lunched with baseball
legend and Rangers president Nolan Ryan. He’s interviewed All-Star outfielder Josh Hamilton. He’s met
Colt McCoy, the celebrated quarterback for the University of Texas. And he’s even mingled with household
names from the Yankees. Yet Paulling, decidedly low key by nature, remained unfazed by the brushes with
greatness until former President George W. Bush attended a game. “That got me kind of awestruck,” he
admitted. “After all, he is the former leader of the free world.”
Paulling’s greatest challenge has been winning over skeptical seasoned players who question his
ability to write about a sport he hasn’t played since 8th grade. “If they’re in a slump or not pitching well, you
have to write about that, and they’re probably going to be offended. The biggest key is being there every
day and building relationships with them.”
A tour of Boston’s Fenway Park when Paulling was 12 stoked his interest in sports reporting. The
defining moment came when he checked out the press box. “It was a great seat and a beautiful place to
watch a baseball game,” he said. “I was thinking that writing about baseball for the rest of my life
wouldn’t be such a bad career.”
Paulling may not have
been a baseball standout,
but he swam competitively
for 14 years, was captain of
the Tars swim team his senior
year, and was awarded the
College’s Jorge F. Heemsen
Memorial Scholarship for
Swimming. An English major,
he built an impressive
r é sumé writing for USA
Today, the Orlando Sentinel,
and Rollins’ own Sandspur.
Paulling also covered games
and issued press releases
for the Sanford River Rats, a
Florida Collegiate Summer League team.
He credits Connie May Fowler, author and former Rollins English professor, for developing his passion
for writing. “She had a big influence on me as a writer. She just seemed to love writing so much that I
realized this could be a fun thing to do.” While Paulling looks forward to a future as a baseball writer in any
capacity, landing a position at Sports Illustrated would be his own Field of Dreams. “The pinnacle would
be Sports Illustrated. When you think of sports journalism, you really just think of SI. But I just want to be
around baseball and writing.” ■ depaullin@hotmail.com
—Kristin Hurst
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age all community relations as well as marketing and development initiatives of the nonprofit service agency. Soumiah Fattouh is a
member of the therapeutic support staff at
Concern, a foster-care organization located in
Pennsylvania. She enjoys writing in her spare
time. Ebonii Foster completed U.S. Navy
basic training at Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, III in April 2009. Her training included study and practical instruction on
naval customs, first aid, firefighting, water
safety and survival, shipboard and aircraft
safety, and physical fitness. Rachel Gentile
works in the portfolio reporting department
of Raymond James Financial. Sean Graham is
pursuing a master’s degree in anthropology
at National Tsing-Hua University in Hsinchu,
Taiwan. Kimberly Haire received a master’s
degree in urban planning last May from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
and currently is an urban information specialist for The Providence Plan, a nonprofit
organization located in Providence, RI. Kimberly Henry ’08MBA has been named digital
media analyst at Fry Hammond Barr, an Orlando-based
full-service marketing and
communications agency. Previously, she was the marketing
and public relations manager
for WAVE Corporation in
Longwood, FL. Abby Hertz graduated from
the School of Visual Arts in New York City
with a master’s degree in art criticism and
writing in May 2009. Her works of art were on
display at the Bridge Art Fair in Miami last
December. Following graduation, Alex Johnson traveled across the country singing and
acting in musical theater productions,
operettas, and a political satire cabaret. He
eventually moved to Los Angeles to pursue a
career in video-game production. Currently,
he is a producer with Electronic Arts and Pandemic Studios working on a new AAA openworld action video game. Danielle Lunger
started her own line of women’s golf accessories in Winter Park. Jacqueline Malan works
in Boulder, CO for a local venture-backed
startup called Lijit, which recently was featured in the technology section of The New
York Times. Derek McIver works as a public
relations coordinator for a Boston-based public relations firm. He and his partner, Matthew
Turner, registered as domestic partners in
October 2008. Jasmine Parker is currently
pursuing a master’s degree in art therapy in
Santa Fe, NM. She hopes to return to Florida
in the near future to complete an internship.
’07 | Manuel Acosta works for Gaylord Palms
Resort and Convention Center as an employment coordinator. Lara Bueso accepted a job
with the New York law firm Weil Gotshal &
Manges. Elizabeth Davis reports her engagement to Matthew Sheen. The couple is
planning a fall wedding and will reside in West
Palm Beach, FL. Carson Fuller lives in Winter
Park, where she started First Source CRP, a
company that provides medical certification,
training, and equipment sales to heath-care
facilities in Florida. Kristen Glasgow is currently pursuing a master’s degree at Nova
Southeastern University College of Optometry. Charles Haggas writes, “I recently moved
to Austin, Texas, and am loving it. There are so

many great opportunities here.” Stephanie
Hanisak earned a master’s degree in mass
media studies from the Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of Georgia. Lauren James is scheduled
to graduate from the clinical psychology doctoral program at Xavier University in Cincinnati in 2012. Diana Killen is a commercial
insurance underwriter for Braishfield Associates, an affiliate of Brown and Brown. Yvette
Kojic moved to New York City and is an intern
for the actor’s management company Josselyne Herman Associates. Krista Lang teaches
seventh-grade language arts at Bridgewater
Middle School. Christine Mosher is studying
international peace and conflict resolution at
American University’s School of International
Service and is applying to doctorate programs
for religious conflict resolution. Victoria Palace
works in the entertainment and public relations department at Cohn Wolfe. Lauren Riga
supports science and policy efforts throughout the Great Lakes region as the Great Lakes
project coordinator for The Nature Conservancy. Aundre Robertson works in finance
and insurance for Toyota of Orlando and plans
to open Charcoal Joe’s restaurant in the near
future. Marina Solari resides in London and is
enrolled at University College London, where
she is pursuing a master’s degree in development administration and planning. Elizabeth
Waggoner serves as the clinical counselor and
activity therapist at three different children’s
day treatment programs at the Medical University of South Carolina’s Institute of Psychiatry. Her position focuses on behavioral
modification for children and adolescents with
behavioral and emotional problems.
’08 | Tucker Allen works as an agent with
New York Life Insurance Company. He writes,
“My job is great and I work with some awesome people.” Assistant women’s golf coach
Caitlin Barry is attending graduate classes at
the Hamilton Holt School. After participating
in Rollins’ international program in Sydney,
Australia, Nicole Fiedler decided to move to
Sydney, where she now works for a talent
agency in the entertainment industry and an
A-list special-event company. Sean Gross accepted a position with the American Cancer
Society. Basak Kizilisik works for TackelBox
Films, a music-production company in
Nashville, TN that has produced work for
artists such as Kenny Chesney, Sugarland, and
Rascal Flatts. Monica Pena is a medical student at Florida State University College of
Medicine. Wendy Petrik completed her postgraduate studies in Montreux, Switzerland,
and moved to Ireland to work as an event
planner for Ritz Carlton. Benjamin Pigeon
opened a dealership to sell boats his father
manufactures in Abilene, Texas. David Remington works for Andrew Czekaj P’05 P’09
P’10, a member of the Rollins College Board
of Trustees. He credits career services for
helping him land an internship during his junior year. Julie Shatley is the musical director at
the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Orlando
and the organist at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
in Mount Dora, Florida. She also accompanies
choral organizations throughout Orlando, including Colonial High School, Valencia Community College, and Sweetwater Episcopal
Academy. Rochelle Siegel is a production

manager and associate editor for Orlandobased TravelHost Magazine. Matthew Wentworth works for Threshold and is pursuing a
master’s degree in behavioral analysis at
Florida Technology Institute. Our apologies to
Laura Fourdraine ’10MBA for incorrectly identifying her as Joanna Coe ’11 in the Rollins golf
feature on p. 13 in the Spring 2009 issue of
Rollins Magazine.

WEDDINGS
’94 Paul White-Davis to
Shereen Morris, 4/4/09, at
Knowles Memorial Chapel;
attendees: Sili Recio ’96,
Amir Ladan, and Gerard
Merritt ’05MBA.
’98 Shannon Barry to Christopher O’Grady,
5/17/08. Amalee McCoy to David Gandy,
1/10/09, in Nonthaburi, Thailand; bridesmaids:
Tara Bathgate Rowan and Kristal Hale Jackson. Lauren MacDonald to Andrew Kennedy,
12/31/08, in Newport, RI; attendees: Lauren
Sikorski ’97, Elise Bartlett, Amy Beaumont,
Celine Goget, Lindsay Koch, and DeDe
Provenzano Leone ’99. Molly Talcott to Dana
Collins, 9/26/08.

’00 Rebecca Spears to Todd Hinze, 7/26/08,
in Elkhart Lake, WI; bridal party: Molly Ousey
and Jessica Tedrick Bills; attendees: Amy Will
Brumfield ’99 and Jessica Niebauer Teves
’02.
’01 Karen Calvesbert to Nestor Cidras, 3/3/07.
Jennifer Mount to Edward
Brannin, 4/25/09, in Indiatlantic, FL. Ryan Philips to
Judy Philips, 10/21/06. Linsey Snyder to Jeremy
Wachalter, 11/15/08, in Palm
Beach, FL. Luisa Valdes
’04MBA to Steven Cortese,
4/18/09, at Saints Peter & Paul Catholic
Church in Winter Park, FL.

Shore. Robert Sitz to Emily Nathanson,
10/18/08.
’03 Kelly Abraham to Brandon Bosscher, 5/06.
Jonathan Adamski
to Maribeth Page,
4/17/09, at Saint
Edward’s Catholic
Church in Palm
Beach, FL; attendees:
Aaron Carper ’02
and James Abruzzo.
Bhavini
Prakash
’04MBA to Vishal
Chunilal, 3/9/07. Minerva Romo to Nicolas
Jaquier, 2/08.
’04 Morgan
Bourdat to
Erik Swenk
’03, 5/2/09,
at Knowles
Memorial
Chapel; groomsman: Phil Livingston ’02;
bridesmaid: Heather Gennaccaro Lubay ’03;
attendees: Dorothy Shelton ’48, Tod Griffith
’78, Holly Griffith Kleindienst ’78, Diana House
’03, and Joey Sapp ’03.
Paula Corano to John
Severin, 4/20/07, at Holy
Family Catholic Church in
Orlando, FL. Elie Greenberg to Samara Wolinsky ’07, 8/31/08, in
Washington, D.C. Kendra
Uglietta to Anthony
Ferreri ’08HH, 11/8/08,
in Naples, FL.
’05 Tiffanie Toner to Joshua Miller, 7/28/08.
’06 Andre Dohlen to Melissa Chimenti,
8/24/07, in Philadelphia, PA. Kristin Dolson to
Dieter Hinrichs ’07MBA, 8/9/08, at Knowles
Memorial Chapel; attendees: Kimberly Stovall
Vega ’05, Nate Hilliard, Valerie Koenig, Sean
Thomas, Rachael Wahlin, Craig Wickless,
Whit Wismar ’07, and Jeff Joseph ’08.
’07 Charles Stevens to Lana Hancock, 11/1/08.
Vanessa Verdecia to Andrew Elliott, 10/11/08.
’08 Arjola Miruku to Peter Hoffman, 8/8/08.
Socrates Perez to Sarah Morris ’07, 6/08.

FAMILY ADDITIONS
’02 Allison Boxer to Asa Nadeau, 10/18/08, at
the Wequassett Inn in Chatham, MA; maid of
honor: Calla De
Gennaro Fiducia; attendees:
Lauren Alexander, Rachel Rice
Turner, and Carrie Chope Way
’03. Heather
Houck to Daniel Hunter, 6/06. Bessie Newman to Jason Seeley, 5/22/09, Skytop Lodge
in Skytop, PA; bridesmaids: Jennifer Costanzo
Thomas, Leighann Kurpetski Straughen ’03
’06MAC and Morgan Ayres Rahimi ’04; attendees: Kevin Rahimi ’03. Anne Shaner to
Devon Hainey, 8/07 on the beaches of Jersey
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’90 Laura Nafis Pennington and husband Edward, Caroline Mosby, 11/13/08, who joins
Digges, 2.
’92 Peter Bok and wife
Tiffany, Connor Sanderson, 3/1/09, who joins
Alex, 3.
’93 Michael Karger and
wife Sara, Ellorie Ann,
7/25/08. Matthew O’Donnell and wife Jennifer,
Caitlin Emily, 3/08, who
joins Charles, 4.

MINNEAPOLIS: Bill MacLean ‘76, Grace
MacLean ‘12, John Erik Ordway ‘06, Alli
Crocker ‘11, and MaryJayne Crocker

>> THANKS,
RAN VOLUNTEERS!
Thanks to the following
Rollins Alumni Network (RAN)
alumni and parent volunteers
who helped recruit future
Rollins students in their home
cities in 2008-09:
CHICAGO
John H. Castings ’72, Team Lead
David P. Largey, Jr. ’82, Team Lead
James M. Alverson II ’98
Diana Chrissis ’83
Denise L. Hillinger ’84
Adelle Ishac ’05
Kellee M. Johnson ’90
Todd R. LaSota ’91
Jennifer Maloney Marshall ’97
Michael C. McDonald ’81
Ashley J. Tillman ’05
CINCINNATI
Diana Best, Team Lead
Leslie Braun Dagenbach ’80
Ashley Hay Dehner ’02
Andrea Siegel Glassmeyer ’01
Junaid Syed A. Malik ’94
Taylor B. Metcalfe ’72
F. John Myers III ’88
Lee Saufley Phillips ’87
Sarah Skorija Provancher ’98
Andrew J. Schwartz ’93
James A. Singler ’02
John F. Steele, Jr. ’75
Melissa Brooker Veith ’03
Michael Veith ’01 ’03MBA
Kurt M. Wells ’95
Jody M. Zitsman ’77
DALLAS
Christopher C. Domijan ’78 ’80MBA,
Team Lead
John B. Bartling, Jr.
Lisa Bartling
Courtney Hinman Case ’01
Anne Crichton Crews ’75
Heather Garrett Pelletier ’96
John T. Henry III ’88 ’90MBA
Pam Finley Henry ’90
Jennifer L. Jordan ’01
Anthony J. LeVecchio ’68 ’69MBA
Arjola Miruku Hoffman’08
Clifton O. Moran II ’92
Charlene Norris
Sarah Barley Pietsch ’79
Gretchen J. Pollom ’93
Douglas R. Witchey ’83
DENVER
Andrea Henderson Ehresman ’99
’02MBA, Team Lead
Robert C. Balink ’64 ’66MBA
William D. Besher ’01
David R. Candee ’75
Karen Larsen D’Ambrosio ’71
Clare D. Dowd ’99
Georgia Collimore Edson ’92
Warren C. Edson ’90
David H. Lord ’69 ’71MBA
Angela L. McAllister ’97
Amanda Moon Callahan ’06
Tara K. Moriarty ’95
Todd D. Munson ’78 ’79MBA
Lianna K. Nielsen ’07
Meghan Malchow Pierce ’87
Peggy Rolfes
Elizabeth Hill Samuel ’90
Kristen Schorer Mecca ‘94
Crystal L. Watson ’03
John K. Wolforth ’91
MINNEAPOLIS
John E. Ordway ’06, Team Lead
Robyn Williams Birkeland ’96
Mary Jayne Crocker
Peter R. Fitzgerald ’02
Lauren Barbieri Fox ’83
William B. MacLean ’76
Stefanie N. Whitmore ’07
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’94 Lachlan Brown and wife Jennifer, Nathaniel Lachlan, 12/1/08. Christopher Gilbert and wife Heather,
Charlotte Grace, 6/5/08. Shannon Huber Harrison and
husband Stephen, Russell O’Neill, 10/29/07, who joins
Stephen, 4. Shannon Hunt-Scott and husband James,
Chloe, 8/16/08. John Myers IV ’96MBA and wife Victoria, David Martin, 12/11/08, who joins John V, 4.
’95 Sally Fleischmann Oyler and husband Jason, Elizabeth Sally, 3/17/08, who joins Morganne, Jacob, Brandon and Alexander. Eddie Maple and
wife Carey, Madden
Rose, 11/14/08, who
joins Lily, 2. Jenniver
Candee Zaharewicz
and husband Gregory, Rowan Thomas, 12/15/08.
’96 Marc and wife Karen Zagrodny ’97 Consalo, Eva
Marie, 6/17/08, who joins Anthony. Jennifer Thompson
Bain and husband James, Layla, 7/23/08, who joins
Bria, 11, Elliotte, 10, Hannah, 7, Nathan, 5, and Samuel, 3.
Nancy Disher Giusti and husband Anthony, Nicholas
Cameron, 11/11/08, who joins Natalie, 3. Mathew and
Kate Ogden McCauley, Mathew Gilbert, 11/6/08. Joni
Stetson Meyerowitz ’00MBA and her husband, Riley
7/17/08, who joins Ainslie, 2.
’97 Brandy DeMil and her partner
Stephanie Smith, Evelyn Jean,
2/12/08, who joins Caylee, 3.
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Pace and Eileen Giarrusso Halter,
Reed Bradbury, 12/1/08, who joins
PJ, 6, and Charlie, 4. Fred Wingate
and wife Ellen, Logan Jett, 4/8/09.
’98 Alexis Bohrnstedt ’06MED and husband Mark ’07MBA Rapp, Florian Mark,
1/15/09, who joins Xavier, 2. Christina
Leh Simon ’01MBA and
husband Todd, Ava Elizabeth, 2/14/09. Kimberly
Stowers
De
Gennaro and husband
Christian, Finley Peyton
and Anabelle Chiara, 5/9/09.
’00 Megan Fusco Ames and husband
Edward, Christopher Connor, 11/26/08,
who joins Quinn, 2.
Cara Ginsberg Lubin
and husband Michael,
Kitty Ann, 5/12/09, who joins Asher, 3.
Christopher Wilson and wife Meredith,
Cooper Eric, 2/23/09. Jennie Zelenak
Li and husband James, Jessie, 4/4/09,
who joins Jadon, 5, and Jamie.
’01 Michael and Camilla Nygaard Criscola, Carl,
5/2/08. Julie Smith, Aria, 1/23/07. Cara Taylor Terreri and husband Jason, Grant Edward, 5/3/08,
who joins Evan, 2. Michael ’03MBA and wife Melissa
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Booker ’03 Veith, Mia and Isabella, 6/24/08.Nate
and Ali Roach ’00 Banchiere, daughter Sophia Jean,
5/5/07.
’02 Jonas and his wife Junia JeanGilles ’98 Beaubrun, Jaylen Sanoj,
7/7/08, who joins Josiah, 2. Kelly Clayton Buck and husband Kyle, Collin
Matthew, 6/18/08, who joins Ethan, 4.
Ashley Hay Dehner and husband Lyman, Brenley
Reese, 1/29/09, who joins Abigail. Peter Fitzgerald and
wife Megan, Jack Robert, 2/17/08.
Heather Houck Hunter and husband
James, Amelia Jade, 10/29/07.
Elizabeth Rollins Feld and husband
Charles, Eli Charles, 5/10/08. Noah
and Chrissy ColomaRosenblatt, Simon
Nicolas, 3/28/08. Anne Shaner
Hainey and husband Devon, Emma
Grace, 9/15/08.
’03 Craig and wife Lauren Ricci ’04 Brody, Alexandria
Hayden, 9/10/08.
’04 Alex and wife Kristin Tamposi ’03 Rosario,
Gabrielle, 10/6/08.
’06 Richard Porter and wife Aimee, Ethan Alexander,
7/2/08. Andre Dohlen and wife Melissa, Anika Lara,
10/19/08.

DAUGHTER, MOTHER, & GRANDMOTHER OF ROLLINS

JUNE REINHOLD MYERS ’41, 1919-2009

Were it not for her father’s firm direction, June Reinhold, a Pittsburgh native and
Jacksonville, Florida resident, might have pursued her college degree at a Northern
school, and a multi-generational Rollins family might never have gotten its start. June
was told she could visit Smith, but Rollins would be her college. Once on campus, she
fell in love with Rollins, majoring in Spanish, singing in the Chapel Choir, writing for
The Sandspur, and rising to presidency of Kappa Alpha Theta.
She also fell in love at Rollins. The handsome basketball player she met in physics

June Myers ’41 with sons Paul (l) and
Jack ’69 ’70MBA

class, John C. Myers, Jr. ’42, would become her husband shortly before he reported
for duty with the U.S. Army in 1942. When he returned after three and a half years of service in Europe (and never seeing his wife
during that time), the couple settled in his hometown, Ashland, Ohio, raising two sons, John III (Jack) ’69 ’70MBA and Paul.
June Myers’ affection for Rollins no doubt multiplied when her son Jack chose Rollins as his college. She twice accepted
nomination to the College’s board of trustees as an Alumni Trustee, serving from 1966 to 1969 and again from 1972 to 1975, and was
later elected a member of the Alumni Association’s board of directors. In addition to her service to Rollins, Myers founded the
Hospitality Shop at Ashland’s Samaritan Hospital and was active in her church and various organizations such as the Red Cross and
Salvation Army. She also took on leadership of her family’s enterprises, the Reinhold Corporation and the Reinhold Foundation,
following the deaths of her father and sister.
Myers gave far more than her time to Rollins. She and her husband donated a significant portion of the Cornell Fine Arts Museum’s
collection of Old Masters and she supported various Rollins needs including The Rollins Fund, scholarships, the Myers Advanced
Technology Classroom in the Harold & Ted Alfond Sports Center, and renovation of the Chapel organ. She even helped robe the Chapel
Choir and provided all of the vestments.
In 1991, as Myers celebrated becoming a Rollins grandmother, with the matriculation of John C. Myers IV ’94 ’96MBA, her many
contributions to her alma mater were recognized with the Alumni Service Award. Her legacy of service is sustained by son Jack, a
former Alumni Association president, current trustee, and member of the Athletic Council; son Paul, also a member of the
Athletic Council and chair of the Athletics Scholarship Gala for seven years; and grandson, John, a participant in the President’s
Leadership Council.
June Reinhold Myers will be missed in her many capacities, but none more than her roles as a quintessential daughter of Rollins
and matriarch of a true Rollins family.—Lorrie Kyle Ramey ’70

IN MEMORY
’33 Philip Horton of New Hyde Park, New
York died August 9, 2008 at 97 years old.
Philip was very active as a student at Rollins,
participating in many extracurricular activities such as student government, football,
Kappa Alpha, R-club, the intramural athletic
board, and Omicron Delta Kappa. He was
born in Peekskill, New York and worked as
the assistant vice president of Chase Bank
until his retirement. Philip is survived by his
wife of 55 years Florence and his children. A
son preceded him in death.
’35 Janet Murphy Gaines died October 22,
2008.
’36 Jean Astrup Faubel Blanche died May 6,
2009. She was 95 years old. Survivors
include son Gene Faubel ’64 and his wife,
Marion Justice Faubel ’64.
’37 Arthur Hamilton Brownell died recently.
His son J. Michael writes, “Arthur was very
proud to have attended Rollins College.”
’37 Bonar Collinson died January 21, 2009.
’37 Phyllis Dorr Newell, 92, died December

5, 2007. Following her studies at Rollins, Phyllis joined the Colonial Dames of America and
was active in her community, serving as choir
director for the South Congregational
Church, Girl Scout leader, and president of
the Business and Professional Women’s Club.
She and her husband, Duncan, who passed
away in 1998, were married March 20, 1948
and settled in Phoenix in 1959, where Phyllis
resided until her death. She is survived by her
son and daughter, two sisters, two grandsons, and a step-grandson.
’39 Freling Smith died March 4, 2009. He was
a farmer in Stephentown, New York, where he
raised a family with his wife, Marilyn. They
couple enjoyed 60 years of marriage before
she passed away in 1998. Freling is survived
by his son and daughter, six grandchildren,
and many great-grandchildren.
’40 Edward Whitner, 92, died October 27,
2008. A resident at the Royal Oaks Nursing
Home in Titusville, Florida, Edward was one
of the oldest-living Major League Baseball
players, having played for the Philadelphia
Phillies and the New York Yankees. He was in
the U.S. Coast Guard during World War II and
joined the minor leagues as a player and
manager following his service. He is survived

FA L L

| 2009

by his son and daughter-in-law, two
daughters and sons-in-law, a sister, nine
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren,
and a nephew and his wife.
’41 Polly Giantonio died February 16, 2009.
’41 June Reinhold Myers died August 19,
2009. She is survived by son John C. “Jack”
Myers III ’69 ’70MBA, son Paul Myers, and
grandson John C. Myers IV ’94 ’96MBA.
June was predeceased by her husband, John
C. Myers, Jr. ’42. (See tribute above.)

>> SISTERS
REUNITED—
1992-95 Kappa
Kappa Gamma
alumnae hosted
a reunion in
Central Florida in
February 2009.

’41 Jess Gregg died March 8, 2009. Born in
St. Paul, Minnesota, he was an author, playwright, and memoirist who grew up in Los
Angeles. Survivors include his partner Leo,
two sisters, Charlotte Gregg Ogilvie ’40 and
Jenelle Gregg Bailey ’48, and six nephews.
(See tribute, p. 71.)
’42 Boyd France died March 2, 2009 at 88
years old. Boyd served with the British army
in Iraq, North Africa, and Italy, and with the
Free French Army in France and Germany.
He was also an ambulance driver for the
American Field Service during World War II.
After the war, he worked as a reporter for the
Paris Post and for the Reuters wire service,
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ROLLINS MOURNS A CHAMPION

NANCY CORSE REED ’55, 1933-2009
“If you excel at what you do…you never have

professional tour that helped increase the amount of prize money for

to tell people how good you are,” Nancy Corse

female players. The volunteer group held tournaments in Florida at

Reed ’55 once advised her protégée, Felicia

facilities that would offer them courts free of charge for one year and put

Hutnick ’79. “They will know, they will know.”

almost all the money raised into the purses for its players.
Throughout her notorious career, the competitive Reed played in

Everyone knew it about Nancy Reed.
Reed, who passed away on July 25, 2009,

more than 60,000 tennis matches worldwide, making a name for

lived her own advice. Ranked as high as 16th in the

herself doing what she loved most. “She knew exactly where to place

world (in 1965) in women’s tennis and the top-

the ball, so she didn’t try to overpower it,” said Bev Buckley ’75, a

ranked senior player in the U.S. in all age brackets

former Rollins player and the current women’s tennis coach at Rollins.

from the age of 35 until her death at 76, Reed

“Nancy never wanted to lose. You’ve got to hate losing if you want to

earned a spot in five sports halls of fame, including

be a champion. At the same time, she was so humble. She let her

the Rollins College Sports Hall of Fame in 1978.

racket do the talking.”
Reed loved the pro circuit, but she was equally happy playing on

But you never would have heard it from her.
“Nancy was very humble,” Hutnick recalled. “I asked her once, ‘If

her local Azalea Lane team, a block from her home and not far from

there’s one thing to tell me to help me in my life, what would it be?’ She

her beloved Rollins College. She didn’t like to talk about herself, but she

answered, ‘You never have to talk about how good you are. Just live

loved to talk about Rollins. “The College was such a big part of who

your life as who you are and don’t worry about accomplishments.’”

Nancy was,” Buckley explained. “She told me just weeks prior to her

Reed’s accomplishments were numerous, varied, and lifelong. As

passing that she was going to establish an endowed scholarship in her

a Rollin student, she was a key player in an era that saw the women’s

name.” The Nancy Corse Reed/Patricia Beth Graham Scholarship, which

tennis program dominate nationally. In 1954, for example, Reed and

will be awarded annually to a female tennis player for leadership,

teammate Carmen Lampe Boland ’55 won the Women’s Eastern

academic prowess, and sportsmanship, already has received several

Intercollegiate Doubles title for a second consecutive year, and the East

thousand dollars in donations.
Nancy Reed won enough trophies during her lifetime to fill a

Collegiate tournament trophy was retired because the Rollins team had

house, but the only one she displayed in her home, Hutnick said, was

won it so many times.
Reed began her professional career straight out of Rollins as a

the glass pyramid she received upon her induction into the Rollins

teaching pro in her native Washington, DC. It was a time when the

Sports Hall of Fame. Likewise, Reed will always be treasured by

limited prize money available in professional women’s tennis made it

her alma mater as one of the golden girls of Rollins tennis and an

impossible for a woman to support herself by playing tournament

ambassador of women’s tennis worldwide. —Warren Miller ’90MBA

tennis. She persevered, however, and later, in response to this situation,
co-founded the Winter Park-based Les Grand Dames, a senior women’s

attracting worldwide attention for interviewing passengers aboard the Jewish refugee ship Exodus. In 1948, he
became the Paris bureau chief for BusinessWeek McGraw-Hill, joined the Washington bureau in 1951, and was
chief White House and State Department correspondent until he retired in 1986. He was a member of the
National Press Club, and enjoyed playing chess and
horseback riding near his farm in Mount Airy, North
Carolina. He is survived by his wife of 62 years Denise
Henry, four children, seven grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.

”To make a contribution to the Nancy Corse Reed/Patricia Beth Graham
Scholarship fund, go to rollins.edu and click on “Support Rollins.

with the Army Air Forces in Orlando and joined the National Security Agency (NSA) in 1965, retiring as an intelligence officer in 1986. Barbara was a member of
organizations such as Air Force Officers’ Wives’ Club,
the Daughters of the American Revolution, the NSA’s
Phoenix Society, and the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association. She enjoyed genealogy
and traveling abroad. Barbara was preceded in death by
her husband, Dennis, in 1999 and is survived by four
children and four grandchildren.
’44 Mary Tilden Farnsworth died January 2, 2009.

’42 Donald Murphy died May 19, 2008. Donald achieved
great success as a Broadway and film actor, as well as
an interior designer in his hometown of Santa Fe, New
Mexico. He was also widely known for his knowledge of
antiques. He is survived by many friends and his
brother’s family.
’43 Barbara Brown Shea, 85, died April 22, 2009. After
graduating, Barbara began her career with the FBI and
later completed graduate work at Georgetown University and the University of Maryland. She also worked
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’45 Iler Ferguson died December 14, 2008. A longtime
resident of Palm Beach, Florida, Iler was preceded in death
by her husband, Cecil; a son; and her brothers. She was a
member of the Junior League of the Palm Beaches, the
A.L. Chapter of P.E.O., the Sailfish Club of Florida, Wildcat
Cliff Country Club in North Carolina, Holy Trinity Episcopal
Church, the Church of the Good Shepherd and the
“Sewing Group.” Survivors include her children, grandchildren, great grandson, and many nieces and nephews.
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’46 Nonita Cuesta Henson died December 5, 2008.
Following graduation, she attended Doscher School of
Photography in Woodstock, Vermont. She went on to
succeed professionally as a model, photographer, fashion coordinator, public relations coordinator, and smallbusiness owner. Nonita was the first Florida Tangerine
Queen and participated in numerous civic and philanthropic activities such as Jesuit High School (Tampa)
Track Boosters, PTA, SERVE, and Girls Scouts. She
founded the Easter Seal Guild and Citizens Alert Police
Support Committee, co-founded the Tampa Historical
Society, and served on many boards, including the
Tampa Philharmonic and the Philharmonic Women’s
League, Hospital Council of Hillsborough County, and
United Cerebral Palsy (Achieve). She was honored by
the Hillsborough County Bar Association as recipient
of the Liberty Bell Award and was an Honorary Major
of the Police Department in Tampa. Her husband,
Bill, preceded her in death. She is survived by her
daughter and grandchildren.

ROLLINS BIDS FAREWELL TO NOTED AUTHOR

JESS GREGG ’41, 1919-2009
Author, playwright, and memoirist Jess Gregg ’41, perhaps best remembered for his “Lola”
letters, which were published in The Sandspur and went on to earn national prominence, passed

CLASS NEWS
SUBMISSIONS

away on March 8, 2009.
Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, Gregg grew up in Los Angeles and came to Rollins to study writing
under English professor and noted author Edwin Granberry. His “Lola” letters, described as “part
newsletter, part calendar, mostly gossip, and full of hilariously bad grammar and spelling,” were
penned as those of a vacuous blonde showgirl whose “daddy” was sending her through Rollins
College. Gregg also served as editor of the R Book and The Flamingo, Rollins’ literary magazine. His
career as a professional writer was launched when his short story “Grand Finale,” first published in
The Flamingo, was picked up by Esquire magazine.
After graduating from Rollins in 1941, Gregg undertook postgraduate study at Yale, then worked
as a junior writer in films and radio. His first novel, The Other Elizabeth, was published in 1952. He
wrote for television, but his passion was theater.
Gregg’s 10-year fellowship with the New Dramatists Committee, during which he served as an assistant to top Broadway
directors Elia Kazan (Cat on a Hot Tin Roof), Josh Logan (Fanny), and Gower Champion (Bye Bye Birdie, Carnival, Hello, Dolly!,
and I Do! I Do!), served as a springboard for his success as a playwright. His play A Swim in the Sea was optioned by the
Theatre Guild and produced by Hal Prince at the Annie Russell Theatre in 1960 prior to its opening in Philadelphia. Although
it failed in Philadelphia, the following year it was successfully revived in England as The Seashell, starring Dame Sybil
Thorndike and the up-and-coming Sean Connery.
The prolific writer continued to gain notice for his work. His second novel, The Glory Circuit (1962), was optioned by
Marilyn Monroe Productions shortly before her death; his play Shout from the Rooftops was performed off Broadway in
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1965; and his third novel, Baby Boy (1973), a prison classic that he researched by working as a prison guard at a road camp
in Oviedo, Florida, was a Book of the Month Club alternate and widely optioned for films. Gregg wrote the libretto for the
musical Cowboy, which toured the West for two years. He won the prestigious John Gassner Memorial Playwriting Award
in 1978 for his one-act play The Organ Recital at the New Grand and won the Theater in the Works Award for The
Underground Kite.
In recent years, Gregg’s participation in the Ashawagh Hall Writers Workshop, headed by M. E. Kerr, led to his
capstone work: a collection of autobiographical pieces published as The Tall Boy in 2005.
Gregg is survived by his partner, Leo Revi; sisters Charlotte Gregg Ogilvie ’40 and Jenelle Gregg Bailey ’48; and
six nephews and their families.

’47 Jean Higgins died October 17, 2008.
’47 Mary Georgiana “Geo” Lesperance died
March 13, 2009 at 82 years old. She was
preceded in death by her husband of 53
years, Bob. Survivors include her sons and
grandchildren.
’47 Theodore “Ted” Mischuck died March 4,
2009. A graduate of Orlando High School,
Ted received his associate’s degree from the
University of Florida before attending
Rollins. He was an investment banker and
served the Park Lake Presbyterian Church
as a deacon and an elder. Ted was active in
the Central Florida community, holding
memberships at the Orlando Elks Club, The
University Club, Touchdown Club, and Orlando County Old Kiwanis Club. He also
served as director for the Central Florida
Fair and the United Way and was a member
of the University of Florida President’s
Council. He is survived by his wife of 61

years, Eleanor Seavey Mischuck ’47,
children, and eight grandchildren.
’47 Margaret Shaw Moon died June 4,
2009. She worked as a children’s librarian at
Thomas Ford Memorial Library in Western
Springs, Illinois while completing her graduate studies in library science at Rosary College, now Dominican University. Later, she
was a reference librarian at Thomas Ford, resigning in the early 1990s to begin volunteering and working as a part-time
reference librarian at La Grange Library in La
Grange, Illinois. She was predeceased by her
husband, Gardner, in 1982 and is survived by
two sons, two daughters, 12 grandchildren,
and five great-grandchildren.
’48 Jack Cooper died September 10,
2008 at 84 years old. Throughout his
retirement, he enjoyed traveling abroad
and being active within his community
and church. A widower, he is survived by
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his two daughters and a granddaughter.
’48 Gerald Farrens died September 15,
2008. He is survived by his wife, Jean
Cartwright Farrens ’49.
’50 Robert H. Akerman died January 3,
2009. He is survived by his wife, Jean Eikelberg Akerman ’51, two daughters, one
granddaughter, a sister, a brother, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
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’52 Anne Boyle Fain died January 19, 2009.
While a student, she participated in show
water skiing with the late Dick Pope at Cypress Gardens. Anne was a member of the
Old Town Club and St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church and served on the board of the Children’s Center. She enjoyed golfing, performing arts, gardening, painting, and poetry.
She was predeceased by her husband,
James, and is survived by her three children,
three grandchildren, a sister-in-law, a step-
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son, two brothers, her beloved dog Cisco, and many
close friends and neighbors.
’52 Barbara Swift Pound died February 27, 2009.
’53 Billy Joe Leathers died April 2, 2009.
’53 Sally Lellyet Fletcher died April 28, 2009. She and
her husband Richard, who predeceased his wife, lived
in Memphis, Tennessee, where Sally was active in the
Junior League and Women’s Exchange. She is survived
by her daughter, son, and two grandsons.
’54 Patrick McCarey died March 22, 2009. He served in
the Marine Corps, was a real estate broker, and owned
Pat McCarey Rental Car and Truck. Pat enjoyed nature,
camping with his family, and traveling. He often sang
to his wife of 56 years, Isabel, and their daughters and
granddaughters, “You are pretty as a picture, blooming as a rose, grace in every movement, charm in every
pose.” He was active in his community and volunteered
with Meals on Wheels. He served as a founding member and past president of South Orlando Kiwanis and
was an original member of the Orange County Charter
Commission Board. Survivors include his wife, children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, sister, and numerous nieces and nephews.

’54 William Conomos died February 22, 2009. He
worked for the Orlando Sentinel Star, now the Orlando
Sentinel, while attending Orlando High School in
Florida and Rollins. Following graduation, he worked
for the St. Petersburg Times and returned to the Orlando Sentinel Star in 1966 as editor and publisher. In
1976, he became a partner of Great American Book
Fairs, later selling his business to Scholastic, Inc., where
he served as a consultant until his retirement. He
founded the Citrus Club of downtown Orlando as well
as the Florida Citrus Open. Survivors include his wife
Dorothy, five children, five grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren.
’54 Jane Smith Bertelkamp died November 2, 2008.
’54 Jerome Wood died March 27, 2009. He served in
the United States Marine Corps and owned the Niles
Steel Tank Company. He was a member of the board of
Niles Community Schools, the Orchard Hills County
Club, B.P.O. of Niles Elks No.1322, the Spartan Club,
Delta Chi, and the former Pickwick Club, as well as a
charter member of the Burnt Island Smashy Cap Crew.
His passions included fishing, hunting, water skiing, and
coaching a YMCA swim team. He is survived by his
beloved wife, Lucia Howard Wood ’54, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

’54 Marie Perkins Lloyd died peacefully April 15, 2009.
She loved Rollins, and the tradition continues through
her daughter, Leslie Lloyd Renz ’80.

MEMORIAL FUND TO HONOR MEMORY OF

ANN PULDY ’83, 1961-2009

Ann Archerd Puldy ’83 passed away on February

Puldy trav-

25, 2009 in Boulder, Colorado at the age of 47.

eled frequently

Her life was full: she enjoyed the arts, sports,

throughout the

volunteer work, animals, and above all, family.

United States,

Puldy earned her BA in business administra-

and

tion and economics and worked for Martin

Asia, and she

Marietta in Orlando for several years before joining

cherished her

Barnett Banks in Jacksonville in 1987. After the

summers

birth of her first son, she became a full-time

her home on

mom and eventually moved out West with her

Pelican Lake in Pequot Lakes, Minnesota. She

family, where she lived both in Boulder, Colorado

loved and surrounded herself with animals,

and Tucson, Arizona.

including dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, a

A strong supporter of the arts, Puldy had a
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Europe,

at

horse, and many turtles.

passion for multi-media art. She was also a

She was happiest, however, when she was

sports enthusiast who devoted considerable

with her husband of 21 years, Michael, and her

time to nurturing the growing lacrosse movement

three sons, Zachary, Alexander, and Nathaniel.

in the U.S., including helping to develop children’s

“Ann will always be remembered for her

lacrosse programs in both Boulder and Tuc-

powerful life force, which was felt by everyone

son. She was a dedicated volunteer and

whose life she touched,” Michael said.

fundraiser for many organizations, including the

The Ann Archerd Puldy ’83 Memorial Fund

Boulder Valley School District, various children’s

for Rollins art majors has been established in

educational programs, the American Cancer

Ann’s memory. To make a donation, go to

Society, and the Boulder International Film

rollins.edu and click on “Support Rollins.”

Festival. She was also involved with the Kappa

Photos and remembrances of Ann can be

Alpha Theta alumnae chapter.

viewed at annpuldy.com.
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’55 Connie Mack Butler died March 10, 2009. In addition to attending Rollins, Connie also studied at Florida
State University, Syracuse University, and The Executive Program at University of North Carolina. He served
in the U.S. Army at the Army Chemical Center and had
a successful career as a chemist, sales manager, vice
president, and president with a variety of companies,
including Presco Engineering Co, Inc. and C. Butler &
Co., Inc. He also served as a consultant and fundraiser
in many industries, including automotive, environmental, and telecommunications. Connie is survived by his
wife of 55 years Marie and his sister.
’55 Nancy Corse Reed died July 25, 2009. (See tribute,
p. 70.)
William “Bill” P. Cooke ’58 passed away peacefully at
his home September 14, 2009 of cancer. He was 73
years old. Born April 4, 1936 in New Jersey, Bill spent
the first 18 years of his life in Glen Ridge, New Jersey
and attended the University of Arizona for one year. He
transferred to Rollins College, where he met and married Penelope “Pennie” Martin Cooke ’62. Bill went on
to teach Spanish at William R. Boone High School,
Stetson University, Rollins, and the University of Minnesota, where he earned a doctorate in Spanish literature. In 1968, Bill and Pennie moved with their three
children, Randall, Blake, and Marla, to Tallahassee,
Florida, where they welcomed their fourth child,
Christopher, and Bill taught Spanish/Medieval literature for 14 years at Florida State University. In 1982, Bill
relocated to Winter Park to help his mother run Fat
Boy’s Bar-B-Q. He retired in 1991 and cared for his
mother until her death in 2000, then moved to DeBary,
Florida in 2004. Described as “a loving, honest, and fair
man who will be deeply missed,” Bill is survived by four
children, five grandchildren, his ex-spouse, an aunt, and
many friends.
’58 John Hlavach died in November 2008.
’58 Lawrence “Larry” Mullan died January 11, 2009. A
sniper in the U.S. Marine Corps during the Korean War,
Larry went on to teach at Bishop Moore High School in
Orlando. He was passionate about history and was a
devoted fan of the New York Yankees, for whom he
pitched prior to his time as a Marine. Larry was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Korean
War Veteran’s Association. He is survived by his wife of
46 years Anne, daughter, four grandchildren, two
brothers, and a sister.
’59 Daniel A. Smith, III died March 15, 2008. A founding member of the TKE chapter at Rollins, Daniel also
attended the University of Tampa. He worked as a
teacher at Pinellas Park Junior High, Dunedin High
School, and Bay Point Middle School in St. Petersburg,
Florida. He also coached soccer at Bay Point. Larry was
a member of the Social Studies Council, serving as
president and a national delegate, and was president
of the St. Petersburg chapter of the Florida Jaycees.
Survivors include his two sons and a grandchild.
’62 Judith Lee Rogers died September 20, 2008.
’66 Richard Haase ’68MBA died March 21, 2009.
’69 Karen Lee Girard died May 5, 2009. She served almost 40 years as a social services worker for the State
of Florida. Her interests included reading, hiking, camping, sea kayaking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. Karen was a member of the Gulf Winds Track Club
and the Capital City Cyclists and participated in numerous races and rides, operating the bike club’s annual two-day recreational ride for two consecutive
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years. She also served as the co-trail keeper of Segment
4 of the Florida Circumnavigation Saltwater Paddling
trail and volunteered at the YMCA of the Rockies Snow
Mountain Ranch Nordic Center in Colorado. Karen is
survived by her husband Robert, sisters, 15 nieces and
nephews, mother-in-law, and brothers-in-law.
’79 Anne Hunter Shuttleworth died June 12, 2009. Following graduation, she pursued a career in banking at
Citibank in New York City, transferring to the bank’s
Chicago office and recently serving as vice president
of J.P. Morgan. Anne’s passion for the culinary arts led
her to graduate with high academic honors from The
Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago. She also
enjoyed world traveling and the many arts Chicago has
to offer. She is survived by her mother, two brothers,
and three nieces and nephews.
’79 Cassandra Markie Carter died January 1, 2009. She
worked as a national bank examiner in Richmond, Virginia and served as a managing partner and trustee of
Carter Family LLC in Osprey, Florida. She was active in
her community, serving as a fundraiser for cancer and
other like causes, treasurer of the Park Trace Community Association, board member of the Osprey Revitalization Committee, and member of St. Mark’s Women’s
Evening Fellowship. Cassandra was a world traveler,

scuba diver, fitness enthusiast, and jazz music
aficionado. Survivors include her fiancé Van Mitchell,
children, mother, siblings, aunts, and a niece.

’83 Ann Archerd Puldy died February 25, 2009. She is
survived by her husband of 21 years Michael, three sons,
father, and two brothers. (See tribute, p. 72.)

’82 Stewart Colling died April 28, 2009. A native of
Maitland, Florida, Stewart excelled in basketball
throughout his years in middle and high school. He attended Rollins on a full basketball scholarship and went
on to display his athletic talents on a touring team in
Europe following graduation. He obtained a JD from
Stetson University in 1985 and was accepted to the
Florida Bar Association one year later. He was a member of the Workers Injury Litigation Group, The Florida
Academy of Trial Lawyers, and Florida Workers’ Advocates, as well as co-founder of Morgan Colling & Gilbert,
now Morgan & Morgan, and more recently a founding
partner with the law firm Colling Gilbert Wright &
Carter. Stewart served as former chairman of the board
of directors of Workers’ Compensation Section, past
president of the Florida Workers’ Advocates, and was
appointed by Governor Jeb Bush to the Governor’s
Commission on Workers’ Compensation Reform in
2002. He enjoyed volunteering at the Winter Park
YMCA, spear fishing, playing and watching sports,
completing crossword puzzles, and spending time with
his family. Stewart is survived by his wife of 24 years
Nancy, three children, parents, and brother.

’85 Cheryl Smith-Khan died February 2, 2009. In addition to her degree from Rollins, Cheryl received a JD
from Nova Southeastern University. She worked as a
sales account executive for AT&T, an attorney with the
Sixth Judicial Circuit Court, as well as in private practice, specializing in family and adoption law. Cheryl was
devoted to her church, Cypress Meadows Community
Church, and held leadership positions with the Clearwater Bar Association and the Fred. G. Minnis Bar Association. Survivors include her husband Amir, son,
three brothers, mother, and a host family.
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’91 Amy Massey died February 21, 2009 after a long
battle with breast cancer. She joined the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary in 1997 as a coordinator with
the Team OCEAN volunteer program. She went on to
the Damage Assessment and Restoration Program to
assess and repair grounding incidents, served as the
unit dive supervisor for the Upper Keys region, and
most recently worked as a biologist. Amy traveled extensively as a representative of the Sanctuary to share
the morning-buoy technology pioneered in the Keys to
prevent anchor damage to reefs.
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SARASOTA
MICHAEL’S ON EAST, February 2009

▼

Craig Morrison ’75 ’76MBA and Crummer School
Director of Alumni Relations & Development
Donald Hale

▼

Allan Livesey ’94, Brandy Wince-Livesey, Jelena DiGiovanni,
Frank DiGiovanni ’96, and Suzanne Coelingh ’95

▼

Nan McHenry Summers ’76 ’78MBA, Trustee Ron Gelbman ’69
’70MBA, and Laura Nelson

Beverly Cotter Sinclair ’49, Katherine “Bebe” Willis Janes
’63, Peter “Gopher” Gannon ’64, and Susan Raynor
Olson ’66

NAPLES
THE CLUB PELICAN BAY, February 2009

Sara Hamilton ’72, Joyce Hamilton, Stanley
Hamilton, Carmen Lampe Boland ’55, and Bob
Boland

Roberta Harris ’83EDS and Karen
Emens P’12

Sandy Scandrett Ellender ’92, Terrilynn Dunford
P’08 and P’10, Larry Dunford P’08 and P’10,
Marlene Adler P’11, and Chris Fusco ’72 P’00 and P’05

Brad Lang ’82 P’11, Crummer School
Director of Alumni Relations &
Development Donald Hale, and
Joseph Doyle ’92MBA

PALM BEACH
SAILFISH CLUB OF FLORIDA, APRIL 2009

Denise and Bill Whiteford ’84

Homer Marshman, Jr. ’77 ’78MBA P’07 and
Dick O'Loughlin ’58 P’99

Mae Earwood Ferguson ’04HH, Bob Franklin
’68, and Virginia Oatley ’99

Susan Ford P’11, George Ford P’11, Dolina Rich Frease
’65, Nancy Wilson Mendel ’66, and Suzanne Evans P’95

BOULDER
HOME OF KIM AND JIM ’87 CHANIN,
APRIL 2009

Trustee David Lord ’69 ’71MBA, Susie Douglass
Quirk ’78 ’79MBA, and Alumni Trustee Bobby
Ourisman ’78 P’12
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Assistant Vice President for Alumni
Relations Sharon Carrier, Karen Larsen
D’Ambrosio ’71, Andy D’Ambrosio, and
Andrea D’Ambrosio

Ted Doering, Allison DeJohn, Chris DeJohn
’93, and Allison Mechem Doering ’93
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Alumni Board Member Jim Chanin ’87,
President Lewis Duncan, Kim Chanin,
Trustee David Lord ’69 ’71MBA, and
Alumni Trustee Bobby Ourisman ’78 P’12

ALUMNI FOX DAY – APRIL 23, 2009
CHARLOTTE, NC

Tunis Hunt, Estela de Arcos Hunt ’99, Leigh Ferguson Mays ’02 ’04MBA, and Kevin Mays ’04MBA

Heather Smiley D’Angelo ’94, Karen Hanson Vaughn ’85, Rob
Vaughn, and Cindy Nill ’81

WINTER PARK, FL

Natalie Hernandez ’04, Angela
Ciambrone ’04, and Nicole Cranston

Howard Tuttle’71, Jenny Tuttle, Brinley Tuttle, Andrew Dana
’03, Whitney Ward Dana ’05, Peirce Ward ’75 ’76MBA, Peggy
Kinnaird Tuttle ’74, and Kit Ivey Ward ’73

ORLANDO, FL

Tyler Carr ’03, Alex Rosario ’04 ’05MBA and
Kristen Tamposi Rosario ’03 with daughter
Gabrielle

Steve Castino ’02 ’05MBA and
Bob Zinkil ’05MBA

Mary Martin Hayes ’55, Pennie Martin Cooke ’62, Gail Retzer
Haack-Stentz ’62, Tom Grubbs ’56, Nancy Neide Johnson
’50 P’78, Web Content Manager Laura Cole ’04 ’08MLS, Director of Publication and Brand Continuity Mary Wetzel
Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA P’06, Alexia Brehm ’02 ’03MBA,
Alumni Relations Intern Christina Bucci ’09, Alumni Board
Member Jose Fernandez ’92, and Nadeem Battla ’92

NYC

Parker Brickley ’07, Carina Berlin
’07, Brett Shinnebarger ’07, and
Vice President for Alumni Relations Sharon Carrier

TAMPA, FL

Rob Leahey ’07, Molly Lehnhardt ’06, Carly Rothman
’06, Georgi-Ann Clarke ’06, and Stephanie Allison ’07

MIAMI

Monica Williams ’08, Stefano Barbosa, and Jeff
Friedman ’04

Mark Daley ’87, Brendan Contant ’89, Doug Cameron
’88, Kirsten Suder ’84, Parker Roy ’86, and Penny Little Coyne ’87

Jacqueline Peregrin ’06 ’07MBA,
Garvin Laverick ’04, and Adrienne
Forkois ’01

BOSTON

Stephanie Foster ’06, Andrea Bartman ’07, and Stefan Belhomme ’07
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Steve Cahill ’05 and Ashley Sakmar ’06
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Matt Nahmias ’07, Ashley Doucette ’06,
and Brian Binkoski ’04
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R-ROOTS
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G LO RY DAYS

▼

The 1908 state championship Rollins football team, posed in the old
box formation behind Carnegie Hall, which was still under construction

WHILE ROLLINS HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN FOR IT STRONG SPORTS TRADITION,
some might be surprised to learn that the College was once a football powerhouse.
The first Rollins football team took the field in 1904 during the administration of
President William Fremont Blackman and the Tars quickly became a formidable
presence, competing against—and often beating—opponents such as the Florida Gators,
the Miami Hurricanes, the Stetson Hatters, the Florida Southern Moccasins, and the
Tampa Spartans. The Tars won their first state championship in 1908 and later,
during the tenure of legendary coach Jack McDowall (1929-49), became recognized
as one of the best small-college football programs in the country. Unfortunately, the
sport met its demise in the spring of 1950, when the financially strapped college
finally succumbed to internal pressures to drop the football program.
▼
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First Rollins football
team, 1904

TRUSTEES OF ROLLINS COLLEGE
F. Duane Ackerman ’64 ’70MBA ’00H,
Chairman of the Board
Theodore B. (Ted) Alfond ’68
Francis H. (Frank) Barker ’52 ’06H
Bruce A. Beal ’58
William H. Bieberbach ’70 ’71MBA
Andrew J. Czekaj, Sr.
Lewis M. Duncan, Ph.D.
Jon W. Fuller, Ph.D.
Ronald G. Gelbman ’69 ’70MBA
Alan H. Ginsburg
Rick Goings
The Hon. Toni Jennings
Susan Whealler Johnston ’75, Ph.D.
Allan E. Keen ’70 ’71MBA
Thomas G. Kuntz ’78
David H. Lord ’69 ’71MBA
Michael Maher ’63

John C. (Jack) Myers III ’69 ’70MBA
Lori Nicholson
Robert B. Ourisman, Sr. ’78
Barbara Doolittle Ray ’89
Sandra Hill Smith ’73 ’74MBA
R. Michael Strickland ’72 ’73MBA ’04H
Philip Tiedtke
Harold A. Ward III ’86H
Winifred Martin Warden ’45
Victor A. Zollo, Jr. ’73
HONORARY TRUSTEES :
Barbara Lawrence Alfond ’68
Betty Duda ’93H
The Hon. W. D. (Bill) Frederick, Jr. ’99H
Joseph S. Guernsey
Warren C. Hume ’39 ’70H
Joanne Byrd Rogers ’50 ’05H

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS & ADMINISTRATION
OF ROLLINS COLLEGE
Lewis M. Duncan, Ph.D., President

Roxanne Mougenel Fleming ’77
Charles R. Gallagher, III ’95

Kurt M. Wells ’95, President

Day Laguardia Gigliotti ’89 ’94MAT

James E. Chanin ’87,
Vice President

Carroll Hanley Goggin ’85

Peter S. Bok ’92, Treasurer
Cyrus W. Grandy, V ’69,
Member at Large

Gregory M. Goldman ’00
Francis M. Greene, III ’87 ’93MBA
Teresa Greenlees ’97
Anthony J. Levecchio ’68 ’69MBA

De Anne P. Wingate ’96,
Member at Large

Bertram T. Martin, III ’03

Maria E. Allen ’06

William D. Murphy ’74

Elizabeth A. Ashwell ’99

Samuel A. Stark ’91

David F. Berto ’56

John F. Steele ’75

Stephen C. Cahill ’05

John P. Toppino ’02

Elaine Berry Clark ’82

George A. Whipple, III ’74 ’75MBA

Greg W. Marshall, Ph.D., Vice President
for Strategic Marketing
Harold A. Ward III ’86H, Secretary

Gregory S. Derderian ’80

Roger N. Casey, Ph.D., Vice President
for Academic Affairs and Provost
Jeffrey Eisenbarth, Vice President for
Business and Finance and Treasurer
James Gerhardt, Vice President for
Institutional Advancement

Anne Crichton Crews ’75

Rollins College
1000 Holt Avenue–2785
Winter Park, FL 32789-4499
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